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Preface

One day the South
will recognize its
real heroes.

—Martin Luther King Jr., in

“Letter From Birmingham City Jail”

In Montgomeny, Alabama.
m 1989, a memorial was bt
to commemorite the achicve-
ments of the civil rights era
and to honor those who died
during that struggle, A few of
the victims were well known
— Medgar Evers, Martin Luther
King Jr. — bur there were
many whose mimes vou could

not find in the histon books:

John Earl Reese. Willie

Edwards. Clirence Triggs

Along with a history of
the ¢ivil rights movement. the
stories of those who died are
todd here. Their lives serve as
examples of the many personal
tragedies suttered for a move-
ment that transformed America
frony i society in which blacks
were routinely exduded from
full citizenship into one that
now pecognizes, if it s not
entirely realized. the equal
rights of ali citizens,

Although ¢ivit rights activi-
(v has been o potent toree in
American political fife sin ¢ the
Abolitionists hattledt shawvery
and contintes i many forms
todday, the civil rights move-
ment which overturned segre-
gation in the South during, the
1930s and 19608 was o unigue
phenomenon = chanader
ived by nonviolent resistanee

and fueled by an enormous
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groundswell of support from
ordimany people who had
never before been politically
invoh ed.

The actions of politicians
and judges helped speed the
transformation that oceurred
dunng those 1 veurs, But it
was the courtge of people like
Wharlest Jackson wha lost
their lives in the struggle that
made that rnsformation
mevitable.

some of these nantyves
were not Killed because of
anvthing they personally did,
but beciuse they represented.
by their color, the movement
that was threatening the segre-
gationists” way of life. Lemuel
Penn. driving through Georgia
on his wav home from Army
resenve training: Willie
Brewster, a foundn worker
driving home from work:
Virgil Ware, a hoyv on a bicvde
— all were Rifled by members
ot large Klan and neo-Nii
organizations whose members
thought terrorizing blacks
would halt ¢ivil rights efforts

But terrorism did not
break the movement, Hme
alter time, inhuman acis of vio-
lence only strengthened the
dedication of those whose hves
were bound to the struggle.,
When Ermett Tilt and Mack

Parker were lvnched in




Mississippi. when four girls
died in a Birr cgham church
explosion, people all over the
world paid attention to the
movement that wis changing
Americu, and the national will
for reform grew.

Those whose deaths
spusred the movement on,
those who were killed by orga-
nized white terrorists trying to
“setan example.” and those
who were murdered for their
own acls of courage — these
are the heroes of the civil
rights struggle who are profifed
in the tfollowing pages.

But they are nat the only
victims of the era. There are
countless others who can enly
be characterized as victms of
random, senseless racism —
racism vo penerse it allowed
whites o murder blacks for lit-
tle or no reason:

e Chnton Mchon. 4
sumnet, Mississippi. sernvice sta-
tion worker. wus Killed in 1953
by & white men who objected
to the price of his gisoline,

e LG Baldwin, o "9vear
old minister, wie deading o
cow along a roadside in
Huntswille, Alabama, in the
spring of 1956 when & voung
white mian threw o 10-pound
stone from it passing car us i

prink.” killing Baldwin.

o Mavhelle Mahone. a 30-
vear-old mother of ~ix, was
shot and Killed by a white man
at her home in Zebulon.
Georgi. in 1936 because she
“satesed” him,

o Frank Morris, a 31-year-
old shoe repairman and radio
host. was fatally burned when
white men hombed his shop in
Ferriday. Louisiana. on Decem-
her 10, 190+.

Similar acts of racist vio-
lence have victimized blacks
throughout historv, and they
have notended. In 198t g
black man was randomly
~elected and Ivnched by the
Klan in Mobile. Alabama. In
19858, neo-Nuvi skinheads mur-
dered an Ethiopian man in
Portlund. Oregon, simph
beeause he was black.

The research for the Civil
Rights Memorial was conduct-
ed over ot one-vear period and
included detailed searches
through newspapers, state
archives, Library of Congress
holdings, ind papers of onil
rights organizations, as well as
numerous persendl interviews
and hundreds of Tetters solicit-
g mfornuttion

Fremy time 1o time during
that research, aglimpse of 2
stony kept appearing. in var-

ous forus, ol the death of an

unidentified teen-age boy
whose body was found in
seprember 1964 in the Big
Black River near Canton,
Mississippi. Several books
noted his death in passing
because he was found wearing
a Congress of Racial Equality
T-shirt. and other documents
listed his death as the lastin a
long summer of violence in
Mississippi But nothing else
wias known whout him. and i
seemed his name had been
forgotten.

After months of reading
documents. it researcher scan-
ning microfilm at the Library of
Congress found a memo that
noted the discovery of a body
— a Lvear-old hoy, wearing
a CORE T-shint, found in the
Big Black River. His name was
Herben Oarshy,

The full story of Herben
Oarsby's death, and of racist
violenee in the civil rights era,
may never be known, There
were many deaths never inves.
tgated. many killers never
iddentified. and many victims
whose names have been lost,

This hook is dedicated to
the memory of Herbert Qarsby
and the unknown marty s of
the civil rights movement.
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2 PREFACE

6 PART | /EARLY STRUGGLES

From the time they were first brought
to this country as slaves. blacks chal-
lenged America to live uprto its
promise of democracy.

12 pART 2/AMOVEMENT OF THE
PEOPLE

With the Montgomery bus boyeott and
the Little Rock school crisis. the Civil
Rights Movement was born.

PART 2/CONFRONTATIONS

Freedom ridens were beaten and cicil
rights marchers were dattacked by
police dogs and fire hoses. but the
movenient only grew stronger:

€
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Through two
centuries of
slavery and 90
years of legalized
segregation, black
Americans risked
their lives for the
cause of freedom.

Imagine being unable to

cat or sleep in most restaurants
or hotels; being unable to sit
where vou wanted in a movie
theater: having to sit in the
back when vou boarded @ bus.
even an empty one, beng
forced to attend an inferior
school: and even being forbid-
den to drink from cerain water
fountains.

These were the Lacis ol

evenvday life for all blick

people in the Southern part of
the United States as recently as
1900, They were citizens of i
country founded on the princi-
ple that all men are created
cqual, Yet. they were treated
unequathy and declared
uncqual by law:,

In the middle 1950s, a
moverment of ordinary women
and men arose to challenge
this way of life. Using hoveolts,
miuches, and ather forms of
protest. they ultimately foreed

'
-t
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the South to end its peculiar
svstem of legalized segrega-
tion. They succeeded because,
in a democracy, when the peo-
ple speak. the government
must listen.

Historians usually trace
the modern civil rights move-
ment from May 17, 1954, when
the Supreme Court outlawed
segregation in public schools,
to April 4. 1968, when Dr.
Mantin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated in Memphis. But
just as the death of the move-
ment's most famous leader did
not mark the end of the strug-
gle for racial equality, the story
— and the struggle — began

much ecarlier
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SLAVES IN THE NEW WORLD
The first settlers came o
the New World seeking cco-
nomic and religious freedom.
In their vearning for power,
however, they foreed Native
Americans from their Lind.
Then in the carlv 1600, the

first Africans were brought to
America and foreed into 4
cruel svstem of svery which
w.as 1o flourish for 230 vears
As slvery grew, so did
deep-seated feehngs of el

superiority. Whites tried to

Left Above: The life of Africans in
17th century Amenca began at
the slave market, where they
were sold to white masters

Left Below: Henry Brown escaped
his Virginia slave masters by
hiding 1n a box bound for
Philadelphia

Above: Harriet Tubman helped
more than 300 slaves escape
from the South on the
Underground Railroad.

justitv: owning their fellow men
and .omen by clitiming that
Mlacks were less than human,
unfit for civilization.

Legslized brutality kept
slaves in their place. Slaves
who revolted or tried o escape
were beaten or hanged. 10 was
agaiinst the T inmany states
to teach a shive to read or

write. Amvone caught helping 4
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runaway slave could be sent to
prison.

Yet many people risked
death in their vearning for free-
dom. A freed black man
named Daniel Payne estab-
lished a clandestine school for
skives in South Carolina Teen-
age slave Ann Wood turned
hack an armed white posse
with her shotgun and led a
group of escaped slaves to
freedom in Marvland. Former
skave Harriet Tubman secretly
guided 300 slaves out of the
South on the “Undergroand
Railroad.”

Frederick Douglass fought
oft i cruel master and fled to
freedom when he was a teen-
ager. He taught himselt to read
and write aid beaime the
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leading spokesman for the
Abolitionist movement.
Another former slave,
Sojourner Truth, routinely
defied segregation laws by
refusing to leave white sections
of trains and streetcars.

In demonstrating a will-
ingness to risk everything for
freedom, these early civil rights
activists set an example that
would inspire others a full cen-
tury later. Their heroism also
awakened many white
Americans to the inhumanity of
slavery. Northern whites in the
Abolitionist -novement provid-
ed shelter for escaping slaves
and helped elect a president

. who would free the slaves.

After President Lincoln
signed the Eriancipation
Proclamation in 1863, more
than 200,000 Southern blacks
left their masters to fight along-
side Union troops in the Civil
Wiar. Former slaves also served
as Union spies. ship pilots, and
nurses, Twenty of them won
the country’s highest military
award, the Medal of Honor.

BROKEN PROMISES

The end of the Civil War
brought a brief glimpse of
freedom. The Thireenth
Constitutional Amendment out-
lawed slavery: the Founeenth
Amendment protected the
rights of the newly freed
siaves; and the Fifteenth
Amendment gave black citi-
zens the right to vote,

In many Southern states
blacks were elected to high
offices, and black legislators
helped write new state consti-
tutions. Foureen blacks served
in the 1S, House of

Representatives between 1870
and 1876. It seemed for a
short time as if American soci-
ety would live up to its found-
ing principles.

But the promise of
democracy was once again
broken. Most Southern whites
were determined to keep
blacks poor, uneducated. and
powerless. White reactionary
politicians used corruption and
force to re-establish their
power in the South, and they
met lide opposition from the
federal government. The
reforms of Reconstruction
began to erode.

The Ku Klux Klan, formed
by a group of Confederate
Army veterans, used terrorsm
and violence to re-establish the
reign of white supremacy.

Between 1882 and 1901,
nearly 2,000 blacks were
lynched. One of the most
widely publicized atrocities
was the killing in
April 189 of
Sam Hose, a
black man
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accused of murder in Georgia,
Hose was publicly mutilated
then burned alive while a
crowd of 2,000 cheered.
Special trains were scheduled
so whites from across the state
could come to the lynching.

By 1910, blacks were
caught in a degrading system
of total segregation throughout
the South. Through ~Jim Crow”
laws (named after a black min-
strel in a popular song). blacks
were ordered 10 use separate
restrooms. water fountains,
restaurants, waiting rooms.
swimming pools, libraries, and
bus seats.

The United States
Supreme Court gave its
approval to Jim Ciow segrega-
tion in the 1890 case of Plessy
. Ferguson, The Court said
separate facilities were legal as
long as they were equal. In
practice, Southern states never

provided equal facili-

ties to black




people — only separate ones.

Frederick Douglass tied
to expose the inherent contra-
dictions in the law of the land:
“So far as the colored people
of the country are concerned,”
he said. “the Constitution is but
a stupendous sham.. fair with-
out and foul within, keeping
the promise 1.» the eye and
breaking it to the heart.”

Despite Douglass elo-
quent arguments, it would be
generdtions before the nation
lived up to its promises.

FIGHTING JIM CROW

Just as slaves had revolted
against heing someone else's
propenty, the newly freed
blacks revolted peacefully
agairst the forces of racism.
Ida B. Wells began a crusade
against lvnching at age 19 that
inspired a national gathering of
black leaders in 1893 to call for
an anti-lynch law.

Grorge Henry White, the
only black U.S. congressman at
the wrn of the century, was a
bold spokesman for equal
rights. The former slave from
North Carolina sponsored the
first anti-lynching hill and
insisted that the federal gov-
ernment enforce the constitu-
tional amendments. In a
speech to his fellow congress-
men, White asked. “How long
will you sit in your scats and
hear and see the principles that
underlie the foundations of this
government sapped away litde
by little?”

One of the strongest eri-
tiqques of American racism was
offered by W.E.B. DuBois, u
Harvard-educated sociologist.
in 7he Souls of Black Folk,

DuBois said American society

had to be transformed if blacks
were 10 achieve full equality.

DuBois. along with other
black and white leaders, estab-
lished the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People in 1910. The
NAACP launched a legal cam-
paign against racial injustice,
began documenting racist vio-
lence. and published a maga-
zine called Crisis. By - 2,
NAACP membership reacned
S0.000.

As blacks were organizing
for reform, white supremacists
were organizing to stop them.
By the time the NAACP was 10
vairs old. two million whites
belonged to the Ku Klux Klin

During the 19205, Klansmien
{

Opposite page. Former slave
Frederick Dougiass spoke boldly
and eloquently in favor of equal
rights for blacks.

Abyve. In the early 20th century.
blacks marched in the streets of
Washington, D.C., to show sup-
port for an anbi-lynching bill. The
bill was never passed.

prech
e
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Below. A black soldier who lost a
leg In overseas combat during
Worid War | views a parade of
segregated U.S. Army troops 1n
New York City in 1919

Right. Signs designating “col-
ored"” facilities were common-
place throughout the South
during the first half of the 20th
century.

held high positions in govern-
ment throughout the country.
In the South, Klan vio-
lence surged. Blacks moved
North in record numbers, hop-
ing to escape racial terrorism
and to find better jobs.
Although they faced poverty,
unequal education. and dis-
crimination in the North as
well, racial restrictions there
were less harsh. Blacks could
even vote in Northern states.
Indeed. by 1944, the black
vote was a significant factor in

16 states outside the South.

BRINGING DEMOCRACY
HOME

With the election of
President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. black Americans
finally had an ally in the White
House. Black leaders were
included among the president’s

|
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advisers. Roosevelts New Deal
made welfare and jobs avail-

able to blucks as well as

whites. A more liberal Supreme

Court issued rulings against
bus segregation and
all-white political primarics
Black labor feader AL Philip
Randolph scored a major vic-
tory when he convineed

President Roosevelt to issue an

x f
[.
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Executive Order banning racial
discrimination in all defense
industries.

The demand for equal
rights surged after World War
1. when black soldiers
returned from hatling the
racist horrors of Nazi Germany
only to find they remained

victims of racisin at home,



Determined to bring

democracy o America, blacks
sought new strategies. Seeing
Mahatma Gandhi lead the
Indiun masses in peaceful
demonstrations for indepen-
dence, the Congress of Racial
Equality decided to put the
philosophy of nonviolence 1o
work in Amncrica

After much training and
discussion, black and white
menbers of CORE entered seg-
regated restaurants, quictly sat
down, and refused o leave
until they were sened. They
did net raise their voices in
anger or strike back if attacked.
In a tew Northern cities, their

IRED AT TAN
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persistent demonstrations suc-
ceeded in integrating some
restaurants.

After the Supreme Count
outlawed segregation on inter-
state buses in 1946, CORE

members set out on a lourney

of Reconciliation™ to test
whether the faws were being
obeved. Blacks and whites

rode together on buses

13

through the South and
endured harassment without

_retaliating.

While the sit-ins and free-
dom rides of the 1940s served
as models for the next genera-
tion of civil rights activists, they
did not capture the broad sup-
port that was necessary to
overtumn segregation. The
CORE victories were quiet
ones, representing the determi-
nation of relatively few people.

The major battles against
segregation were being fought
in courtrooms and legislatures.
Growing pressure from black
leaders after World War II
forced President Harry Truman
to integrate the armed forces
and to establish a civil rights
commission. In 1947, that com-
mission issued a report called
To Secure These Rights that
exposed racial injustices and
called for the elimination of
segregation in America.

By that time, half a million
blacks belonged to the NAACP.
Lawsuits brought by the
NAACP had forced many
school districts to improve
black schools. Then, in 1950,
NAACF lawyers began building
the case that would force the
Supreme Court to outlaw seg-
regated schools and mark the
beginning of the modern civil
rights movement. &
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Blacks in
Montgomery and
Little Rock faced
down powerful
white resistance
to win the rights
promised them by
the Constitution.

Linda Brown's parents
could not understand why
their T-vear-old daughter
should have to ride long dis-
tunces each day to a randown
black school when there was a
much better white school in
their own neighborhood of
Topeka, Kansas. Harry Briggs
of Clarendon, South Carolina,

wits outraged that his five

children had o attend schools
which operated on one-fourth
the amount of money given to
white schools. Ethel Belton
took her complaints to the
Delaware Board of Education
when her children were foreed
to ride @ bus for nearly two

hours cach day instead of

TRED AL LAs)
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wilking to their neighborhood

high school in Claymont. In
Farmwville, Virginia. 16-year-old
Barbara Johns led her fellow
high school students on a
strike for a better school.

All over the country, black
students and parents were
angered over the conditions of
their schools. NAACP fawvers
studied their gricvances and
decided that it was not enough
to keep fighting for equal facil-
ities. They wanted all schools
integrated.

A team of NAACP lawyers
used the Topeka, Clarendon,
Clavmont and Farmwille exam-
ples to argue that segregation
itself was unconstitutional.
They lost in the lower counts,
but when they took their cause
to the Supreme Count, the jus-

tices naled they were right.




On May 17, 1954, the
Supreme Court unanimously
ruled that segregated schools
“are inherently unequal.” The
Court explained that even if
separate schools for blacks and
whites had the same physical
facilities, there could be no
true equality as long as segre-
gation itself existed. To sepa-
rate black children “solely
hecause of their race,” the
Court wrote, "generaies a feel-
ing of inferiority as to their sta-
tus in the community that may
affect their hearts and minds in
a way very unlikely ever to be
undone.”

The Brown v, Bocard of
Education ruling enraged
many Southern whites who did
noi believe blacks desenved
the same education as whites
and didn't want their children
atending schools with black
children. Southern governors
announced they would not
abide by the court’s ruling. and
White Citizens” Councils were
oraanized 1o opnose school
integration. Mississippi legisla-
tors passed a law abolishing
compulsorv school attendance.
A dedlaranon called the
Southern Manifesto was issued
by 96 Southern congressmen,
demanding that the Coun
reverse the Brown decision.

Despite the opposition by
many whites, the Broum deci-
sion gave great hope to blacks.
Even when the Supreme Coun
refused o order immediate inte-
gration (calling instead for

schools 1o act “with all deliberue

speed™), black Americans knew
that times were changing. And

they were eager for expanded
rights in other areas as well.

WALKING FOR JUSTICE

Four days after the
Supreme Court handed down
the Brown ruling. Jo Ann
Robinson wrote  letter as
president of the Women's
Political Council t¢ the mayor
of Montgomery, Alabama. She
represented a large group of
black women, she said, and
was asking for fair treatment
on city buses.

Blacks, who ma-e up 75

FREE AT LAST

percent of Montgomery's bus
riders, were forced to enter the
buses in front, pay the driver,
and re-enter the bus from the
rear, where they could only sit
in designated “colored” seats. If
all the “white” seats were full,
blacks had to give up their
seats.

Women and children had
heen arrested for refusing to
give up their seats. Others who
challenged the bus drivers
were slapped or beaten.
Hilliard Brooks, 22, was shot
dead by police in 1952 after an

Gpposite page. The hopes of black
Americans everywhere were
hanging on the Supreme Court's
decision in the Brown v. Board of
Education case. Hours before
the hearings began. people lined
up to hear the arguments. Finally,
on May 17, 1954, the Court ruled
segregated schools were uncon-
stitutional.

Below, Biack protests against seg-
regation, which had been voiced
for centuries. were finally being
heard in the mid-1950s.




Above. The Montgomery bus
boycott succeeded because
black women who depended
on the buses for transporta-
tion refused to nde unti they
were granted fair seating For
more than a year, they took
taxis, carpooled. walked and
hitchhiked

argumeni with 2 bus driver.
Eveny day, black house-
keepers rode all the way home
after work, jammed wgether in
the aisles, while 10 rows of
“white” seats remained empty.
Blacks could shut down
the city's bus systemy if they
wanted to. Jo Ann Robinson
told the mayor. "More and
more of our people are already
arranging with neighbors and
friends to ride to keep from
being insulted and humiliated

by bus drivers.”

The mavor said segrega-
tion was the law and he could
not change it.

On December 1, 1933,
Rosa Parks was riding home
from her job as a department
store seamstress, The bus was
full when a white man board-
ed. The driver stopped the bus
and ordered Mrs. Parks along
with three other blacks to
vicate 4 row so the white man
could sit down. Three of the
blacks stood up. Rosa Parks

N
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kept her seat and was arrested.

Jo Ann Robinson and the
Women's Political Council
immediately began o organize
a bus boyeott with the support
of NAACP leader ED. Nixon.
Prominent 1 cks hurriedly
formed the Montgomery
Improvement Association and
selected @ newcomer in town,
br. Martin Luther King Jr. 1o
he their leader.

On the night of December
A, a crowd of 15,000 gathered
at Holt Street Church o hear




the voung preacher speak.

“There comes aame it peo-
ple get tired.” King wold the
crowd. “We are here this
evenmg to say 1o those who
have mistreadted us ~o long
were tired == tred of being
segregated aned hamiliated.
tred of heing kacked about In
the brutal Teet of oppression
SWe e noalternatnve but
1O Profest.

“And we dare not wrong in

what we are doing,” he said.
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“If we are wrong, the Supreme

Court of this nation is wrong. 1If

we are wrong. God Almighty i
wrong!”

If the bus boveott was
peacetul and guided by love.
King said. justice would e
won. Historians in future gen-
crations, King predicted. ~Will
have to pause and sav, “There
lived a great people — a black
people — who injected new
meaning and dignity into the
veins of civilizaion.” ™

For 381 dayvs. black peo-
ple did not ride the buses in
Montgomery, They organized
car pools and walked long dis-
tances, remaining nonviolent
even when harassed and beat-
en by angne whites When Dr
King's home was bombed.
thev onby became more deter-
mined. City othicials ned o
outlaw the boveott, but «till the

buses traveled empty.
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On December 21, 1950,
blacks returned to the buses in
triumph. The US. Supreme
Court had outlawed bus segre-
gation in Montgomeny in
response 1o d Lwwsuit brought
by the boveatters with the help
of the NAACE, The boveotters’
victory showed the entire
white South that all blacks, not
just ¢ivil rights leaders, were
opposed to segregation. It
demonstrated that poor and
middle class Dlacks could unite
o Lwunch @ suceesstul protest
movement, overcoming both
officiat counterattacks and
racist terror. And it showed the
world that nonviolent resis-

tance could work — even in

Montgomery, the capital of the
Confederate States during the
Civil War.

Ring went on to establish
an organzation of black clergy,

called the Southen Christion

PELE NS oA

Left. Montgomery blacks
continued therr boycott despite
harassment and physical attacks
by angry whites.

Below. Segregated bus seating
forced blacks to sit in the back
and give up therr seats to white
people on the orders of the
driver.

Leadership Conference, thit
raised funds for integration
campaigns throughout the
South. Black Southemn minis-
ters. following the example of
King in Montgomery, became
the spiritual foree behind the
nonviolent movement. Using
the lessons of Montgomery,
blacks challenged bus segrega-
tion in Tallahassee and Atlanta.
But when thay tried o0
integrate schools and other
public facilities. blacks discov-

ered the lengths to which

whites would go to presenve

white supremacy. A black stu-
dent admitted to the University
of Alabami by federal coun




Above. Rosa Parks finally takes
a seat n the front of the bus
after the Supreme Court ruled
bus segregation lllegal

Right. Governor George

Wallace stood in the door of
the University of Alabama to
demonstrate his refusal to
admit a black student {0 the
schoo!

order was promptly expelled.
The State of Virginia closed all
public schools in Prince
Edward County 1o avoid inte-
gration. Some communitios
filled in their public swimming
pools and closed their ennis
cournts. and others removea
library seats. rather than it
blacks and whites share the
fucilities.

Blacks who challenged
segregation receved litde help
from the federal government.
President Eisenhower had no
enthusiasm for the Browen dedi-
siom, and he desperately want-
ed 1o avoid segregation
disputies.

Finallv. in 1957 a crisis in
Lile Rock. Arkansas, forced

Fisenhower to act.

NINE PIONEERS IN
LITTLE ROCK

On September 1 1957,
Governor Oncl Faubuos
ordered tro ps o surrouid
Cenual High Shoobin Linde
Roxch. 1o heep nine black wen-
dgers fronmy entenng. Despite
the Brown raling which sand
Black students haedanght o

dttend mtegrdted schools,

\
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Governor Faubus was deter-
mined to keep the schools seg-
regated.

That afternoon, a federal

" judge ordered Faubus to let the

black students atend the white
school. The next dayv. when
15-vear-old Elzabeth Eckford
setout for class. she was
mobbed. spit upon and cursed
by angry whites. When she
finally made her way o the
front steps of Centrad High.
National Guard soldiers wirned
her away,

An outraged federat judge
again ordered the governor o
let the children go 1o school.

Faubus removed the troops but

gave the black children no pro-
tection. The nine black children
niade it to their fiesst class, but
had 16 be sent homie when a
violent white mob gathered out-
side the school. Faubus said the
disturbance proved the schood
should nat be integrated.
President Fisenhower had
a4 choice: he could either send
in federal troops o protect the
children or allow 4 governor 1o
defy the Constitution. Saying
“our personal opinions have
no bearing on the matter of
enforcement,” the president
ordered in troops. For thie rest

of the school vear, US soldiers

walked alongside the Little




Rock nine as they went from example tor President John F.

class to class. Kennedy who in 1962 ordered

The next year. Governor

federal troops to protect Jumes
Faubus shur down all the pub-

Meredith as he hecame the first

lic schools rather than integrate black student to attend the

them. A year later, the US. University of Mississippi. 3

Supreme Court ruled that “eva-
sive schemes™ could not be
used to avoid integration, and
the Little Rock schools were
finally opencd to black and
white students.

Although the Litle Rock
case did not end the long bat-
tle tor school integration, it
proved the federal government
would not tolerate brazen defi-
ance of tederal law by state

officials. It also sernved as an

am
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Yop. Elizabeth Eckiord braved the
angry white crowds by

herself on the first day that nine
black youths were adnutied 1o
Little Rock High

Above, Many wiutes supported the

official defiance ot integration
laws. and they clected politciats
who voiced the strongest teais:
tance o cwvil nghts
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By inviting
confrontation but
remaining
nonviolent, civil
rights activists
demonstrated
the justice of
their cause and
exposed the
brutalities of
racism.

One Monday afternoon in
1960, four black college stu-
dents walked into a4 Wool-
worth's store in Greensboro,
North Carolina. Thev bought a
tube of toothpaste and some
school supplics. then sat down
at the Junch counter ang
ordered coftee, “We don't

FREL A1 AN
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serve colored here,” the wait-

ress told them. The four voung

men kept their seats unul the
store closed.

The next day. they were
joined by 19 other black <t
dents. By the week's end. w0

students, including i few

AR

whites, were sitting in shifts a
the Woolwonh's lunch counter.
The following week, sit-ins
were taking place inseven
North Carolina citics.

Na previous sitin had
captured the atention of
voung Americans like those in
North Carolime Youth in more




than 100 Southern cities con-
ducted sit-ins aginst segregal-
ed restaurants, parks,
swimming pools, libraries and
theaters, Within a vear, about
“0000 people had participated
in sit-ins and 3,000 had been
arrested. In some border states,

young protesters succeeded in

integrating lunch counters qui-
ethy and easily. But in the
Deep South, they were beaten,
kicked, sprayed with food, and
hurned with cigarettes. Many
were arrested or expedled from
school.

The sit-ins brought black

PREE AT EASI
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youth into the front lines of the

civil rights movement. Most of
them were only children when
the Supreme Court outlawed
school segregation and they
had grown into adulthood with
the great hope that their rights
would be fulfilled. When they
saw how slow change was
oceurring, they became impa-
tient with the established civil
rights organizations. Seeking
independence from the older
generation, they formed a
group called the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Commit-
tee (SNCO).

Black students in Nashwille
sat patiently at ali-white lunch
counters for hours, enduring
harassment and violence and
sometimes boredom in their
determination to break down
the walits of segregation.

The young members of
SNCC were heavily influenced
by James Lawson, a Nashville
theology student who had
studied the nonviolent philoso-
phy of Gandhi. Like Martin
Luther King Jr., Lawson
believed the power of Christian
love could overcome the
forces of hatred. Lawson
taught students how to sit
peacefully while being
screamed at and spit upon,
and how to fall into a position
that protected their head and
internal organs from beatings,




He told them it was honorable
te go 1o jail tor the cause of
equality.

Fren those who did not
share the religious beliefs of
Lawson and King saw the
clfectiveness of nonviolence.
Over and over again, peaceful
protesters were battered by
fists and clubs simply for tving
to exercise their rights. These
specticles of undesen ed bru-
tality tore at the consciences of
most Americans and loreed the

federal government into action.

FREEDOM RIDES

On Mav 1 1901 g group
of Dlacks and whites set out on
a highly publicized 1o test
a Supreme Court orcder outlaw-

ing segregation m bus ermi-

VI AL EASL f 4

nals. Many of them belonged

to the revitalized Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE), which
lutd tested integration faws

during the 19405, They called
themselves Freedom Riders

Ten davs into ther jour-

nes. on Mather's Dav, the first
bus of Frecedom Riders pulled

into the terminal at Anniston,

Alabama. Waiting for it was
mob of white men carnving
pipes. clubs, bricks and knives.
The bus driver quickly drove
oft, but the mob caught up
with the bus again outside the
vty They smuashed the win-

dow s and tossed a tirebomb




into the bus. As the bus went
up in flames, the riders rushed
out into the hands of the mob
and were brutally beaten.
When the second busload
of Freedom Riders pulled into
Anniston. eight white men
hoarded the bus and beat the
occupants from the front to the
rear. The most seriously
injured was Walter Bergman,
who was thrown to the floor
and kicked unconscious. He
suffered a stroke as a result of

arranged for the wounded
Freedom Riders to fly out of
Alabama. students in Nashville
made plans to finish the Free-
dom Ride. Federal officials
tried to discourage them, but
the students were determined.
They dreve to Birmingham,
hut were arrested at the bus
station and then driven hack to
the Alabama-Tennessee line,
where they were left on a
lonely highway late at night.
They made their way back

around the world. To avoid
further bloodletting, the federal
government had 1o act.

Having fuiled to stop the
Freedom Riders, President
Kennedy decided o protect
thenm. Anomney General Robent
Rennedy told Mississippi offi-
cials thev could continue 0
enforce their segregation laws if
they would guarantee the Free-
dom Riders' safety. From then

on. the Freedom Riac.s traveled

unhamied into Jackson.

the beating and was confined
10 a wheelchair for life.

When the second group
of Freedom Riders stepped off
their bus in Birmingham. thev
were attacked by another
white moh. Not a policeman
was in sight to protect then
For ten minutes, the mob wild-
Iy beat the already-battered
Freedom Riders. Several were
hospitalized. Jim Peck. & long-
time CORE activist, required 53
stitches to close his wounds.

As top federal officials

Birmingham and finally man-
aged 1o get a bus to Mont-
gomeny. When their bus
armived in Montgomeny, it was
met by a mob of more than
1000 whites who beat the
Freedom Riders without police
interference. This time, a presi-
dential aide assigned to moni-
tor the crisis was injured in the
melee.

The unchecked mob sio-

lence was headline news

Mississippi. where they were
promply arrested and put in
jail. By the end of the summer.
328 Freedom Riders had served

time in Mississippi prisons.

Determined to put an end

to the dangerous Freedom

Rides. Attorney General

Kennedy took the unusual wep

of asking the Interstate Com-
merce Commission 1o issue
regulations against segregated
terminals. In September. the

Commiission complicd,

Opposite page, above. Frecco™
Riders rest after beng atiackeo
by members of a whiie mgo Tre
Riders were beater a~d ire-
bus was burnea ouis-ae
Annisior Alabara

Opposite page, below. Jo Lew.
(lef) and Jim Zwerg were
wounaed -n the aitacx on
Freedom Rigers .n Mortgomen,
Left. Troops were “raly broug™:
in to protec: the Freeao™m Roers
after the senes of attacks »
Alabama Many of the Rae's
were arrested ard ,a: ¢ ~
Jackson. Msssson: arime era
of the:r ;ourrey
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ordering bus companies to
ohey the carlier Supreme Count
ruling.

Onee agtin, voung
protesters had exposed the
infustices of segregation and
torced the federal gosernment
tor detend consitutional rights
Ther courage dso served to

revive the student protest

movement, which had
slumped after the lunch
counter sit-ins had ended. And
they anracted fresh troops —
niny of them white and
Northern —- into the Souther
il nghts movement.,

Abon L said Matin

Yy ‘1
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Luther Ring Jr.. the Freedom
Rides demonstrated “the real
meaning of the movement: that
students had faith in the future.
That the movement was based
on hope, that this movement
had something within it that
says somehow even though
the arc of the moral universe is
long, it bends toward justice.”
King took that hope with
him 1o Birmingham. Alabama,
in 1963.

BIRMINGHAM

Bimungham was known
as the South's most segregated
citv. The best schools and
restaurants were closed to
blacks. The better paving jobs
in business and government
were withheld from blacks.
Terrorists had bombed 60
black homes and churches
since the end of World War 11,
vet no one had oen amrested.
The city police were notorious
for their brutality and racism.

When King came 10 Bir-
mingham to lead anti-segregi-
tion boveotts and mas~ marches,
Commissioner Eugene ~Bull”
Connor ordered his police offi-
cems 1o respoidd with foree
Americins saw nightly new s
coverage of the Bimmingham
demonsirtors being struch by
police clubs. bitten by dogs, ind
knoched down by tomrents of
water strong enough to ep bark
from trees

Hundreds of demonstya-
tors, including King, «cre
arrested While ingail, King
1esponded to white ministers
whao urged him o be more

patient in his demands. In his




famous “Letter from a

Birmingham Jail.” King wrote.
T gtiess it is easy for those
who have never felt the sting-
g s of segregation o say,
Wit " But, he saud, freedom
is never voluntarily given by
the oppressor, it must be

demanded by the oppressed ™

Many in the Birmingham
movement were sehool chil-
dren. For weehs, they begged
o be allowed to march with
the other dvil rights denon
stuitors Findth o on Mas 3
1903, thousands of children —

some s voung as sis vears old

Enbl AT AN

— walked bravely through the
police dogs and fire hoses and
were drested. Going to fail
was their hadge of honor

The jailing of ¢hildren
horrificd Americans, including
Kennedy administration ofti-
cials. Federal medistors were
dispatched to Birmmgham with
orders to work out a settlement
between King's torees and the
city's business community. In
the end. the businessmen
agreed tointegrae downtown
facilities and to hie more
blacks.

A DREAM SHARED

The vidon i Buming:

ham fueled the movement,

o
[

Opposite page. Soaked from the
fire hoses used by Brmngham
polce ¢ v nignts achwists strug-
ged to contam therr anger Thexr
profests remaned nonvioient
Nrough contnuai atlacks by
pohce dunng the sprrg of 1963
Above. Demonstrators hudated
it proteciion under the torce of
water poweriul enough 10 "D
tark from the trees

Left, Pouce used fierce attack
dngs aganst ine Birmaegnar:

Civ o rghts marchers
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1 and civil fights activities spread

throughout the United States.
Even in the White House, the
support for reform was grow-
ing.

On June 11, 1903, Presi-
dent Kennedy delivered his
strongest civil rights message
ever. "We face... a moral cri-
sis.” he said. A great change is
at hand, and our task, our obli-
gation, is to make that revolu-
tion...peacetul and construc-
tve forall.”™ Only days later,
Kennedy sent a comprehensive
civil rights bill to Congress.

In August. a huge hopetul
crowd of 230,000 blacks and
whites marcned on Washing-
ton to show support for the
proposed bill. Mantin Luther
King Jr. addressed the crowd
from the front of the Lincoln
Memoral The suceesses of
1963, he said, were “not an
endd. hut i beginning

“There will be neither rest
nor franguality in America until
the Negro is granted his citi-
senship rights. . W will not be

satistied until justice rolls down
like waters and righteousness
like a mighty stream.”

The crowd cheered in
jubilation as King's speech
came to a close: “When we
allow freedom to ring. when
we let it ring from eveny village
and every hamlet, from every
state and city, we will e able
to speed up that day when all
of God's children — black
men and white men, Jews and
Gentiles, Catholics and Protes-
tants — will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of
the old Negro spiritual, “Free at
last, free at fast: thank God
Almightv, we are free at lastt ™

King's “I Have A Dream™
speech would be remembxered
as a high point of the civil
nghts movement. Two weeks
later, a dynamite explosion
killed four Sunday School stu-
dents at Birmingham's Six
teenth Street Baptist Chuich.

The Birmingham bombing,
and the assassination of Presi-

dent Kennedy two months

My
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later created increased public
suppon for 4 comprehensive
civil rights law. The following
summer, Congress passed the
1964 Civil Rights Act. By out-
lawing segregation in public
accommodations, the new fed-
eral law validated the cause of
the Freedom Rides and student
sit-ins. and ensured the end of
Ty . b ) . ®  Birmingham-stvle segregation.
-“2-‘7 'lf A v, ad .t Ty '-, , ,«,m%'_ - : . But it did not address the prob-
LT q.‘p P A IR " lem of voting rights — that

A
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struggle was taking pl.ce on

g e A
1'1',.'_ UT AF pagrg' B y., _ LN anp another bloody battleground. @
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ot

"g ' ., , [_ R = ‘ : Marun Luther King Jr (1n robe}
__“‘° . prepares to speak to the

Q 7~ m . ‘V‘ ke ‘Q . . : massive crowd (rnight) that
!‘ 11 A= gathered in front of the Lincoin
‘\ ,4“_" ' Memorial duning the March on
’!.M

Washington
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Despite the
glaborate
restrictions
designed to keep
blacks from voting
in the South,

many risked their
lives to vote. It was
not until 1965, after a
violent ‘Freedom
Summer' that black
Southerners won
full voting rights.

Less than a week after the

childien marched in Birming-
ham two fehombs cuashed
to the Mississippr Linhouse
of Hautnan Furnbow  Betore
b cottld Tead his wite and

daughtor out of the buring

house, Turnbow had to fight
olt a gang of white men who
were wing outside

The iirehombimg was
Hatman fumbow s punish

ment for tang tovote: Vew

i
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davs cardier, he had becone
the first black person sinee the
turn of the centuny o fill out o
vater registration o in
Holmes County.

For blacks in the South,
voring had abwavs been dan-
gerous business, Flaborite reg.
ulations limmed black voting,
and anvone who tried ©
deteat the systent was pun-
ished. In 1938, for example,
black farmer Lzell Henry voted
in . Democratic pemary in
Greenshurg, foustan The
nest morning. he was beaten
by white men and left for
dead. Henn Bved, b suffered

permanent brain damage




Ballot

Attacks on black voters At the whim of loczl offi-

were common, but they were cials. voting lists could be

not the oniy tacties used to “purged” of unqualified voters.

or had their rents doubled. To

nuke the job of voter intimida-
tion easier, Mississippi newspa-
pers printed the names of all
voter applicants.

One of the cruelest official
actions against black voters
was the food cut-off in LeFlore
County, Mississippi. in the win-

ter of 1962, In retaliation for

Opposite page. An elderty man
takes his turn at the voter regis-
trar's table in Selma, Alabama
Until 1965. it was difficult and
dangerous for blacks to vote in
the South.

Above left, Voting nights demon-
strators were attacked by state
troopers at the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in Seima. Alabama
Above. Violence against South-

keep blucks away from the
polls, State Tegislatures had
more sophisticated tools, Untit
the mid-1900s, most Southern
states had Eiws requiring soters
to pay poll tses, pass literaey
tests, or read and interpret am
section of the state constitu-
tion. Noter registrars applicd
the tests unequally. Blacks
were rejected for mispronotne

ing .t word while whites were

approved who could not read
atall.

In four Lovisiana parishes
between 1901 and 1963, 90
pereent of registered black vot-
ers were taken off the roles
while onby a handful of whites
were removed.

W hites also used cconom-
i weapons aganst black vot-
ers. A voter registration worker
0 Southwest Georgii wrote in
1903 that ~any [black person]
who works {or . white man m
Terrell County and registers o
vote can expect to lose his

jioh.” Others were denied loans

ern voting activists attracted the

. H HIINERY > AT
an Inense vorer registration attention of Northern protesters

drive, county officials ended
the government food surplus
program that poor blacks
depended on o get them
through the winter. Voter regis-
tration workers organized a
substitute reliet program with
nationwide support.

I terrorism, legal obsta-
dlesand ceonomic reprisals
were not enough (o stop black
voter activity, there was also
jail. Police arrested voter regis-

tration workers throughout the

<Y
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South for charges such as dis-
tributing handbills without a
license. inciting to riot, con-
tributing 1o the delinquency of
minors, and disturbing the
peace.

When Hartman Turnbow's
house was firchombed,

Turnbow and voter registration

waorker Bob Moses were arrest-
ed for arson. The sheriff said
they set the fire themselves to
draw sympathy for their voting

rights campaign.

JRET AT LAS)

Bobh Moses had been
working for SNCC in
Southwest Mississippi since
1901 :ind was no stranger to
intimidation. The first time he
accompanied black voter

applicants to the courthouse in

Ju

AR

»

Amite County, he was arrested
for interfering with an officer
and spent three nights in @il
The second time. he was beat-
en. Moses friend Herbent Lee
was Killed for helping in the
voter registration drive.

Against such odds, Moses
and others made slow progress
in registering voters.  And they
had & long way to go.
Although blacks made up near-
ly half the population in
Mississippi. only five percent
were registered to vote. In
some counties, not a single
black person was registered.

FREEDOM SUMMER

Black voting became a
cructd goal of the civil rights
movement. Civil nights activists
knew that & few highly publi-
cized integration canipaigns



would not sustain the move-
ment. Only hy building signifi-
cant voting strength would
Southern blacks be able to
keep pressure on the govern-
ment to protect their rights.

Several leading civil rights
groups combined forees 1o
establish the Council of
Federated Organizations
{COFO) voter registration proy-
eat. COFO workers helped
blacks fifll out the complicated
voler registration forms. Thev
also helped poor people get
government assistance and
taught black chidedren how 1o
read and write

As a result of COFO
efforts, the number of black
voters in the South rose steadi-
fy. But e was a dong uphill bat-
the against @ harsh set of
obstacles. Many blacks were

afraid of reprisals or intimidat-

ed by the complicated require-
ments of registration. COFO
activists became more ar
more frustrated. Instead of
teaching blacks how to comply
with unconstitutional faws,
they wanted the laws changed
aitogether. Yet their demands
for new federal legisiation
went unanswered.

In 1964, COFO launched
campaign called Freedom
Summer to bring attention to
the voting abuses. A thousand
college students — most of
them white — were brought ©
Mississippi to register voters
and teach in Freedom Schools.
Black voters had suffered years
of repression, and the barriers
to voting remained. If the
white volunteers were beaten
or arrested for voting activites,

civil rights leaders reasoned,

FREE VY LN

Opposite page, left. Vo'er
registration forms in Mississipp
required applicants to interpret
a section of the state
constitution before they were
allowed to vote.
Opposite page, right. Stucent
volunteers for Freedom Summer
were trained in technrques of
nonviolence. ncluding how to fatl
under the blows of an attacker
Left. Preparing to leave for
Mississipp:. Northern college
students join hands and sing
Below. Veleran activist Bob
Moses educates a group of
students about the dangers they
will face as civit ights volunteers
in Mississipp:
the country might take notice.

No one anticipated the
magnitude of the violence that
would follow. On the first day
of Freedom Summer, three
workers — Michael Schwerner,
Andrew Goodman.
and James Chaney
— were kidnapped
and Killed, and their
bodies were buried
deep in an carthen
dam. By the end of
the summer. 37 black
churches had been
burned, 30 homes
bombed. 80 civil

rights workers beaten.,

and more than 1,000
arrested.

The brutal white
response to Freedom
Summer brought

national attention to

racism in Mississippi and
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Above. Sheriff Jim Clark's
posse, armed with clubs.
faced down the Selma
marchers. The standoff lasted
unti! a federal court permitted
the march to go on

Right. A Seima marcher com-
forts an injured companion
after they were attacked by
state troopers using tear gas
and clubs

strengthened support for vot-
ing rights legistation. People
everywhere saw that black
people in Mississippi were
determined to win their rights.
even if it meant risking their
lives

By August. 80.000 blacks
in Mississippi had joined the
Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party in a direct
challenge to the stae's segre-
gationist Democratic party. Led
by veteran activists Fannic Lou
Hamer, Victoria Gray, Annie
Divine. and Aaron Heary, Ot
delegates from the Freedom
Demaocratic Panty attended the
Democratic National Con-
vention. Althougl it wis not
olficially recognized. the dele-
adtion hrought worldwide
attention to the catse of voting

rights in Mississippi

Ty

THE SELMA MARCH

In Alabama, too. blacks
had been demonstrating for
voting rights. Since 1963,
blacks in Marion and Selma
had heen marching to the
courthouse to register. only 10
be tirned back by police.
Then in carly 1965, Martin
Luther King Jr. came to Sehma,
bringing with him the attention
of national media. King's night-
Iy mass meetings inspired
more blucks to join the strug-
gle. and the marches were
stepped up. Hundreds were
arrested.

Onee again, it was the
spectacle of senseless violenee
that caused the nation to
respond. On Februarny 20,
1905, fimmy Lee Jackson was
<not and killed by« state
trooper in neathy Marion. On

March 7, demonsteatons

3<
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attempting to march from

seln to the state capitol in
Montgomen were brutaly
beaten back by state troopers,
Davs later. Rev. James Reeb. o
civil rights volunteer from
Boston. was heaten o death
on it Selma street.

King issued a nationwide
appedl for support, and thou-
sands came from all over the

countny Lo join in the march to




Montgomery. On March 25,

after four days of walking, a
huge crowd gathered at the
state capitol

King spoke to them abouwt
the importance of being able
to vote. “Fhe Civil Rights Act of

B
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1904 gave Negroes some part
of their rightful dignity, but
without the vote it was dignin
without strength

Weare stll i tor asea-
san ol suffering.” King warned

them. But violence woutkd now

FRED AL A
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stop the movement. “We must
keep going.”

Later that dav, Viola Gregg
Liuzzo. a Michigan mother of
five, was shot and kiiled
Klansmen as she was helping
to transport Selma marchers In
response o the Selma nurch
and the murders of Jachson,
Reeh and Lazzo. Congross
passed the Votng Rights At
on Julv 9. 1903 The bill ow-
lawed abstaces 1o black voting
and authonzed tederal olficnls
o enforce farvotng pricctices
M over the south, thousands
of hlachs were regimtened 1o

vole the nest sedr W

Above left. Children took their turn
to march and go to jail during the
long senies of voting nghts
demonstrations in Selma dunng
1965

Above right, A lone white woman
voices her support for the Seima
marchers.

Left. Martin Luther King Jr walks
beside SNCC representative
James Forman (in overalls and
tie} at the start of the Selma o
Montgomery march




Day

The civil rights
movement
ended legal
apartheid in the
South and
forever changed
relations
between blacks
and whites. It
continues today
in the battle
against
inequalities and
injustices that
remain.

Rage

By 1965, the civil nghis
movement had won broad
new Jegislation protecing the
nehts of black atizens After
the passage of the 1904 Uil
Rights Act and the 1963 Nating
Rights Act the federal govern
ment tooh 1 much greder rofe
i mottoring ool mtegra
won, registering black voters,
and prosecunng racally meb-
vaied cnimes

The movement gave black
prople thioughout \menca

reneswed prde They faed

Cortoar ey
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jorced atederal government to
recogniZze its tesponsibiliies
They had establshed ther own
nobitical strengthy They had
seen e ise of new and pow
ertul black teaders They had
witnessed the structares of seg
reaaton demantled by the
courdzeous acls ol ordinan
prople ke themsehves

Yot the exhiarating suc
cosses of the movement were
acconmpanied Dy tensions wath
n s ranhs Some ol the
vomnger an il nghes ot

cticzed Martin bathe s R

3

Jon ey Onng Tesources 1o s

murches mstedd of grissroots
polincal organizing Some
questioned the doctrie of
nomviolence Others abjected
tor the role plaved by whites m
the movemoent and ~aid blacks
~hould brald thew own mde
pendent political stractures
The Vietnam Wi nused
another pomt of contention
sarie o rights acinss
argued that the wan dranned
nattonal resorees Trom the
stniggle aganst poverty and

wustiee A home, others




thought civit rights and foreign

policy should remain separate.

The more militant activists
became incredsingly frustrated
with the slow pace of change
and the polities of the more
consenvative leaders The s
dents in SNCC asked whites to
leave their organization and
chose black milint Mokl
Carmichael as their leader,
They took up the phise
“hlack poveer o deseribe thewr
new focus on building black-
led politicat organizations n
the South.

Maleolm X gained popu-
fanty s a nationwide
spohesmun for black power. A
Blach Muslim. Malcolny criti-
cized the strategy of nonvio-
lence, saving it is crinunal o
teach o muan not 1o defend
himsedt when he s the con-
stant victn of brutdl attacks.”
(M

com renotnced violenoe
and urged blacks not to hate
whites shorth belore s assas
sinttion on Febraary 21 1965
The messages of Dlack mil

aney strich @ chord momany

PREE AL
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urban vouth whose lives were
not affected by the suceesses
of the civil rights movement.
They Tived in the midst of
crime and poverty, they anend-
edinadequate schaols and
dropped out carly s and the
had hude chanee 1o get decent
obs, New vl rights Law s
could not change the fact tha
their own futures were dim
Frastrated by mosement
that seenied to be passing
them byo mam voung blachs
took their funv 1o the strects

Cittes erupted b across

Vot
col

Opposite page. Violence erupted
dunng a protest m Memphis a
week before Martin Luiher Kang
Jr was assassinated there
Above. Two young grls run frorn
pokce durng the second day of
soting m New York Ciy
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America during four consecu-
tive summers. In 1964, black
arcits of New York City,
Chicago and Phitadelphia were
torn by rioting. The next sum-
mer, the worst ot in decades
destroved the Watts section of
Los Angeles — feaving 34 peo-
ple dead. 5.000 under arrest,
and millions of dollars of prop-
eny burned. The rioting con-
tinued through the summer of
1967, By the time it was over.
more than 17.000 people had

moving towird two societios.
one black and one white —

separate and unequal.”

NEW DIRECTIONS

The riots dismaved vl
rights activists, both militant
and consenvative, and awak-
ened them to the enormous
problems faced by urhan
blacks — problems that called
for something more than sit-ins

and mass marches.

Seeking a new direction

been arrested. nearly 100 were
dead. and over 1000 were
injured.

That summer. President
Tohnson appointed o special
commission to study the caus
os of whan e notimg. On

\Liech 20 1908, the Remner

Commussion refeased s report,

ane warned that Amenca s

for the movement and an alter-
native o violenee. Martin
Luther king Ir. plinned o Poor
People s March on Washington
for 18 He hoped 1o revitad
17¢ the movement by bringing
together i poor people --
blick and whne

in March 1908, king took
A break from planng the
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Poor People’s March o go o
Memphis, where striking sani-
tation workers had asked for
his support. There. he was shat
andd Killed by James Earl Ray
on the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel on April -+, 1968

King's dream of a move-
ment rejuvenated by poor peo-
ple never came true. Black
anger erupted again after his
assassination. and many cities
imposed curfews o halt funther
outhrezks of violence.

By that time. the weight of
public opinion had wrned
against the militant factions in
the movement. The federal
government, through the FBIL
hegan @ campadign to destrov
groups fike CORE and SNCC
by using illegal wirctaps and
informers and by spreading
fulse information about them.

Their movement divided
by philosophy and by sabotage.
trditionad civit ghts leadership
ook up the task of crisis man-
agement. Thev worked to case
tensions in the ghettos and
muintain calm during wense
school desegregation hattles. A1
the same time they began to
address the complex racial
problems thae remained -—
including incqualities in hous-
ing, education, job opportuni-
ties. and health care. Those
incqualities are sull the concerns

of il rghts activists today,

THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEGACY

From Montgomen o
Memphis, the civil rights mon e
ment won gredt changes i
American lite It ended egal

apartheid in the American




i
!

south and forever changed
relations between blicks and
whites. It emboldenced blick
and other non-white Ameri

cans. In the process, it gave

new ifte 1o the movement for

women's rights and to the
vaearnmgs ab other disadvan-
tiged groaps

But two decades of
progress could not erise cen
tries of oppression. Statstic s

show that more than thirty
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veurs after the Montgomery
bus boveott. blacks in America
are sl more likely than whites
to die in intney, live i pover-
t.and drop out of school
Blitehs carn less mones than
whites and work at fower
skalled jobs Most Tive in segre-
atted neighbothoods, ancd
many sullattend schools that
are poorer and predommantly

black The evidence is ane

3

whelming that blacks and
whites do not have equal
chances in America.

While the most degrading
structures of discrimination
were brought down, many of
the attitudes that supported
those structures still exist
Those attitudes are seen in the
hundreds of cross burnings,
vandalisms. and attacks that
victimize minorities cach vear.
They are advertised by the
thousands of young neo-Nazi
Skinheads who listen 10 racist
rock music, brand themselves
with swastikas, and boast
about “bashing” minorites. And
they are seen daily in racial
slurs scrawled on school lock-
ers or shouted at the football
games, racist jokes told among
friends. and voluntary segrega-
tion in school cafeterias.

As long as inequatities and
racial prejudice remain, the
work of the ¢ivil rights move-
ment — onrwork — will not
be finished. But we know it
can be accomplished. because
the ¢ivil rights movement of
the past has proved that ordi-
nany people can change their
workl. The victories of the
movement were won by i
Lrgelv anonvmous mass of cit-
izens. black and white, many
of them voung. who dared o
risk Hite and limb for freedon’s
cluse. And they were won
hecause the strength of our
democratic form of govern-
ment s its abaliny to respondd o
the people. That s why, as
Jong as we have inustice —
and people willing to make it
therr cause = the movement

will continue on, W
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Opposite page. A North Carolina
woman carries homemade sign
in protest.

Above left, Civii nights activists
launched a mass march i an all-
white Georgia county in January
of 1987 — a week after an earlier
march was attacked by
Klansmen

Below left. Demonstrators wave
American flags at the Alabama
State Capttol.




Rev. George Lee
1903 -1955

“Rev. Lee did not
Jjust tell the people
what they ought to
do. He gave them
an example ... He
fought for equality

and first class
citizenship and he
asked them to
follow him."

~ Roy Wilkins.
NAACP Executive Director.

[
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n 1954, blacks in Belzoni, Missis-
sippi outnumbered whites two to
one. But like all Southern blacks.
they were not allowed to attend white
schools. They were forbidden to eat in
white restaurants. They would be arrested
if they sat in bus seuts reserved for whites.
And they did not vote.

Integration would be a long time com-
ing to the small Delta town on the banks
of the Yazoo River. Rev. George Lee, a
bluck minister who also ran a local grocery
store and printing press. had no illusions
that it would come in his lifetime or that it
would come without a struggle.

But Lee knew where the change
would have to begin: at the ballot box.
Despite the Supreme Court's recent ruling
that outlawed school segregation, Lee
knew there would be no equality for
blacks in Belzoni until they could vote.

FULL-FLEDGED CITIZENSHIP

George Lee was born and mised in
poverty on a Mississippi plantation. His
only education came from the segregated
plantation school. By the time he came to
Belzoni, he possessed two valuable skills
— typesetting and preaching — and he
planned to use both to help blacks
improve their lives.

When he began preaching about vot-
ing at black Baptist churches in and
around Belzoni in the early 1950s. it was
as if he were advocating revolution. Not
only were there no black voters in
Humphreys County, but “they weren't
even thinking about it,” said Rosebud Lee
Henson, Lee's widow.

It would be another 10 vears before
civil rights workers launched a massive
campaign to win voting rights in Mississippi.
Throughout the 1960s, they would suffer
beatings and arrests. For a black man to
rise his voice against discrimination in 195+
wus an unimaginable risk. Lee knew that.

With the help of his friend Gus
Courts, Lee started a chapter of the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP). They printed
leaflets and held mectings, urging blacks 1o
pay the poll tax G fee for voting that was
later ruled ilegab) and to register to vote,

Whites in town immediately organized
a White Citizens Council to fight back. The
names of blacks registered to vote were
put on a list and circulated to white

EREE AT 1A

businessmen who retaliated by firing them
from their jobs, denying them credit and
raising their rent

In the face of white resistance. George
Lee was a clever diplomat. At a meeting of
county officials, Lee thanked the white
leadership for its “generosity.” and then
gently suggested: “Whereas all the border-
ing counties are permitting Negroes to pay
poll taxes. register and vote without any ill
effects, we feel sure that the same could
happen in this county....We respectfully
ask that you will at this time endorse and
support our efforts to become full-fledged
citizens in this county.”

COULDN'T BE BOUGHT

The white men who ran Belzoni were
not interested in giving the power of the
ballot to a black population which out-
numbered them and could easily out-vote
them. They decided George Lee nad to be
stopped.

One day a few of the white leaders
came to visit Lee, and told him they had
decided to let him and his wite vote as
long as he stopped trying to get other
blacks to vote. "George told them he
appreciated that,” his widow remembered.,
“but he wanted evervone to have a
chance. And then they knew that he
couldn't be hought.”

Within a year. Lee and Courts con-
vinced 92 black people to register. Then
the white resistance turned violent. Blacks
found their car windshields busted out. A
black club was ransacked, and a note was
lett behind reading, “This is what will hap-
pen to Negroes who try to vote.”

Lee and Courts regulaly received
death threats. Lee tried to take precautions,
bt he knew his davs were numbered.
Rose begged him o slow down his activi-
tics. But. she remembered, "He said some-
bady had to lead.”

On the Saturday before Mother's Day
in 1935, Lee was driving toward home
when he was hit by gunfire from a
passing car, With half his face blown apart,
Lee pulled himself out of the car
and made his way o a cab stand. Two
black drivers took him to the hospital
where he died.

HE GAVE THEM AN EXAMPLE

Without conducting an investigition,

~the sheriff concluded that Lee was fatally

~r




It took great courage for a
black person to register to
vole in Mississippi in the
1950s. Many. like George
Lee, were willing to risk their
jobs, their homes and th.eir
own lives in order 0 exercise
their constitutional right

injured in a traffic accident. When doctors
pointed out the lead pellets taken from
Lee’s head and face, the sherff said they
were probubly dental fillings. Even after he
was informed that dentists didn't use lead
for fillings. the sherift refused to investigate.
In the end, a coroner's jury ignored the evi-
dence that Lee was murdered and ruled
that he dicd of unknown causes.

NAACP officials called Lee's murder
the most brutal act in a campaign of wrror-
ism against black people vwho tried to vote,
A celebration of the first anniversany of the
Brown v. Board decision was turned into a
memortal service for Lee. NAACP Executive
Director Roy Wilkins addressed the capaci-
v crowd:

“Rev. Lee did notjust tell the people
whit they ought to do. He gave them an
example: he did these things himself. He
fought tor cquality and first lass citizen-
ship and be asked them o follow him.”

Wilkins urged blacks to continug the

struggle that Lee began in Belzoni. Many
were so terrified by Lee's murder that they
removed their names from the voter rolls,
but Gus Courts was determined not to
back down. Then, six months after Lee's
death, Courts was hit by shots from a pass-
ing car. He recovered from his injuries but
his assailants were never caught. Finally,
vielding to the fears of his family, Counts
abandoned his voter registration efforts and
moved 1o Chicago, B
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Lamar Smith
1892 -1955

At a time when
Mississippi law and
white threats kept
most blacks from
voting, Lamar Smith
was determined
that his people
would have a say in
local government.

amar Smith, a 03-year-old World
War [l veteran, commanded
unusual wealth and respect for 2
black Mississippian in the 1950s, He ran a
profitable farm, belonged to several presti-
gious black lodges. and enjoyed fishing
and hunting with whites as well as blacks.
Nevertheless, smith was shot dead i
a white man in broad davlight. while a
crowd of people watched. And no one
was ever tried for his murder because not
a single eyewitness would testfy that they
+ saw a white man kill a black man.
i Lamar Smith's murder renuins largely
a mystery. But there is little doubt that it
had to do with politics.

FEARLESS CAMPAIGNER

At a time when Mississippi law and
white threats kept most blacks from voting,
Lamar Smith was determined that his peo-
ple would have a say in local government.
He fearlessly organized black voters in Lin-

coln County. campaigned for candidates
he judged to be fair, and even helped
organize absentee-buliot drives among
hlacks. (It wus common practice among
whites in the county to misuse absentee
hallots.)

Blacks still only made up a small per-
centage of the total vote, but with Lamar
Smith's etforts, their strength was grow-
ing. They might not be able to clect o
black candidate, but they could at least
make the white politicians pay attention
to them.

Lamar Smith was one man who was
not afraid 1o make his voice heard. In July
1955, he campaigned hard agains: an
incumbent county supervisor, He cast his
own vote in the August 2nd primary clec-
tion, and was spending the tinal duays
before the run-off clection campaigning
among black voters.

On Saturday. August 13 — nine days
before the run-off — Smith went down to

FRIT AL TASE



the county courthouse on business As he
stoad on the lawn, he was approached by
severdl white men who began arguing with
him. The courthouse lawn was a popular
weekend gathering place, and a number of
people watched as one of the white men
pulled out i 38-caliber pistol and shot
Lamar Smith at close range,

Brookhaven Sheriff Robert Case was
close enough o hear the gunshot and see
a blood-splattered white man leave the
scene. But it was eight days before he
arrested three men for the murder.

SILENT WITNESSES

Although many people had witnessed
the argument and the shooting. no one
was willing to testify to what they saw on
the courthouse lawn that Saturday., With-
out evidence. the grand jury could return
no indictments, and the three white men
went free.

The grand jury™s report noted that
“although it was generally known or
alleged to be known who the partics were
in the shooting, yet people standing within
20 or 30 feet at the time claim o know
nothing about it, and most assuredly

somebody has done a good job of trying
to cover up the evidencee in this case...”

No evidence has sunvived 1o shed light
on why Lamar Smith was Killed. Prosecutor
E.C. Barlow characterized the murder as
political, rather than macial It was “the
direct result of focal disputes, tocal politics
in the race for Supenvisor....”

An NAACP investigation showed that
Lamar Smith ~had received several threas
on his life it he did not slow down on his
political activities.” NAACP Special Counsel
Thurgood Marshall (who 12 years Luer
became the nation's first black Supreme
Court justice) wrote that Smith's murder
was part of ongoing black voter intimici-
tion in Mississippi and noted that Smith
was killed three months after voter registra-
tion organizer George Lee was murdered in
Belzoni.

One white min who had known Smith
tor neardy 15 vears and considered himself
a friend said Lamar Smith was killed for
one simple reason: he refused o aceept
second-class citizenship as a black man.
“I'm sure if there was any reason for the
shooting it was that Smith thought he wus
as good as any white man.” @

In rural areas where blacks made up a large
percentage of the population whites in power went
10 extremes to prevenl them from voting Leaders
like Lamar Smith helped blacks file absentee
ballots so they wouldn't have 1o nsk going to the
poils to vote  When blacks i1 the South finally won
the ballot in the mid-1960s. thewr voles became a
significant factor in all elections

195

5eST COPY AVALL Lo

41 .

39




|, .
|
|
|
)

e, “ \‘-}
Emmett Louis Till
1941-1955

“The fact that
Emmett Till, a young
black man, could be
found floating down

the riverin
Mississippi just set in
concrete the
determination of the
people to move
forward.”

- Fred Shuttlesworth

Murderod PFor s

Yoot h

amie Till was a devoted. well-edu-

cated mother who taught her son

that a person’s worth did not
depend on the color of his or her skin.
Nevertheless, when she put B-year-old
Emmett on a train bound for Mississippi in
the summer of 1955, she warned hime ~If
you have to get down on your knees and
bow when @ white person goes past. do it
willingly.”

It was not in Emmett Till to bow
down. Raised in a working-cliss section of
Chicago. he was bold and self~assured. He
didnt understand the timid
attitude of his Southern
cousins toward whites. He
even tried to impress them by
showing them a photo of
some white Chicago vouths,
claiming the girl in the picture
was his girlfriend.

One day he took the
photo out of his wullet and
showed it o a group of bovs
standing outside a country
store in Money, Mississippi.
The bovs dared him to speak
to a white woman in the
store. Emmett watked in con-
fidently, bought some candy
from Carolyn Bryant, the wife
of the store owner, and said
“Bye baby™ on his way out.

Within hours, nearly every-
one in town had heard at least
one version of the incident.
some said Emmett had asked
M. Bryamt for a date; others
said he whisted at her Whatev-
er the details were, Roy Bryunt
was outraged that a black youth
Fad been disrespeatful o his
wife. That weekend, Bryant
and his half-brother J.W. Milim
went looking for Till. They
came to the cotton ficlkd shack
that belonged 1o Mose Wright, a
Os=year-old farmer and grandfa-
ther of Emmett Till's cousin,
Brvant demanded to see “the boy that did the
tatking.” Wright reluctantly got Till out of bed.
As the white men ook Emmett Till away,
they told Wright not to cause any trouble or
he'd “never live o e 037

A magazine writer Later paid Milam
to describe what happened that night.
Milam said he and Bryant beat Emment
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linsissippt,

Till. shot him in the head, wired a 75-
pound cotton gin tun to his neck and
dumped his body in the Tallahatchie
River.

When asked why he did it Milam
responded: “Well, what else coutd 1 do?
He thought he was as good as any white
nLtn.

S0 THE WORLD COULD SEE

Till's body was found three days later
— a bullet in the skull, one eye gouged

out and the head crushed in on one side,
The face was unrecognizable. Mose
Wright knew it was ‘Till only because of a
signet ring that remained on one finger,
The ring had belonged to Emmett's father
Louis, who had died wen years carlier. and
bore his initials L1

Mamic Till demanded the body of her



son be sent back to Chicago. Then she Wright's act of courage didn’t convince

ordered an open-casket funeral so the the all-white jury. After deliberating just
world could see what had been done 1o over an hour. the jury returned a verdict of
Emmett. fet magazine published a picture not guilty.
of the horribly distigured corpse. Thou- The murder of Emmett Till was the
sands viewed the body and attended the spark that set the civil rights movement on
funcral. fire. For those who would become leaders
All over the country, Blacks and syin- of that movement, the martyred 14-year-old
pathetic whites were horrified by the wus a symbol of the struggle for equality.

killing. Thousands of people sent money to
the NAACP to support its legal cftorts on
hehalf of black victims.

In the meantime, J.W. Milam and Roy
Bryant faced murder charges. They admii-
ted they kidnapped and beat Emmett Till,
but claimed they left him alive. Ignoring
nationwide criticism, white Mississippians
raised $10.000 to pay the legal expenses

“The Emmett Till case shook the foun-  Left, The all-white jury listened
dations of Mississippi.” said Myrlie Evers. to the evidence agamnst
widow of civil rights leader Medgar Evers. Emmet Tir's murderers. then
"...because it said even a child wus not
safe from racism and bigotry and death.”

NAACP Exceutive Director Roy Wilkins
said white Mississippians “had to prove
they were superior. by tuking away a 1+
year-old boy.” body of her son arnved at the

Fred Shudesworth, who cight years Chicago tra station
later would lead the fight for integration in
Birmingham, said, “The fact that Emmett
Till, 2 voung black man, could be found
floating down the river in Mississippi just
set in concrete the determination of the
people to move forward. . .only God can
know how nutny Negroes have come wup
missing. dead and killed under this system
with which we live.” U

took htle more than an hour to
find them not guilty

Above, Mamuie Tili was over-
come with grief when the

for Milam and Brvant. Five white tocal
lawyers volunteered to represent them
the murder trial.

Mose Wright risked his ife o wesufy
against the men. Ina countroom filled with
reporters and white spectators, the frail black
farmer stood and identified Brvant and Mil-
ant as the men who ook Emmett away,
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John Earl Reese
{photo unavailable)

1939-1955

ear midnight in a small cafe, John

Reese and his cousin, Joyce Faye

Nelson, were dancing to a song on
the radio and drinking sodas. There was
little else for black teen-agers to do on Sat-
urday night in the tiny East Texas town of
Mayflower.

This night, the party at the Maytlower
cafe was shattered by a sudden burst of
gunfire. Nine bullets crashed through the
walls and windows of the cafe. The force
of one bullet slammed John to the floor.
He grabbed instinctively for his cousin,
then fell dead. A second bullet struck
Joyce Nelson in the arm, and a third
wounded her sister sitting in a nearby
boaoth.

The gunmen drove quickly past the
cafe and on 1o other targets. They shot into

a black school and a schoo! bus. Their
guntire barely missed a black woman
kneeling by her bedside praying. By the
time it was all over, 27 bullets had ripped
through the community of Mayflower,
leaving its black citizens temified and 1 16-
year-old boy dead.

SCARE TACTICS

It wasn't the first night of terror in
Mayflower. In the months since voters had
approved funds for a new black school,
angry whites had repeatedly driven
through town, firing into black homes and
vehicles, “They're trying to scare the
Negroes out of their citizenship,” said the
white school superintendent.

For years, blacks throughout the coun-
try had fought for better school conditions
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for their children, under the “separate but
equal” doctrine. Then the Supreme Court
in 1954 recognized that “separate” black
schools were never “equal” to white
schools, and ordered all public schools
integrated. But whites throughout the
South were determined to keep their
schools segregated, even if that meant
breaking the law.

Blacks in Mayflower knew that full
integration was siill impossible, so they con-
tinued their struggle for improved segregat-
ed facilities in the face of white violence.

It was common knowledge that white
men from Tatum were responsible for the
nighttime shooting sprees in Mayflower.
After the first raid, however, police protect-
ed the whites from prosecution by arresting
two black men for the shootings. The sus-
pects, afraid of being jailed or beaten,
pleaded guilty and were fined $15. The
investigation was closed.

Even after the second raid and the
murder of Reese, prosecutors continued to
ignore the pattern of harassment. The
police failed to do tests on

any of the bullet slugs and
refused to interview the
man most suspected of fir-
ing the shots: a 22-year-old
rowdy named Dean Ross.

A PERSISTENT EDITOR

One man refused to let
the story die. Ronnie Dug-
ger, the white editor of The
Texas Observer newspaper
in Austin, drove to Mayflow-
er, located bullet slugs,
interviewed Dean Ross and
talked to blacks who had
been terrorized by the
shootings.

Dugger wrote a series
of stories detailing the
crimes and criticizing the
official investigation. His
articles attracted the atten-
tion of Washington journal-
ist Sarah McClendon, who
wrote in her nationally syn-
dicated column that
Mayflower “now has a
record far surpassing the Till
murder in Mississippi.”

Although people like
Dugger and McClendon
wanted the ULS, Justice
Department to take over the
investigation, ofticials in
Washington declined.

Dugger did not give up.

In an editorial headlined “Justice Would be
a Miracle,” Dugger wrote:

“It is a hideous and sub-human crime
that has been committed. ... What happened
before Oct. 22 —the shootings that were not
stopped — is a disgrace to the civilized con-
science. What happened Oct. 22 — the
murder and wounding of innocents —
seems but another consequence of the nur-
ture of prejudice in the incubus of commu-
nity. But what has happened since Oct. 22
— the initial suppression by the p: :ss, the
insupportable denials of the most obvious
motive theory, the spectacle of the Attorney
General willing to mouth these denials with-
out making his own inquiry — these things
are a blot on the honor of this free state.”

Officials tried to silence Dugger by
accusing him of interfering with the investi-
gation, but they could not ignore the infor-
mation he published.

IRRESPONSIBLE BOYS'

After three months, police arrested
Dean Ross and Joe Simpson for the murder
of John Reese. In announcing the arrests,
the prosecutor characterized Reese’s mur-
der as “a case of two iresponsible boys
attempting to have some fun by scaring
Negroes.”

Dean Ross admitted to the earlier raids
for which the two black men had been
charged and he gave detailed descriptions
of the October 22 shootings as well. He
was convicted of murder. but received only
a brief suspended sentence and served no
time. The prosecutor dismissed the case
against Joe Simpson.

The official disregard for justice in the
mnurder of John Reese disturbed both
whites and blacks in Texas. One white
man, a Methodist minister, wrote in 7he
Texas Observerthat John Reese was a vice-
tim of a racist society.

There is “a general lack of regard for
Negroes in East Texas,” wrote Rev. Guston
H. Browning. “A Negro is considered by
many as something just a little less than
human...Whether or not a direct connec-
tion between this murder and the conflict
over the Negro school can be positively
established, T do not know. But that a
sharneful. non-Christian feeling of racial
superiority is at the base of it all, T would
bet my life..." @

Under the “sepaiate but
equal” doctrine, black schools
were allowed to deteriorate
while white schools received
the bulk of schoot funas.
Blacks in rural areas had to
fight for improvements in their
schools even after the
Supreme Court ruled school
segregation unconstitutionat.
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Willie Edwards Jr.
1932 -1957

‘Jump,” they said.
Edwards saw his
only chance of
survival in the dark
Alabama River
below him, and he
jumped.

i

very victory of the civil rights

struggle brought a backlash of bru-

tality. When blacks in Montgomeny
finally won the right to fair seating on city
buses in December 1950, they were
harassed and beaten by angry whites.
Klansmen marched in robes through the
city streets to intimidate black bus riders. A
white gang attacked a teen-age girl as she
got off the bus. And a4 pregnant woman
was shot in the leg by white snipers.

Then. early one Sunday morning,
dynamite bombs ripped through four
churches and several homes belonging o
ministers sympathetic to the bus boy-
cotters. Two Klansmen — Sonny Kvle Liv-
ingston and Raymond York — were
arrested. Martin Luther King Jr. was among
the spectators who packed the courtroom
when they went to izl

King wrote later: “The defense attor-
neys spent two days...arguing that the
hombings had been carried out by the
MIA (the Montgomery Improvement
Association. which sponsored the boy-
cott) in order to inspire new outside
donations for their dwindling trea-
sury...On the other hand (the prosecu-
tor) had an excellent case. The men had
signed confessions. But in spite of all the
evidence, the jury returned a verdict of
not guilty...Raymond D. York and Sonny
Kyle Livingston walked grinning out of
the courtroom.”

Years later, in a dramatic confession to
authorities. a Klansman described a mur-
der which had taken place in the after-
math of the Montgomery bus boycott.
Since the bombings had left no victims, he
said, several Klan members decided to kill
a black man. They picked a black truck
driver who they suspected was dating a
white woman. Instead. they killed Willie
Edwards Jr. by mistake.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

On January 23, Edwards came home
tired from his job as a truck driver for
Winn Dixie supernarkets. Less than an
howr after he got home. a supervisor tele-
phoned and asked him to come back o
work. Another driver had called in sick.
and Edwards was necded 1o drive his
route.

Willie Edwards had begun driving @
delivery route for Winn Dixie in 1953 —
vear betore the Supreme Court outlas ed
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school segregation and two years before
Rosa Purks was amrestedd in Montgomery
for refusing to give up her seat on i bus,
He and his wife Sarah Jean and their three
voung children lived in Montgomeny but
kept their distance from the dangerous
business of c¢ivil rights. Edwards had never
participated in the boveott and he had few
ambitions beyvond providing for his family
and contributing 10 the work of his church.

The night Willie Edwards was called in
to substitute for his co-worker. a carfoad of
Klansmen was waiting near the Mont-
gomery County line for a black driver in a
Winn Dixie truck who they heard was dat-
ing a white woman. When Edwards
appeared. they stopped him and ordered
him to get in their car. Not knowing their
intended victim by sight, they assumied
Edwards was the driver who had called in
sick.

According o later testimony. the
Klinsmen “slapped him around a bit.” and
threatened to castrate Edwards, but he
consistently denied having made advances
to any white woman. They drove Edwards
through the countryside for most of the
night. harassing him until he was nearly
paralyzed with fear,

Then they took Edwards 1o the Tvler
Goodwyn Bridge in Montgomery County
and putled a gun on him. Edwards cried
and hegged tor his life.

“lump.” they said. Edwards saw his
only chance of survival in the dark Alaba-
ma River below him, and he jusiiped.

A fishermuan found the decomposed
body of Willie Edwards floating in the river
three months fater.

A CASE TWICE CLOSED

A brief investigation turned up no
murder suspects. and the case was closed.
Then. 19 vears later, Alibama Attorney
General William Baxley was investigating
several other civil righis cases, and he
learned about the murder of Willie
Edwards,

After hearing a confession from Ray-
mond Britt, one of the Klansmen at the
scene of the aime. Baxley charged Sonny
Kyle Livingston. Henry Alexander. and

James York with firdt degree murder.

The case never made it to rial, Alaba-
mat Judge Frank Embryv twice quashed the
indictments, ruding tat thev did not spedi-
fv it cause of death, “Merely forcing a per




son 1o jump from i bridge does not nanu-
rally and probably lead 1o the death of
such person,” he said.

The prosceutors objected to the judge's
ruling. pointing out that the body was oo

decomposed to determine an official cuuse
of death. But the judge stuck to his deci-
sion, and the case wis dropped. @
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Above. Dynamite bombs ripped
through four churches one
Sunday morning after
Montgomery buses were
ordered integrated. No one
was hurt in the explosions.
Below. Klansmen tried to
intimidate boycotters by
walking down Montgomery
sidewalks in 1956, but the
boycott continued until blacks
finally won the right to sit
where they chose on the
buses.

BEST COPY AVAILAaL:




(o

Mack Charles
Parker
1936 -1959

“If we set back
and waited for the
government to
prosecute and
punish Mack
Parker, it would
never happen.

So we did it
ourselves.”

-~ Mississippi state official

hen Mack Parker was arrested for

the rape of a white woman in

1959, a Mississippi state trooper
offered his pistol 1o the woman'’s hus-
band so he could shoot Parker on the
spot. Jimmy Walters recoiled at the sug-
gestion. His wife was not even certain
that Parker was her attacker, he reminded
the officer.

Few white people in Poplarville, Mis-
sissippi shared the Walters” sense of justice.
So strong was the cry for revenge against
Parker that a judge said he couldn't guar-
antee Parker's safety, and the county jailer
started burying the jail keys in his back-
yard at night. A local newspaper editor
wrote, "We have never believed in mob
violence, but if M.C. Parker is found guilty
of this crime no treatment is too bad for
him.”

M:ick Charles Parker, at 23, had
served two years in the Army and was

innocent or guilty of the crime.

PRESUMED GUILTY

Most white people in Poplarville were
convinced Parker was the rapist. A former
deputy sheriff was among many who
believed Parker did not even deserve a
jury trial, and he recruited a lynch mob
from men attending a prayer meeting.

Three days before Parker was to stand
trial, eight masked white men dragged him
from his jail cell, beat him, shot him in the
heart and threw his body in the Pearl Riv-
er. where it was found 10 days later. In
addition to the former sheriff, the lynch
mob included a Baptist preacher and the
jailer (who had been persuaded after all to
give up his keys).

Within hours, most white people in
Poplarville knew Parker had been killed,
and they knew who did it. But when FBI
agents began investigating the lynching. no

working as a truck driver when he was
arrested for the rape of June Walters, He
lived with his mother, brother, sister and
nephew in a poor black section of Lum-
berton, Mississippi. He spent most of his
wages on the family. On the night of the
rape, he had been out with friends. Tt
will never be known whether he was
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one in town would tell them anything,.
Many were afraid of the mob: others sim-
ply believed the lynching was justified.
The county prosecutor himself praised the
lynching and said he would refuse to pros-
ccute anyone arrested for the crime.

Elsewhere, officials were not so ready
to set aside the standards of justice. U.S.
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Attorney General William Rogers called the
lynching a “reprehensible act,” and
pledged a full investigation. Civil rights
leaders said the South’s tolerance of vigi-
lante violence proved the need for national
legislation against racist killings. Newsp:-
per editorialists throughout the country
denounced the lynching.

The negative publicity only enraged
whites in Poplarville, and they took their
anger out on Mack Parker’s family. After
receiving a barrage of death threats, Park-
er's mother Liza fled in fear to California.

She was on a bus heading west when her
son's body was found. After an American
flag was used to drape Mack Parker's cof-
fin, whites raised such an uproar that the
Veteran's Administration, which had issued
the flag, ordered Parker's sister to return it.

MURDER CONDONED

Finally, persistent FBIL agents came up
with hard evidence against members of the
lynch mob, including several confessions.
The evidence was turned over to state
prosecutors so they could bring murder
charpes.

True to his word, the county prosecu
tor refused w present FBI evidenee to the
state grand jury, and thete were no indict-
ments. TS, Attorney General Rogers called

the state’s action “a travesty of justice,” and
ordered the justice Department to build a
federal civil rights case. But a federal grand
jury also refused to indict. The lynch mob
went free.

The verdict was more than a victory
for the killers of Mack Parker; it was a vie-
tory for the white South over federal inter-
ference. Since 193+, Mississippi had led the
South in white resistance to integration.
The state even had a Sovereignty Commis-
sion to combat "encroachment.. by the
federal government.” Soon after Parker's

death, Governor J.P. Coleman said he
hoped Mississippi would not be “punished
by civil rights legislaton™ as a result of the
incident.

Some plainly viewed the lynching as
an act of heroism against a federal govern-
ment that was slowly destroying the South-
ern way of life. As a Mississippi State
Sovercignty Commission official put it ~1f
weset hack and waited for the government
to prosecute and punish Mack Parker, it
would never happen. So we did it our-
selves.” B
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Opposite Page. Mack Parker's
service in the U.S. Army enti-
tied him to be buned in a flag-
draped coffin, but whites
reacted with such outrage that
the Veteran's Admirustration
ordered Parker's sister to return
the flag they had given her
Above. |iza Parker and her
young chifdren mourned the
death of her son Mack, shortly
hefore she was forced to leave
Mississippr to escape white
harassment
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Herbert Lee
1912 -19061

Louis Allen
1919 -1964

erbert Lee at age 50 was a small,

graying man who had worked

hiird 1o build his cotton farm and
dairy into a business that would support
his wife and their nine children. He had lit-
tle formal education and could barely read.
His wife taught him how to sign his nanmwe
atter they were married.

Lee was a quiet man. Even those who
knew him well do not recall hearing him
talk about civil rights. But his actions
spoke: he attended NAACP mectings at a
neighboring farm without fail, even when
threats and harassment kept many others
away.

Lee's perseverance was one thing that
made him valuable to the civil rights
movement. Another was his automobile —
he was one of the few local blacks with a
car of his own. When Bob Moses of the
student Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee (SNCC) came to Mississippi in 1901 to
register black voters, Herbert Lee was his
constant companion. Lee spent hours driv-
ing Moses and E.W Steptoe. the tocal
NAACP president, from farm to farm so
they could talk o blacks about voting.

In all of Amite County, there was only
one black registered to vote, and that per-
son had never actually vored. Most of the
people Moses tlked to were not enthusias-
tic about trying to register. and he quickly
learned why. The first time Moses accom-
panied three blacks to the courthouse to fill
out registrtion forms, he was arrested and
spent several days in jail. On his next trip
10 the courthouse, Moses was beaten by a
cousin of the Amite County sheriff. Then
another SNCC worker was pistol-whipped
and arrested for bringing blicks to a neigh-
boring county courthouse:.

After the beatings. no black person
wis willing to go to the courthouse 1o reg-
ister. Most of them also stopped coming to
NAACP meetings. Still, Herbert Lee and
Bob Moses kept traveling and encouraging
blacks to vote, Prince Estella Lee told her
hushand over and over again to be careful.
¢ She recalled later, “he never said anything.
he kept on going. A lot dropped out but
he kept on going.”

Moses sent detailed reports on the

attacks to John Doar, an attorney with the
U8, Depanment of Justice in Washington.
Doar was so disturbed by the accounts that
he came to Amite County in September
1901 to investigate for himself. Moses took
Doar to EW. Steptoe’s farm and Doar asked
Steptoe for the names of people whose
lives were in danger because of their voting
rights activities. Herbert Lee was first on the
list Steptoe gave him. Doar looked for Lee,
but Lee was away from his farm on busi-
ness. Doar flew back to Washington.

The next morning, Herbert Lee pulled
up to a cotton gin outside Liberty with a
truckload of cotton. Several people
watched as Mississippi State Representative
E.H. Hurst approached Lee and began o
shout. Lee got out of the truck and Hurst
ran around in front of the vehicle. Hurst
then took a gun out of his shirt and shot
Lee in the head.

TROUBLED WITNESS

As Lee's body lay on the ground, 2
white man walked up to Louis Allen, a
black farmer and timber worker who had
seen the shooting, “They found a tire iron
in that nigger's hand,” the man said to
Allen, Louis Allen knew Lee had no
weapon, but he also knew he would be
risking his lite to say otherwise. So when
he was taken 1o the courthouse 1o testify
hefore a coroner’s jury. Louis Allen lied.
and said he saw Lee threaten Hurst with a
tire iron.

Those who knew about Lee's voter
registration cfforts had no doubt that he
was murdered. Ten days after his death,
115 black high school students marched
through the streets of McComb. Mississippi.
to protest the killing.

Louis Allen was tormented by guilt.
The -2-year-old father of four told his wife
Elizabeth and Bob Moses that he lied
about the tire iron 1o protect himsell and
his family, but now he wanted to tell the
truth, “He didn’t want to tell no story about
the dead.” said Elizabeth Allen, “hecause
he couldn't ask them for forgiveness.”

Moses told a Justice Department offi-
cial that if they could give Allen protec-
tion, he would testify to what he saw. The
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government could offer no protection, the
official said. and Hurst would probably be
acquitted even it Allen did tell the truth.,

Allen remained silent to protect his fam-
ily. And for two vears, he lived in constant
fear. White customers quit buying logs from
him and businessmien cut off his credit. He
was beaten in jail after being arrested on
false charges. He was told countless times
that his children’s lives were in danger. He
stayed in Amite County only because his
mother was ailing and needed him,

Then, only days after his mother died.
Allen began making plans to take his family
and move to Milwaukee, where his brother
lived. The day before he was set 1o leave —
January A1 190+ — Allen went to alocal
farmer 1o obtain a work reference. On his
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wiay home he was followed by two cars,

At the bottom of his long gravel drive-
way. Allen stopped to unlatch the gate. As
soon ias he got out of his truck. he saw or
heard something that frightened him, and
he immediately dove under the truck. He
was hit with two loads of buckshot in the
face. Allen's son Henry discovered the
body of his father when he returned home
that night from a dance.

No one was ever arrested for the mug-
der of Louis Allen. A reporter later asked a
SNCC worker if Allen had been active in
the movement. The worker said, “He had
tricd to register once, and he had seen a
white man murder a Negro who tried. In
south Mississippi. that made hiny active.” B
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When Bob Moses (left) first
came to Mississippi in 1961 1o
register black voters. he
depended on Herbert Lee to
be his guide. Moses and Lee
spent hours traveling from farm
to farm tatking to blacks about
voting Although he was
anguished by the deaths of
Lee and Lows Allen. Moses
continued his efforts to register
black voters in Mississipp!
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Cpl. Roman
Ducksworth Jr.
1934 -1962

pl. Roman Ducksworth was wor-

ried and exhausted. but his 930-

mile bus ride was almost over.
Within hours. he expected o see his wife
and their newborn child. The bisth had
been difficult and his wife and the baby
their sixth) were still in the hospital,
Ducksworth, a military policeman. had
obtained emergeney leave from his post
at Fort Ritchie, Marvhind. He was sleeping
in his seat as the bus finally pulled into
his hometown of Tavlorsville, Mississippi.

Minutes later, Ducksworth was dead
from a gunshot in the heart. Several ditter-
ent decounes of the Killing have survived:
nonce of them fully explain what happened
orwhy.

A few facts are clears Ducksworth was
asleep when the bus stopped and o Tav-
lorsville police officer, William Kelly, came
aboard. Kelly woke Ducksworth by slap-
ping or hitting him. and ordered Duck-
sworth off the bus. Then he hit him several
more tmes and shot hin.

NO FREEGOM RIDER

Officially. the killing was ruled -justiti-
able homicide.™ Officer Kelly claimed
Ducksworth attacked him, torcing him to
shoot in selt-
defense, and the
arand jury
clearsd Kelly of
l““' \\T()n.L-
doing,.

However,
decording to uan
NAACP investiga-
uon. Ducksworth
was killed
“hecause he
insisted on his
rights to it
where he chose
on a bus.”

In fact
Ducksworth may
never have had
the chanee o
argue about his
bus sedt. e was
atacked because
“they thought he was o Freedom Rider”
speculited Duchswaorth's older brother
Lee. When he finally tried o detend him-
self tinstead of passively absorbing the
Dlows as the Freedom Riders were taught
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o do). he was shot.

During the previous summer. blucks
and whites had ridden bravely together
on interstate buses and sat side by side in
“whites only” waiting rooms and coffee
shops. In Alabama. they walked peaceful-
Iy into the midst of white mobs who bru-
Ly attacked them white police stood by,
in Jackson, Mississippi. they were taken
straight from the bus into police custexly.

Roman Ducksworth hoarded the bus
in Juckson after traveling the same roads
the Freedom Riders had taken — through
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alaba-
mia and Mississippi — at a time when the
Freedom Riders were the most hated of all
civil rights activists. But he had livde inter-
estin civil rights issues the day he was
killed. He was simply a soldier in o hurey
to get back home.

THE YOUNGEST SON

Ducksworth was an achiever, but not
an activist. He was the voungest of 12 chil-
dren — nine bovs and three girls —
whose father was known as a generous
friend to both blacks and whites. Roman
Ducksworth Sr. tarmed 80 acres of land,
hud served as superintendent of the Cherry

Grove Baptist Sunday School for four
decades, and was a reliable source of
financial help in bad times,

Eight of the Ducksworth children
senved in the armed forees, Between



them, Lee Duckswora recalled. they
served all around the globe, but after their
tours were over, “we all wanted to come
hack” to Mississippt. "W loved our home.
We farmed and had o work hard. but we
enjoved it.”

Roman Ducksworth Jr. had managed
to take his wite and children with him dur-
ing much of his Army carcer, including
three years he spent in Germany. Then, as
the family grew. he built a house for them

O ik i DT rud?

10 Roman Ducksworth s, saying, "If I'd
known it was your son I wouldn't have
shot him.”

The elder Duckswortiy sent a message
hack. replying. “1 don't care whose son it
was, vou had no business shooting him.”

Ducksworth was buried with full military
honors, including @ 16-gun salute, at a4 ceremo-
my atended by an integrated honor guard. g

in Taylorsville, and he made plans to move
hack there after he had completed 10 years
of service, He had only a few months of
duty to finish when he died.

The killing of Roman Ducksworth
shocked both whites and blacks who had
known his family for generations. More
than 2,000 people atended the funeral.
Even William Kelly, the officer who killed
him, sent i message by wiay of his pastor

Opposite page. Freedom Riders traveled the South in
the summer of 1961 to test new laws that allowed
blacks equal access to bus stations.

Above. Blacks who rode buses were not free of
harassment even afler the federal government
outlawed segregated facihities for interstate pas-
sengers Some Southern cities defianily ordered
faciities for intrastate nders remain segregated
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Paul Guihard
1932 -1962

“It's difficult to
believe that you are
in the center of the
most serious
constitutional

Ccrisis ever
experienced by

the United States
since the War of

Secession.”
— Paul Guihard

hen James Meredith tried to enroll

in the University of Mississippi in

the fall of 1962, he was turned
away by Governor Ross Barnett, who
vowed no black person would attend the
state’s most prestigious white college.

Barnett did not have the authority to
exclude Meredith, a federal court ruled.
but the governor would not back down.
After negotiations between federal and
state officials failed, President Kennedy
finally sent in federal troops to ensure the
safe enrollment of James Meredith. The
stage was set for a battle at Ole Miss, and
reporters from all over the world came o
cover the story.

One of them was Paul Guihard, a
French reporter based in New York City.
The day Meredith was to enroll — Sunday.
September 30, 1962 — was supposed to be
a day off for Guihard. but his editors said
the story in Mississippi had to be covered.

CIVIL WAR CONTINUED

Guihard was a tall,
husky red-bearded bache-
lor known for his energy
and enthusiasm and nick-
named ‘Flash™ by tellow
reporters. When he
arrived at the airport in
Jackson, Mississippi, a
flight attendant who dis-
covered he was French
asked, “What are you
doing in Jackson?*

“Can’t you guess?”
replied Guihard.

The woman paused,
then said in surprise, “Oh. yes, it's because
of that Negro story.”

Before Guihard was even out of the
airport, he saw the signs of a battle that
had become not only & racial crisis but a
contest between the highest levels of state
and federal government. Several young
men were handing out postcards
addressed to President Kennedy which
urged him to end “the war against nawre
which he is leading against the sovercign
state of Mississippi.”

In Jackson, Guihard discovered that a
white mob had cordoned oft the gover-
nor's mansion to protect Gov. Barnett
from what they believed was a federal
invasion. Guihard described the scene to
his French readers as “ubsolutely unreal,”
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in his dispatch that afternoon:

"It is un atmosphere not of crisis but of
a carnival.. there are thousands of Confed-
erate flags... They are fixed to the radio
antennis of automobiles, they are in the
buttonholes of men’s suits. They are
shown by the ladies...and there’s a feeling
of relaxation in the crowd.. .People are not
at all aware of the enormity of their ges-
ture, of its repercussions and of the interest
it is creating all over the world.

“It's difficult to believe that you are in
the center of the most serious constitutional
crisis ever expericnced by the United States
since the War of Secession.”

Then, as the crowd began to sing
"Dixie” and a member of the White Citi-
zens Council bellowed that "A Negroid
America will lose her greatness!” Guihard
felt the tension rise. He wrote, "It is in
these moments you feel there is a distance
of a century between Washington and the

segregationists of the South... The Civil War
has never ended.”

BATTLE 7 OLE MISS

Guihard left rckson for Oxford that
day with a sense vt he had entered an
absurd but slightly terrifying drama. '

At the: campus of Ole Miss in Oxford,
300 federal marshals were stationed
around the main building, where hundreds
of angry whites had gathered 1o await

James Meredith's arrival. (Meredith in fact

had already been secretly tken to a dorm
room, and was under the protection o
armed guards throughout the night.)
About 8 p.m., just as President
Kennedy announced on national television
that the crisis at Ole Miss wis resolved,
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rederal marshal was hit with a lead pipe by
someone in the white mob, and a shower
of rocks, bricks and bottles came down on
the troops. The marshals responded with
tear pas. The whites began firing guns.

Less than an hour later, Paul Guihard
was found -ead in front of 4 women's dor-
mitory, killed by a ballet in the back.

By morning, the marshals had been

reinforced by Army and National Guard
troops and nearly 200 people had been
arrested. Weapons confiscated from the
white mob included more than 40 shot-
guns as well as rifles, knives, and black-
jacks, Of the 300 marshals, 28 had been
shot, and 130 others were injured. A white
man. Ray Gunter, wis found dead from
stray gunfire.

(XY

It is not known who shot Guihard, or
whether the killer knew he was a reporter.
But it was not uncommon for reporters cov-
ering civil rights crises to hecome victims
themselves. During the Freedom Rides,
white mobs lashed out at reporters and
cameramen who were attempting to docu-
ment the violence. In Birmingham and Sel-
ma, reporters were also attacked. But they

continued to bring the news of
the civil rights movement to the
nation.

Paul Guihard was buried
October 5 in Saint Malo, France,
following a memorial service in
New York attended by U.S. and
French officials. President
Kennedy expressed his apologies
to the French press agency in
telegram, and the University of
Mississippi student newspaper set
up a scholarship fund in Gui-
hard's nume.

Within two weeks after
Guihard's death. 20,000 troops were
brought into Oxford to maintain calm.

James Meredithys life at Ole Miss was
marked by isolation and harassment, hut
his graduation day came swithout further
violence. Four years later, Meredith was
shor and seriously wounded during a one-
man march through Mississippi. B

LREE AL EAS]

83

Opposite page. White men began
gathering on the afternoon of
September 30. 1962 to try and
prevent James Meredith from
enrolling in Ole Miss.

Above and loft. National Guard
troops used fear gas aganst
the violent mob in front of the
man building of Cle Miss By
night’s end. two people were
dead. 200 others had becr
arrested and dosens of
we:apons had been
canfiscated



William M- ¢
1927 -1963

group of black students stood in
line at a whites-only movie theater
in Baltimore in the winter of 1963,
waiting to buy tickets but expecting o go
1o jail. Sure enough. the police arrived and
began arresting the students one by one
for trespassing. In the midst of the black
students the police were astonished to see
a white man, Bill Moore. A puzzled officer
asked Moore if he understood that he was
it line 1o be amrested. Moore explained
simply that if the others couldn’t see the
movie because of the color of their skin,
then he didn't want o see it either. He
spent that night in jail.

No one in Bill Moore's hometown of
Binghamton, New York, was surprised at
his willingness to go to jail. Moore was
known for standing up for his beliefs. even
when he stood alone (as he usually did).
One time Moore had
braved 16-degree weuth-
er to walk alone for
hours in front of a Bing-
hamton courthouse carmy-
ing a sign that read,
“Turn Toward Peace.”

A RARE IDEALIST

Although he had
served with the Marines
on Guam in World War
11, Moore was a pacifist.
He had a degree in social
sciences, and had studied
in England and France.
After his return to the
United States, Moore suf-
fered @ mental break-
down. He voluntarily entered an institution
where he received therapy and worked on
i book. The book, called The Mind in
Cheiins, was a frank account of his break-
down and recovery. He left the institution
after 20 months, healthy but torever aware
that he was different from others.

Moore's first mission upon re-entering,
society in 193+ was o help others like
himself. He started one of the tirst self-help
groups for recovering mental patients.
Then he ok a job as a social worker.,
Betore he left that job, he had given nearly
$3.000 of his own money 1o his clients,

Bill Moore was gifted, some would say
cursed, with a reflexive conscience — one
that automatically recognized hunun need
and awtomatically responded to it Moore

TRUE AL LAS
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knew that people laughed at his idealism.
but he was never ashamed of it. He mar-
ricd a woman who apprediated his unique-
ness and gave him confidence to pursue
his dreams.

When he left Binghamton for Balti-
more, he joked with reporters about his
image as a “nut” and said he hoped his
protests would have more impact in his
new home.

In Baltimore, Moore worked as a sub-
stitute mail carrier and devoted his free
time to writing and demonstrating.
Although he joined a local Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) group, Moore nev-
er fit comfortably into the civil rights orga-
nizational mold. He cared little about
political strategies. He felt individuals
could be agents of social change simply by
acting on their beliefs.

To make his point, Moore used a tactic
that seemed natural for o postman: he
wilked. He walked alone from Bultimore o
the state capitol in Annapolis to protest seg-
regation. Later he walked to Washington,
D.C.. 1o deliver a letier 1o President Kennedy
at the White House, €A guard there told him
to put the letter in a mailbox)

Undaunted. Moore made plans for a
much Jonger wilk — from Chattanoog,
Tennessee, to Lickson, Mississippi -— (o
deliver a letter in which he urged Gover:
nor Ross Barnett to aceept integration.,

THE LAST WALK

Moore had lide encouragement for his
march to Jackson. CORE, which had
sponsored the bloody “Freedom Rides”




two years carlier, withheld support from
Moore's march because their leaders con-
sidered it too dangerous and too limited
to be effective. Even Mary, Moore's wife,
tried to discourage him.

When Moore wrote to relatives in the
South about his plans. they responded
with bitter criticism. One aunt wroie back
saying, “Our home will be closed to you
on a trip of this nature...You'll probably
find out when you hit this section of the
South what you are doing is not a joke
after all.” She signed oft, “With love, and
a prayer to God that he will deliver you
from this thing that has taken possession
of you.”

Moore had been raised by grandpar-
ents in Mississippi. and stll felt a strong
connection to the region. He tried not to
take his aunt’s criticism personally, and he
didn't let it stop him.

Wearing pro-integration signs and
wheeling a postal cart full of clothes, he
left Chattanooga on April 21, 1963. shonly
after he crossed the Alabama state line on
the first day of his journey, he was accost-
ed by motorists screaming “Nigger-lover!™
and throwing rocks. He wrote casually
about the incident in his journal and he
apparently had no fear,

The next day, he befriended a stray
dog that followed him. By the end of that
day his feet were blistered, and the next

day's walk was painful.

Just south of Colbran, Alabama, a
white store owner named Floyd Simpson
heard about a man who was wheeling a
postal cart and wearing signs about integra-
tion, and he decided to go find him. Moore
was happy to stop for u while and explain
his views on racial equality to Simpson.

Later, Moore stopped at a grocery store
and gave his tag-along dog to some chil-
dren there. On his way down U.S, High-
way 11 toward Reece City, he stopped on
the roadside o rest. He made his Tast jour-
nal entries: “Feet sore all over. Shoes too
painful.. . Kids adopt dog.”

As he was resting by the road that
evening, Moore was Killed by bullets fired
at close range from a .22-caliber rifle. Bal-
listics tests ater proved the rifle belonged
to Flovd Simpson, but no one was ever
indicted for the murder.

In death, Moore carned the public
credibility that had never been his in life.
Alabama Governor George Wallace and
President Kennedy denounced the killing.
Civil rights organizations held murches and
memorial services. Within a month, 29
young people were arrested in Alabama for
trying to finish the walk begun by William
Moore. They were carrying signs that read,
“Mississippt or Bust.” 1
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Opposite page. William Moore
reled on the support of his
wife Mary during his lonely
protests.

Left. Students who never
knew William Moore joined to
complete the march he
began Many of them were
arrested and went 10 jail
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Medgar Evers
1925 -1963

In Jackson,
Mississippi, in 1963,
There lived a man
who was brave.

He fought

for freedom

all of his life,

But they laid
Medgar Evers

in his grave.

—Bob Dylan,
~The Ballad of Medgar Evers”

y the time Medgar Evers was 28.

he had lost 4 family friend to a

lynch mob. He had been turned
away from a voting place by a gang of
armed white men. He had been denied
admission to a Mississippi law school
because he was black. Nevertheless,
Medgar Evers loved Mississippi. He fought
in World War 11 for the United States
“including Mississippi,” he toid
people. And he returned from
overseas with a commitment to
steer his home state toward civi-
lization.

That determination and a
great deal of personal courage
would carry him through many
trials during the next nine years.
Evers became the first NAACP
Field Secretary for Mississippi,
and he spent much of 1955
investigating racial killings.
Evers' research on the murders
of George Lee, Lamar Smith,
Emmett Till and others was
compiled in a nationally dis-
tributed pamphlet called M is for
Mississippi and for Murder.

There was immense danger
and little glory attached to civil
rights work in Mississippi —
even for the NAACP's highest
state official. Medgar Evers was
the one who arranged the safe
escape of Mose Wright after the elderly
black maun risked death to testify against
the white killers of Emmett Till. It was
Medgar Evers who counseled James
Meredith through the gauntlet of white
resistance when Meredith became the first
black person to enroll at the University of
Mississippi. When there were no crises to
respond to, there were long hours on the
road organizing NAACP chapters.

In the Spring of 1963, Evers was living
in Jackson, leading a drive for fair employ-
ment and integration against a stubborn
city government. When Evers sent a list of
hlack demands to Mayor Allen C. Thomp-
son, the mayor replied in a televised
speech to blacks: “You live in a beawtitul
city,” Thompson said, “where you can
work, where you cun make a comfortable
living.. .do not listen to false rumors which
will stir vou, worry you and upsct you....”

The mayor's speech only angered
hlacks more. The television station granted
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Evers equal air time. “History has reached
a turning point, here and over the world,”
Evers said. He compared black life in Jack-
son 1o the lives of black Africans. “Toright,
the Negro knows. . .about the new free
nation in Africa and knows that a Congo
native can be a locomotive engineer, but
in Jackson he cannot even drive a garbage
truck....”

The bold speech made Evers the
focus of racial tensions in the city. Young
blacks became more impatient as city offi-
cials stubbornly refused to listen to civil
rights demands. On May 28, an integrated
group of students sat quietly at a white
lunch counter while white thugs sprayed
them with paint and poured salt and pep-
per on their heads. A photo of the inci-
dent wus published nationwide, and
Mayor Thompson was suddenly forced to
negotiate with black leaders. During the
series of meetings and demonstrations
which followed, Medgar Evers became a
hero o blacks in Juckson and a mortal
cenemy to whites,

TENSIONS RISE

As the momentum of the movement
increased, so did the threat of violence, A
molotov cocktail was thrown at Evers’
house. Student demonstristors were beat-
en by police. So many protesters were




arrested that the state fairground had to be
turned intc a detention camp. Evers spent
day and night in negotiations and strategy
sessions, seeking desperately to avoid
violence.

Then. on the night of June 12, 1963,
President Kennedy delivered his strongest
message ever on civil rights. “We face...a
moral crisis as a country and a people,”
Kennedy said. "A great change is at hand,
and our...obligation is to make that revolu-
tion, that change, peaceful and constructive
for all.”

Evers watched the presidential address
with other NAACP officials. Greatly encour-
aged. they held a strategy session lasting
late into the night. When Evers finally
arrived home, it was after midnight. He
pulled into his driveway, gathered up a
pile of NAACP T-shirts reading “Jim Crow
Must Go,” and got out of his car.

Myrlie Evers had let her children wait
up for their father that night. They heard his
car door slam. “And in that same instant,
we heard the loud gunfire,” Mrs. Evers
recalled. “The children fell to the floor, as
he had taught them to, and [ made a run
for the front door, turned on the light and
there he was. The bullet had pushed him

forward. as I understand. and the strong
man that he was, he had his keys in his
hand, and had pulled his body around the
rest of the way te the door. There he lay.”

Neighbors lifted Evers onto a mattress
and drove him to the hospital, but he was
dead within an hour after the shot.

‘The next morning, police discovered a
small clearing in a patch of honeysuckle
near the house. On the ground nearby lay
i high-powered rifle with atelescopic sight.
An FBL investigation later showed the fin-
gerprints on the rifle belonged to Byron De
La Beckwith, a charter member of the
White Citizens Council. Beckwith wis tried
twice for murder — both trials ended in

hung juries and he was never convicted.

RAGE CONTAINED

Myrlie Evers had often heard her hus-
band counsel forgiveness in the face of vio-
lence. But the night he was killed. there
was only room for grief and rage in her
heart. *I can't explain the depth of my
hatred at that point,” she said later. The
next night, with newfound strength, she
spoke before 500 people at a rally. She
urged them to remain calm and to continue
the struggle her husbuand died for.

Others were unable to contain their
anger. On June 13, after more than 5,000
people had gathered in silent tribute to
Evers, a group of black youths began
singing and marching in defiance of a count
order. Police and fire engines confronted
them on a downtown street, and the
youths began throwing rocks. Several
police officers drew their pistols. John
Doar. a Justice Department lawyer who
had come 1o attend Evers' funeral, knew
there was going to be a riot unless some-
one acted quickly. Doar walked in
hetween the police and demonstrators and
urged the youths to turn back. They
obeyed, and there was no violence.

Four days later,

Evers wus buried
in Arlington
National Cemetery.
A military bugler
played “Taps™ and
the crowd of 2,000
sang “We Shall
Overcome.”

The day after
Evers’ funeral,
Mayor Thompson

first black police
officer, as part of
an agreement
reached with black
leaders in the aftermath of Evers” murder.
Although the settlement was not a com-
plete victory for Jackson's black citizens,

it was a major step toward the goals for
which Medgar Evers had tought.

A year before his death. Evers wold an
interviewer why he devoted his life to the
struggle for civil rights: “1 am a victim of
segregation and discrimination and ['ve
heen exposed to bitter experiences. These
things have remained with me. But 1 think
my children will be different. 1 think we're
going to win." B
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Opposite page. Black youths
angered over the assassma-
tion of Medgar Evers con-
fronted police in a tense
moment after Evers’ funeral
Violence was avoided only
after John Doar, a U.S. Jus-
tice Department lawyer.
stepped in

Left. The body of Medgar
Evers was laid to rest in
Arlington National Cemetery
on June 19, 1963. Myrle
Evers and two of her three
children. Darrell Kenyatta, 9.
and Reena Denise. 7. are
seated at nght




Addie Mae Collins
1949 -1963

Denise McNair
1951 -1963

t was Youth Sunday at Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Alabama. The preacher had
prepared a sermon especially for the chil-
dren. The youth choir would lead the con-
gregation in music, and children would
serve as ushers.

For the youngsters, many of whom
had marched proudly with Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.. it was another in a series of

momentous events that vear. That spring.
their own church had been the center of a
campaign against segregation. The long
struggle was won mainly because children
were brave enough to march into the over-
powering water hoses and vicious degs of
Police Commissioner Bull Connor. After
television news cameras revealed the bru-
tal force unleashed on the children, city
officials were torced 1o reform their harsh
segregation laws,

Now lunch counters were no longer
closed to blacks. and a federal court had
just ordered white schools in the city to
admit black children. The whole world
had watched in awe as the children in
Birmingham made history. Before this day
wias over. the whole world would mourn.

THE SACRIFICE OF CHILDREN

In the basement ladies” lounge of Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church, four girls
were chatting nervously and straightening
their fancy white dresses. In afew min-
utes. the worship service would begin.
Addie Mae Collins, 1-4+. and Denise McNair,
11, were in the choir. Carole Robertson
and Cynthia Wesley, both 1 had been
chosen o senve as ushers,

Only a few feet away, beneath o stone
staircase along the outside wall of the
church, a dynamite bomb had been plant-
ed eight hours earlier. At 10:22, it explod-
cd. The whole church shook. Plaster and
debris fell around the people in Sunday
School upstairs. The four girls in the ladies”
lounge were killed instantly.

For a few minutes, there was only
screaming and chaos. Then people began
to search through the rubble for victims. In
the end, more than 20 people were hospi-
talized with injuries. One of thoem was
Addie Mae Collins sister Santh, sho was
blinded in one eyve,

There had heen many hombings in
Birmingham designed to stop the black
struggle for equality. Ministers” homes,
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black-owned hotel, and other churches
had been wrecked. But there had been
nothing so evil as the dynamiting of chil-
dren during Sunday School. The news
spread quickly, and it sickened people of
all races and all political allegiances
throughout the worid.

Civil rights leaders tried o ¢channel the
grict and rage that spread through the
black community, but there was litle com-
fort in their effonts. Gangs of black and
white youths battled in the street, and
husinesses went up in flames.

Martin Luther King Jr. had delivered
his "I Have a Dream” speech to the largest
civil rights march in history only 18 days
carlier. Now he spoke quietly to a crowd
of 8,000 at a joint funerad for three of the
homb victims.

“God still has @ way of wringing good
out of evil.” he told the mourners. “The
innocent blood of these litde gis may well
serve as the redemptive foree that will
bring new light to this dark city...Indeed,

this tragic event nuy ciuse the white South
Lo come (o terms with its conscience.”

WEALLDIDIT

The FBEimmiediately investigated the
hombing, and discos ered it was planned by
Klansmen in response to te new school
desegregation order. An ey ewitness saw
four white men plant the bomb. Unexplain-
ably, no one was cirtged with the erime,

Theno T vears later, Alabama Auorney
General William Baxley reopened the case.




A 73-year-old Klansman named Robert
Chambliss was charged with first-degree
murder, and the jury found him guilty.
Chambliss was sent to prison, where he
died. No one else has ever been tried for
the Sixteenth Street bombing,.

September 15, 1903 was remembered

as a day of victory for the Klan. Shortly after

the church bombing, white supremacia
leader Connie Lynch told a group of Klans-
men that those responsible for the bombing
deserved "medals.” Lynch said the four
young girls who dicd there “weren't chil-
dren. Children are littde people, litde human
beings, and that means white people ...

They're just litde niggers. . .and it there's four

less niggers tonight, then T say, *Good for
whoever planted the bomb! ™

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

The Sixteenth Street bombing, perhaps
more than any other event of the period,
brought national attention to the evil of
racism. The tragedy sparked a surge of
support for federal civil rights legislation,
and it led to an intensive voting rights cam-
paign in Selma, Alibama.

But more importantly, it made the pain
of racism felt among whites who would nev-
cr experience it themselves. The day after
the bombing, a white lawyer named Charles
Morgin gave a speech in Birmingham He
asked his audience: “Who did i7" and gave
his own anguished answer: “We all did
it...cevery person in this community who has

in any way contributed. . to the popularity of

hatred s at least as guilty. . .as the demented
fool who throw that bomb.” @
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Opposite page. While police
and firemen began investi-
gating the bombing of 16th
Street Baptist Church, an
empty stretcher awaits

one of the victims.

Left. The explosion ripped
through the church and
damaged nearby
automobiles.

Cynthia Wesley
1949 - 1963

[ i

Carole Robertson
1949 - 1963




Virgil Lamar Ware
1949 -1963

When violence
erupted in the
aftermath of the
Sixteenth Street
church bombing,
Chris McNair, father
of the youngest
victim, pleaded for
calm:"We must not
let this change us
into something
different than who
we are. We must be
human.”

s members of the bombed Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church waited
with the wounded and grieving at
the .. .pital on September 15, 1963, the
streets of Birmingham erupted. Some
blacks, who had struggled through months
of threats and violence during the cam-
paign for civil rights, could no longer con-
tain their rage. They threw rocks at police
and gangs of white boys, and set fire to
several white businesses.

The families of the four dead girls tried
to stop the violence. Chris McNair, the
father of the youngest victim, said, "We
must not let this change us into something
different than who we are. We must be
human.”

Yet, even as black leaders pleaded
with their followers not to meet violence
with violence, two other black youths
were killed that day.

A 16-year-old boy. Johnny Robinson,
was among a crowd of black youths who
were throwing rocks. When the police
arrived, the youths turned to run. The
police fired shotguns at them. Robinson
was killed by a load of buckshot in the
hack.

In 1 suburh of Birmingham, 13-vear-
old Virgil Ware was riding on the handle-
bars of a bicycle while his older brother

James pedaled. Tt was Sunday afternoon:

neither of them had heard about the
bombing vet. As James brought the bike
down Docena Road. they were
approached by two white bovs riding a
red motorscooter decorated with Confeder-
ate stickers. The boy riding on the back of
the motorscooter pulled out @ .22-caliber
pistol and fired twice without saying a
worcl,

Virgil was hit in the chest and the tace,
He fell from the handlebars to the ground
and dicd.

The Killers of Virgil Ware were quickly
identificd. They were Michael Lee Farley
and Larmy Joe Sims, both 16, Eagle Scouts,
and regular churchigoers. They confessed
to the killing but told the police they didn’t
know why they shot Virgil Ware.

An investigation showed thae Farley
and Sims had attended o sepregationist ral-
v betore the shooting. They had also visit-
ed the headquarters of the National States
Rights Party (NSRP), o white supremcist
group whose members had heen involved
in hombings and other racial violenee. The
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NSRP taught that black people were iess
than human, and they didn't desernve to
live in America. Fadey and Sims. indoctri-
nated in such fanatical racism, killed Virgil
Wire casually, as it they were shooting at
an aninul.

The white vouths went to trial — not
for murder, but for the lesser charge of
manslaughter. They were convicted and
sentenced 1o seven months in prison. But

Joe Sims, the boy who pulled the trigger.,

was released after only a few days in cus-
tody. The triad judge set him free and
wirned him not 1o have another “lapse.” B




“The innocent blood of these
little girls may well serve as the
redemptive force that will bring
new light to this dark city...Indeed,
this tragic event may cause the
white South to come to t’e’rms with

its conscience.

~ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

£ T
hey're just little niggers...and
if there's four less niggers tonight,
then I say, ‘Good for whoever
12

planted the bomb!’

- White Supremacist Leader
Connie Lynch

n\us\;l.m G.)‘

Angered by the murder of four
schoolgirls in the 16th Street
Church bombing. black
youths took their rage to the
streets  Although the outburst
was short-hved. two more
young people were killed
before the day was over




Rev. Bruce Klunder
1937 -1964

“l pray that by the
time the children
grow up, their
father's death will
have been
redeemed, and
they will be able to
see the effect of
what his dying did
for the consciences
of at least a few
people — at

least a few."
- Joanne Klunder

i
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ruce Klunder was a minister who

believed his life must be his ser-

mon. He was living out his faith
when he laid his body down in the mud
behind a bulldozer that was breaking
ground for a segregated school. Klunder's
intention was not simply to protest segre-
gation, but to prevent it. Instead. he was
crushed to death. And although his death
was in one sense an accident, it was also
an expression of the purpose to which he
had committed his life.

In 1955, when blacks in Montgomery
stopped riding buses to protest segregation
laws, Klunder was an 18-year-old college
student in Oregon, far removed from the
realities of racism. The bus boycott awak-
ened him to the inequities between blacks
and whites in America. Klunder raised
money to help support the Montgomery
boycotters and he began discussing civil
rights issues with his fellow YMCA Student
Council officers. His mission had begun.

After completing Divinity School at
Yale, Bruce and his wife Joanne moved to
Cleveland where he took a job with the
Student Christian Union and immediately
immersed himself in civil rights issues. He
and Joanne took a group of students on a
field trip through the South to expose
them to the effects of segregation, and
they became founding members of the
Cleveland chapter of the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE). Klunder was
among the CORE members who demon-
strated at the state legislature for a fair
housing bill. Whenever there was a protest

against injustices in housing and education,

Klunder was there.

For Bruce Klunder, this work was not
just a matter of conscience. His hope was
not simiply to improve black lives, but to
make his own life an expression of God's
love. Before he was killed, Joanne remem-
bered, they talked about moving their fam-
ily into the heart of the ghetto “so that our
children could grow up knowing the
meaning of caring for others.”

WE ALL ARE ONE

Bruce Klunder articulated his beliefs in
a 1963 sermon in which he told the white
congregation that it was not enough for
Christians to bring fairness and equality
into their personal reiationships: they must
also work to reform the institutions of soci-
oty — even it it meant taking personal risk.

FRIE AL LASI

62

"Our central affirmation is that, through
Jesus Christ, we all ure one — one with
God and one with each other... We must
— each in his own way — suffer with and
for those who are oppressed by those
structures of injustice... We must learn to
feel their pain as our own and...be willing
1o bear personally some of the cost of that
pain’s removal.”

One of the institutional injustices that
blacks suffered all over the country was
inadequate education. In Cleveland, black
schools were so old and overcrowded that
students had to attend classes in shifts.
White schoois were lavish in comparison,
with an abundance of teachers and books.

When civil rights leaders in Cleveland
protested the overcrowded conditions in
black schools, the school board agreed to
send a number of black students to white
schools. But white parents objected that
they didn’'t want their children going to
integrated schools. Bowing to white pres-
sure, the school board agreed to build
more schools for black children, so white
schools would not have o be integrated.
Local ministers and civil rights leaders
were outraged that school officials would
go to such lengths to preserve segregation.

LIVES ON THE LINE

Bruce Klunder and others were deter-
mined 1o stop the construction of the black
schools. When legal roadblocks failed.,
they staged picket lines at the site of the
first school. When police began arresting
demonstrators, some of the protesters
decided to place their own bodies in the
way of construction equipment. “We will
not stop short of having the school board
revise its plans,” said Klunder.

On April 7, Klunder and several others
went to the construction site where a bull-
dozer was preparing ground for the bluck
school. Three protesters threw themselves
to the ground in front of the bulldozer.
Bruce Klunder went to the back of the
vehicle and laid down on the muddy
ground. When the bulldozer operator
reversed directions to move away from the
protesters in front, the huge machine ran
over Klunder, crushing him o death.

Police ruled the death an accident.
Some blacks in the community reacted
with rage and were on the brink of rioting
when Joanne Klunder made a plea for
calm. The violence was sporadic and




short-lived.

In the aftermath of Klunder's death,
school officials halted construction on the
segregated school. Once tensions eased,
however, the work was resumed and the
school wis completed.

Joanne Klunder wrote later that her
hushand’s death shook whites and blacks
out of a sense of complacency about racial
injustice. “There now is o feeling of "Yes,

—
1964

Even after the Supreme Court
outlawed segreqated schools.
cities all over the country
sought ways to preserve Jim
Crow facilities. In most cases.
schoo! integration came only
after civil rights activists
insisted on equal nghts for
bitack children.

we ain do something about it — and we
must.” ”

she continued. 1 pray that by the time
the children grow up. their father's death
will have been redeemed, and they will be
able to see the effect of what his dyving did
for the consciences of at least a tew people
— atleast a tew.” A
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Charles Eddie
Moore
1944 -1964

Henry Hezekiah
{photo unavailable)
1945 -1964

The South’s most
dangerous Klan
organization, the
Mississippi White
Knights, planned a
violent response for
Freedom Summer.
Charles Moore and
Henry Dee were
their first victims.

hey called it Freedom Summer. For
many, however, the summer of
1964 would be remembered as a
season of terror.

It was the year that hundreds of col-
lege students, recruited from Northern
campuses in a highly publicized campaign,
came to work in rural Missis-
sippi. They started Freedom
Schools to teach black chil-
dren about their rights and
their heritage. They coached
adults through the hurdles of
voter registration procedures.
And they brought national
attention to the repression
and poveity that enslaved
black people in Mississippi.

They also confronted a
force of white resistance more
brutal than any of them had
imagined — the kind of ter-
rorism that had haunted
blacks in the South for gener-
ations.

COUNTERATTACK ON CIVIL
RIGHTS !

==
F=

Even before Freedom
Summer began, members of
the South’s most violent Klan
organization, the Mississippi
White Knights, were planning
their response. They began
by burning G4 crosses on a
single April evening through-
out Mississippi. By June, the
White Knights had established
29 chapters with an estimuted
10,000 members.

On May 3. White Knights

the entire civil rights movement.

By the end of the summer, 80 people
had been beaten, 35 shot at, 5 murdered,
and more than 20 black churches had
teen burned to the ground in Mississippi
alone. Much of the violence could be
traced to members of the White Knights.

X ohii0

Imperial Wizard Sam Bowers

issued what amounted to a declaration of
wiar against the Freedom Summer workers:
“The events which will occur in Mississippi
this summer may well determine the fate
of Christian civilization for centuries to
come,” Bowers wrote in his Imperial Exec-
utive Order to all White Knights members.,
Bowers urged his members to conduct
“counterattacks” against “selected individu-
al targets.”

A month and a half later, White
Knights murdered James Chaney. Andrew
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner in one
of the most widely publicized atrocities of
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Although the murders of Chaney.
Goodman, and Schwerner received world-
wide attention, two other White Knights
victims went practically unnoticed. They
were Charles Moore and Henry Dee,
voung black Mississippians who had disap-
peared in early May. Their mutilated bod-
ies were discovered in the Mississippi River
during the massive scarch for the three
civil rights workers.

FORGOTTEN VICTIMS

Maisey Moore fast siaw her son Charles
talking to Henry Dee on May 2. Moore, 20,

6¢




had just been expelled from college for tak-
ing part in a student demonstration. He had
gone into Meadville to look for work. Dee,

19. worked at a local lumber company and

lived with his grandmother in a shanty near
the Homochitto National Forest.

When Moore did not come home that
night, his mother assumed he had gone to
Louisiana to look for a job. When he still
had not returned in two days. Mrs. Moore
notitied the sheriff. A fow days later, the
sheriff told Mrs. Moore that the two were
staying with one of Dee’s relatives in
Louisiana. Unconvinced, Mrs. Moore and
the sister of Henry Dee drove to see the
relative. Churles Moore and Henny Dee
were not there and never had been.

More than two months later, on July
12, 196+, 2 man fishing in the Mississippi
River near Tallulah, Louisiana, found the
lower half of a badly decomposed body.
The body was dressed in jeans and the
ankles were tied with rope. FBI agents
rushed to the scene, suspecting the body
might be one of the missing civil rights
workers. The search continued, and the

next day a second body was discovered.
This one was decapitated and a picce of
wire was writpped around the torso.

A school key was found in the jeans
on the first body . identifying it as Charles
Moore. The second body was idenntied as
Henry Dee,

Two White Knights members — James
Ford Seale. 29, and Charles Matcus Edwards,
3 - weresrested for the murders, seale,

truck driver, was the son of a White Knights
chapter leader. Edwards worked at the Inter-
national Paper Company in Natchez, a center
of White Knights activity.

Edwards gave the FBI a signed confes-
sion. Moore and Dee had been murdered.
he explained. because the White Knights
believed they were Black Muslims plotting
an armed uprising of local blacks. Dee wus
suspected because he had once lived in
Chicago: Moore because he had parnticipat-
ed in a student demonstration. (In fact, the
Black Muslim plot was a wild, unfounded
rumor.)

In his confession. Edwards described
the killing. The White Knights abducted
Moore and Dee from a roadside and took
them deep into the Homochitto National
Forest, where they tied them o trees and
beat them unconscious. Then the Klans-
men loaded their victims into a car and
drove to the Louisiana side of the Missis-
sippi River. After tying heavy weights
(including a Jeep motor block) to their
badies, they threw them in.

The FBI gave Edwards’ confession along

Opposite page. Rescuers
dragged Mississipp: nivers in
a masswe search for three
cvil nghts workers who dis-
appeared in June 1964 The
bodies of Chartes Moore and
Henry Dee were discovered
during the search

Left. Klansmen thought they
would be able 1o stop he
cvil nghts moverment by
intimidating blacks When
masked confronte” ~ns did
not work. they resorted (o
violence

with other evidence to state prosecutors,
who were responsible for bringing murder
charges. But a Justice of the Peace promptly
dismissed all charges against the White
Knights. without explanation and without
presenting the evidenee to o grind juny . Il
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James Chaney
1643 -1964

Andrew Goodman
1943 - 1964

A

Michael Schwerner
1939 - 1964

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

ount Zion Methodist Church had
stood solid since the wrn of the
century, but by Sunday, June 21,
1964, nothing was left except a pile of
bricks and ashes. a few charred hymnals,
and the church bell.

Three young civil rights workers -—
Michael Schwerner. James Chaney and
Andrew Goodnuin — stood amid the rub-
ble, staring dismally at what would have
been their first Freedom School. Church
members had only reluctantly agreed o

make their building available for civil rights

activities for fear that something like this
would happen.

Now their church was in ruins: several
of their members had been beaten by
Klansmen; and the three civil rights work-
ers were in danger. The Klansmen who
burned the church had been looking tor
Mickey Schwerner.

TARGETED

Schwerner, a 24-vear-old social worker
from New York City, had worked in Merid-
ian for the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) since January and had become
accustomed to threats. For the Klan and its
sympathizers (induding nuny local law
enforcement officials), Schwerner was
despised as a svmbol of the civil rights
invasion that was threatening their way of
flife. They hated him for his friendships
with local blacks, for his attempts to chal-
lenge segregation, and not least, for his
open disregard for Southern standards of
appearance: he wore a shont peard at a
time when no respectable Southern man
wore tacial hair.,

The White Knights of the kKu Klux
Klan. who nicknamed Schwerner ~Geat-
ce hod ploted o Kill im as carly as
March, but their attempts so G had failed.

schwerner's closest associate, James
Earl Chaney, had helped convinee Mount
Zion members to host the Freedom
school. Chaney, 21, had grown up in
Meridian as the oldest son of a4 domestic
servant and a traveling plasterer. “LE™ as
his Family called him, had once been sus-
pended from school at age 16 for wearing
an NAACP button. By the time he went to
work with CORE he knew better than to
broadeast his civil rights views, e rarely
discussed his activitios, even with his clos-
est friends, T was areckless tine of work
for . black Southerner, and Fannic Lee
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Chaney was worried for her son.

But Chaney was invaluable to CORE.
He knew every back road. every farm-
house in the county. and he was behind
the wheel when he and Schwerner left the
church ruins that Sunday.

The third person in the car with them
was Andrew Goodman, an anthropology
major from New York who was spending
his first day in Mississippi as a volunteer
for the Mississippi Summer Project. Good-
man had participated in one of the carliest
civil rights marches in Washington when
he was only 14, At age 106, he had picketed
a Woolworth's store in New York City in
support of the Southern sit-ins.

TRAPPED

When Chaney, Goodman, and Schwer-
ner left the church that afternoon, they
headed toward Philadelphia. Mississippi.
At the town limits, they were stopped by
Neshoba County Deputy Sherift Cecil
Price. Price arrested Chaney for speeding
and Goodman and Schwerner for the
arson of Mount Zion church. (The ludi-
crous charge was a familiar ploy of whites
who claimed civil rights workers staged
their own violence (o create svmpathy for
their cause.)

The arrests of Chaney. Goodmaun, and
Schwerner set i long-awaited plan into
motion. Klansmen immediately began
gathering at the home of a member in
Meridizn. Job assignments were handed
out, directions given. meeting times coor-
dinated. Three Klansmen were sent out 1o
buy rubber gloves. Another was assigned
to contact 4 local bulldozer operator,

Deputy Price jailed the civil rights
workers without leting them use the tele-
phone. Then, about 10 o'clock that night,
he suddenly released them and ordered
them to return to Meridian. Chaney, Good-
nan. and Schwerner had not gone far
before Price pulled them over again. This
time. he was aecompanied by two carloads
of Klansmen.

Chaney was struck with a blackjack as
soon as he stepped out of the car. All three
were ordered into the back seat of Price’s
pattrol car. then driven to an isolated spot
off Thghway 19, One by one, the three
voung men were taken out of the ar and
shot at point-blank range. Their hodies
were deposited at a nearby Larm where an
carthen dam was under construction. The

bo




bulldozer operator who had been hired by

the Klan scooped out o hole for the bodies,

and built the dam above them.

The disappearance of the three ol
rights workers sent shock waves through-
out the world. Within hours after their dis-
appearance. top ofticials at the USL Justice
Department were notified. Within cdays.
President Johnson met with the parents of
Goodman and schwermnar. By the end of
the week, 100 FBEagents were assigned to
scarch for the missing men,

Despite widespread talk about the
bduction e kitlings, no one in Neshioba

County would tell the FBE what they knew.
Some suggested the murders were a CORE
publicity stunt. Others said the three men
were troublemukers who got what they
deserved. Mne local white woman spoke
out against the murders and lost her Sun-
vy Schoot waching joby as a resule. T has
made me anderstand how Nazi Germany
was possible,” said Florencee Mars

Fhe seareh for the three civit rights
warkers qiickly became the biggest federil
s estigition ever conducted in Mississippi.
The FBI dragged 50 miles of the Pearl River
and narched v columns “Yrough the
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Yop. The burned car of the
missing civil rights workers
was found in the Bogue
Chitto swamp, where
Kiansmen had hidden 1.
Bottom. Deputy Shenff Cecil
Price (left) and Sheriff
Lawrence Rainey (right) at
their trial Price was found
guilty of federat civil nghts
violations in the murder of the
three cwvil rights workers and
Rainey was acquitted




This page. Ben Chaney stands

with his mother and father ata
memcrial service for his older

brother James.

Opposite page. Mothers of the

slain civil rights workers — Mrs.

Chane “Ars. Goodman and
Mrs. Schwerner (left to right) —
ink arms after the funeral ser-
vice for Andrew Goodman in
New York City.

swamps looking for the hodies. Agents
interviewed 1,000 people and built up a
150.000-page case file.

Finally an anonymous informer
revealed the location of the baodies in
exchange for $30,000 in federal reward
money. The next day. a team of FBI agents
and a hired bulldozer dug up 10 tons of
s0il 1o uncover the decomposed bodies of
Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner, They
discovered Chaney had been shot three
times, In the tightly clenched fist of Andy
Goodman they found a handful of soil
from the dam.

Thousands of mourners and civil
rights leaders attended services for Mickey
Schwerner and Andrew Goodman in New
York City.

At a Baprist church in Meridian on
August 7. veteran CORE worker Dave
Dennis rose to speak at James Chaney's
funeral. the typically quict man. known as
an intellectual, looked down o see James’
vounger brother Ben cerving in the front
row, and he was filled with rage. Countless
black people. like James Chaney. had giv-
en their lives during the struggle for equali-
v, Now, because wo whites were among
the victims, the world paid attention.

Dennis reinded the crowd of the
martyrs who had gone hefore: Emmett Till.
Mack Parker, Herbert Lee, Medgar Evers
And he said, “I'm not going to stand here
and ask anvone not 1o be angsy, not to be

[N BN |

bitter tonight!” Dennis struggled to control
his voice, "I'm sick and tired, and I ask you
to be sick and tired with me. The best way
we can remember James Chaney is to
demand our rights. . If you go back home
and sit down and take what these white
men in Mississippi are doing 1o us...if you
take it and don't do something about
it...then God damn your souls!”

In the months that followed, several
Klansmen gave information to the FBIL but
no> charges were brought until ¢ivil rights
activists sued for the legal right to prose-
cute the suspects. Finally, the US. Justice
Department called a federal grand jury and
won indictments against 19 men, including
police officials and Klansmen, for the mur-
ders.

On October 20, 1907, seven Klansmien.
inctuding Samuel Bowers and Deputy
Price. were found guilty of federal civil
rights violations in the deaths of the three
men. They were sentenced (o prison terms
ranging from three o 10 vears, Three other
defendants were freed by a hung jurv, and
three were acquitted.

1Cwas the first time ajury in Mississippi
had ever convided Kkinsmen in connection
with the death of a black person or civil
rights workers W
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Lt. Col. Lemuel
Penn
1915 -1964

ne week after Chaney, Goodman,

and Schwerner were murdered in

Mississippi. Lemuel Penn left his
home in Washington D.C., for two weeks
of Army Reserve training in Georgia. Penn
was familiar with Southern segregation
after years of summer training at Fort Ben-
ning. He was also a cautious man. In the
violent summer of 196+, he spent the entire
two weeks of Reserves training on base just
o avoid any possible racial confrontations.

When it came time to return North,

Penn timed his trip so that he and two fel-
low black officers could drive through the
night without having to stop. Their tour of
duty was up at midnight on Friday July 10,
Fifteen minutes fater Penn left, accompit-
nicd by Maj. Charles E. Brown and Lt. Col.
John D. Howard. They brought sandwich-
s and soft drinks with them and carried
no weapons.

ALIFE OF
CHALLENGES

Penn, 48, was
known as a brilliant
educator and a digni-
tied man — a "mag-
nificent gentleman.” as
his fellow officers
described him. He
served in the South
Pacific during World
War I1, and by 1964
was a licutenant
colonel in the
Reserves.

Although he was
not involved in the
civil rights movement,
Penn had filled his life
with challenges. He
started out teaching
math and science in
an all-black school,
and now was head of
vocaitional education
for the integrated
Washington D.C..
school system. He
had received the Boy
Scouts” highest feader-
ship award for estab-
lishing a camp tor
black childeen. Tis
wife Georgnt was also
ateacher, and they

el
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lived with their three children in a quiet
integrated neighborhood.

The night before he left Fort Benning,
Penn telephoned his wife to let her know
when 1o expect him home. There had
heen daily reports of racial violence in the
South that summer, but Penn assured his
worried wife that he was in no danger.

Four hours into their trip home, the
officers stopped to change drivers. Penn
took the wheel. A few minutes later, about
22 miles from Athens. Georgia, he saw he
was being followed by a speeding station
wagon. At about 4:45 a.m. the station wag-
on. with three white men in it, overtook
Penn. As it passed. two loads of buckshot
hlasted through the side windows of the
officers” car. One entire load hit Penn in
the neck. killing him instantly.

The other two officers struggled to
move Penn’s body aside and regain




control of the car. The pursuing car forced
them into a ditch, then sped oftf.

Both the Army and the FBI began
investigating the Penn murder immediate-
ly. The more questions they asked. the
more it seemed that the erime was the
work of Klansmen.

KLAN TERROR

The Athens chapter of the Klan had «
ssecurity foree” called the Black Shirts, that
combatted civil rights eftforts by terrorizing
blacks. In March of 1964. they beat up a
50-vear-old black mechanic. In June they
fired shots into a black housing project,
blinding a 19-year-old in one eye.

The Klansmens™ obsession with vio-

lence was only strengthened in early July
when President Lyndon Johnson signed o
law providing broad civil rights protection
to blacks. Only nine days later, Lemuet
Penn was dead.

An Athens Klansmen named James 8.
Lackey confessed to the killing, He said he
drove the car carrying two fellow Klans-
men., Cecil William Myvers and Joseph
Howard Sims. “The original reason for our
following the colored men.” Lackey said,
“was because we heard Martin Luther King
might make Georgia a testing ground for
the civil rights bill. We thought some out-
of-town niggers might stiv up some trouble
in Athens.”

When they spotied the Dladk officers,
Lackey recalled, Sims saidd: ~That must he
some of President Johnson's bovs.™ As the
chase began, Sims told Lackev, T'm going:
to kill me a nigger.” When Lackev pufled
alongside the other e Sims and Myvers
tired simultancoush

Lemuel Pennowas buried with full mili-

try honors at Arlington National Cemetery,

His body was borne 1o its grine on the
sitme horse-drawn caisson that carried the

body of President John F. Kennedy only
cight months carlier. Shortly betore the
funeral, Georgia Penn had sitid she hoped
her husband’s death would lead o more /
concern about racial violence.

sims and Myers were first tried for
murder and acquitted by an all-white jury.
In the months following their acquittal,
they were arrested for auacking a black
photographer during a civil rights demon-
stration and for beating a one-legged black
farmer they had run off the road.

U8, Justice Department officials were
alarmed by the actions of Southem courts
in cases of racial violence, and they looked
for other ways 10 prosecute Penn's killers.
Finally, they charged Sims and Mvers and
four other Klans-
men with conspir-
ing to violate the
civil rights of blacks
by intimidation and
harassment. A dis-
trict judge promptly
threw out the feder-
al indictment. Deter-
mined federal
Prosecutors
appeated the deci-
sion 1o the U,
Supreme Court.

The Court reinstat-
«d the indictiment
in an important
ruling that allowed
broader federal enforcement of such con-
spiracies,

g

Opposite page. Two loads of
puckshot crashed through the
car carrying three Army
Reserve officers Lemue! Penn.,
who was dnving was xilen
nstanily

Left. Kiansrnar: Josent Howard
Sims (in nandcuffs) was sen-

.. . . .. tenced 1o 10 years i prison for
When the federal case against Sims y

and Myers went to court in June of 1960,
prosecitors brought in three cartons of
weapons confiscated {rom the Klansmien
There were sawed-oft shotguns, pistols.
clubs with swastikas carved in them, and a
heavy chain welded to a swivel handle.
Prosccutors detailed a two-vear pattern of
viofenee by the Klan security foree™ which
climaxed in the slaving of Lemuel Penn,

In response, the atormey defending the
Klansmen argued that his clients smay be
guilty of a litle violence, even aitde bad
violenee,” but they were only trving 1o
“help out™ by “letting the colored people of
Athens know that somebody clse other
than the police was watching them™

In the end. Myers and Sims were con-
victed of the civil rights violations and gis
on the maximum 10 prison sentences, The
four other Klanstnen were aequitted It
marhed only the second time that e ted-
el government had suceessfully prosecut-
e case of civil rights conspiraey. il

Covi nghts congpiracy » the
k:hng of Lemue: Penn
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Jimmie Lee
Jackson
1938 -1965

“Jimmie Lee
Jackson's death
says to us that we
must work
passionately and
unrelentingly to
make the American
dream a reality. His
death must prove
that unmerited
suffering does not go
unredeemed.”

- Dr. Martin Luther Kiang Jr.

Marche:!
Marion °

n 1962 when divil rights organizer
Albert Turner persuaded some
black residents of Marion to iy
and register to vote, an ckderty farmer
named Cager Lee was one of the firstin
line at the courthouse.

Standing with Lee was his daughter.
Viola Lee Jackson, and her son fimmie Lee

Jackson. They were not permitted o regis-

ter. When Jimmic Lee Jackson sas his frail
K0-vear-old grandfather rudely turned
away from the registrar's oftice. he became
angry. He knew that be must be apant of
the movement for civil rights.

Years eardier, when he was a proud
high school graduate of 18, Jimmie Lee

Juckson had made plans o leave rural

Alabama for a bauer life in the North, e
abandoned those dreams when his Bher
dicd. Teaving him to run the Lumily fum.
Determined to make the most of his life,

Jackson ook logging work in additien 1o

tarming. and he became active in it local
fraternal lodge. At age 250 he was the
voungest deitcon ever elected at his
church.

Miter the incident at the
courthouse, Jackson sav. the
chance for real change in his
hometown of Marion, He
wrole i feter to a federal
judge protesting the treat-
ment of black voter appli-
cants, He auended civil
rights mectings, participated
in boveotts of wihite busi-
nesses, and joined others in
marching lor the nght o
Vole.

I ncarby selma,
activists had been marching
ot voting nghts since carly
1003, I Januany of 1965 they were joined
Iw Mantin Luther King fr. swho broaglhi
national attention to the votmg rights cone
paign. King led nightly niss meetings and
frequent nuirches o the courthouse, where
demonstrators swere turmedd sy by g
stubborn Sheritf Jum Clark

Durng one weck in Febuaany s mone
than 3.000 nurchers were arested m sel
e On Februan foo the shenlt s posse
vsed cattle prods ta dine the marchers all
the wae ot of own, leaving them strand
cd and injured about a nule from tee an
hmits And on Febroan oo shent! Clink
dubbed oo nghits feader €8 NVvian and
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A abama

then arrested him after Vivian continued to
Argue for the right o vote.

As the setma campaign heated up. so
didd activity in Marion. On Februany 3. Mar-
ion police arrested 700 black children for
marching around the courthouse and jailed
a civil rights leader for contributing to the
delinguency of minors.

JTTACK AT NIGHT

The combined resistance of Alubama
of *cials angered the Marion demonstrators,
and they decided to step up their cam-
paign with a tactic they knew would be
dangerous: night marches.

The dav after he was released from jail
in Sclma, CO10 Vivian went to Marion to
lesd o muss meeting and night march,
Abaut 9:30 the night of February 18, more
than 200 nurchers began walking in puirs
out the front door of Mount Zion church.
Before they had even walked a Dlock. they
were confronted be aline of state troopers
and the police chief, who ordered them to
dispurse.

The marchers halted e the chief’s
order, and suddeniy all the street lights on
the sapeare went out A black minister at
the head of the march knelt o pray, and
was struch onthe head by o rooper. Other
troopers hegan ssingimg theie cubs and
the marchers paniched. running lor cove
whorever they could find

Viola and Jinunic Lee Jackson haried
o Mack < Cafeand were haddled for
\.llL'l_\ when th'} s Cager Lee come m,
beaten and bleeding shiocked at the wigh
of Tus grandtather wounded, Timmnme Lee
ticdd o Tead i oot the door to take Tim
tora hospital Bat they were quichy




shoved back into the room by a crowd of
club-swinging troopers und terrified
marchers,

The troopers began knocking out the
cafe lights with their clubs and beating
people at random. Jimmie Lee saw a troop-
er strike his mother. and he lunged for the
man without thinking. A trooper clubbed
him across the face and slammed him into
a cigarette machine. As Jimmie Lee was
forced against the machine, another troop-
er putled his pistol and shot him in the
stomach.

Wounded. Jimmice Lee managed to
escape the cafe, but the troopers continued

sand, “We were infuriated to the point
where we wanted to carmy Jimmie's body
1o (Alabama Governor) George Wallace
and dump it on the steps of the Capitol.”

[ was & testament to the genius of the
nonviolent gospel and is ministers that
such bitterness did not explode in a rage of
violence. At one of two services for Jack-
son, Martin Luther King told a crowd of
2.000:

“Jimmie Lee Jackson's death savs 1o us
that we must work passionately and unre-
lentingly to make the American dream o
reality. His death must prove that unmerit-
ed suffering does not go unredeemed. We

must not be bit-

to beat him as he ran up the street. Eventu-
allv he collapsed. It was two hours before
Jimmic Lee artived at Good samaritan Hos-
pital in Selma. He died cight davs Luer.

Jackson's killer was never publicly
identificd and no charges were ever
brought. Three davs betore Jackson died,
the Alibama state fegishuture passed areso-
tution supponting the stte toopers” actions
in Marion.

TEST OF NONVIOLENCE

The death of Jimmue Lee Jackhson,
the hands of & man sworn o ephold the
Low . put the followers of nonviolence to
tremendous test Inthe past 18 months,
thev had seen five murders in Alabani and
<ix in Mississippi. Just five day s betore
Tackson dicd. black Teader Malcolm N hadd
been assassiatedd.

There wis no disgunsing the bittlerness
civil rights activists felta the death of Jim
mic Lee Lackson. Albert Turner, who had
started the voting nglis diive in Manon,

ter and we must
not harbor ideas
of retaliating
with violence.
We must not lose
faith in our white
brothers.”

Yet more
than encouraging
words would be
needed to calm
the surge of grief
and rage. james
Bevel, an assodi-
e of King's,
thought 2 long
march from Sel-
nut to Mont-
gomen would
help abscily the
tension in the
movement and
bring national publicity 1o the problem of
vating rights.

Thousands of blacks and whites from
all over the country gathered in Selma on
March 21. 1965 to muarch behind Dr Martin
Luther King Jr. to the state Capitol in Mont-
gomery. Jimmie Lee Jackson's grandfather,
Cager Lee, was one of the first in line.

By the time the Selma to Montgomerny
nurech was completed, two othier civil
rights workers were dead. The murders of

Left. The hearse

carrying the body of Jimmie

Lee Jackson drove slowly
through the rain as an

estimated 700 peopie

followed

Opposite page. Hundreds of voling
nghts activists were arrested in
Marion during February 1965

Jumes Reeb, Viola Liuzzo and Jimmie Lee
Jackson made voting rights & matter of

nittional urgency. Three months after the
sclma march, Congress passed a broad vor-
ing rights bill and federal officials began
the massive job of registering blacks
throughout the South. B
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Rev. James Reeb
1927 -1965

The gathering in
Selma of white
people from all

over the country

was a sensational
boost for local
blacks who had
been marching
steadlly for two
years. It proved to
the sheriff who
hated them. the
troopers whc beat
them, and the
governor who
denounced them
that people
everywhere
shared their causc.

rom the time he was a boy. James
Reeb followed his conscience. He
spent his teen-uge vears working
with disadvuntaged vouth. He felt called to
the ministry even before he graduated from
high school. As o Unitarian minister in
Wiashington D.C.. Reeb spent more time
helping the poor people who lived near
the church than he spent in church. By
1905, Reeh was fiving with his wife and
three children at the edge of a Boston ghet-
to and devoting his life 1o improving slum
congditions.

On March 701963, Reeb watched in
horror as television news showed the
dttack by Alabunu state troopers on endl
rights muarchers in Selma. The nest day.
when Martin Luther King Jrosent out 4
nutionwide plea tor ministers of alb races
and redigions to come to Selnu, James
Reeb knew he had o go.

Reebs wife Marie, who swas aceus:
tomed to her husband’s uncony entional
choices, told him this time that she wished
he wouldn't go o selnuae A tellow minister
warned him. “veu could get hurt ™ But
Reeh saw the decision as one of con-
science, and felt he had no choice

That night. James Reeb was among
hundreds who flew into Montgomery,
Alibanma. From there it was oshort drive to
Sefmiand by 900 me on March U Reeb
and ministers from all over the ninon were
i Selnea ready o march, They expeated
this to be a brict. jubilant demonsiration of
unity, and most of them planned o1y
home the next day.

The gathering m o selnin of white peo
ple from all over the countin was @ sensa
tional boost Jor locl blackhs whao had been
marching steadily for two vears, Tt prosed
o the sherift who hated them. the roopers
who heat them, and the governor who
denoanced them that people evenwhere
shared their cause.

MARCH HALTED

Then o tederal judge ordered the
murch postponed. Wath 2000 peaple
w.iting o nnnc g could not tedl
thent all o o bach home They started
out from Brown Chapel on the moning
ol March 9 James Reel woalked nean ihe
Dack hus arms Tinked stk anather die
avinan and a black man hont sebma
W hen the front tanks reached the hine ol
toopers swaating tor them, kg wainve the
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signal to retreat. He had never defied o
federal count order. and could not bring
himsclt to put the marchers in any more
danger.

At Brown Chupel that night. King
explained o the marchers why they had
retreated. But he asked the people from
out of town to stay awhile i they could.
and promised there would be a mirch o
Montgomery.

Jumes Reeh was among thase who
decided 1o stay, That night. after cating at a
local Dlack cate, Reeb and two other minis-
ters made @ wrong wm as they were walk-
ing down the street. Stangers 1o selma.
thev began heading toward the silver Moon
Cule, 4 notoriousty rough adl-white club.
‘They heard shouts: “Hey, vou niggers!”™ and
saw Tour white men approaching. One of
the men swung a heasy cub into the side
of Reehys hewd, sending him crushing to the
around. Then the gang knocked the other
tvwo down and Kicked them. ~That's how it
fels to be w nig-
aor down here”
the attackers said
Isefore they left.

Reeh man-
aged o get up
from the blow,
but he had an
AgOniZing
headache. The
nest few hours
were o mght
mure of mishaps
a4~ his condition
worsened

HE. Sindl SN

Do
tors .t the focal
mfirnury told
Reeh 1o see o
NCUHTOSUFECOn in
Birmingham,
but the hospital
there reguired
an entranee fee,
<o the mumisters
had to wat unl
the SESe fee
could be colleat
On the wan
to Birnnngham.
then anibulince
hrad o 1hat tre
and they had o
Wit ton another
andd this

ed
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one’s siren was broken. It was 11 p.m.
before Reeb finally arrived at the hospital,
He had a massive skull fracture and a large
blood clot. He died two days later.

There was a surge of national outrage
at Reebrs death. in sharp contrast to the offi-
cial silence that accompanied the death of
Jimmie Lee Jackson. Memorial marches
were held all over the country. The Presi-
dent phoned Marie Reeb, and the Vice
President attended Reeb's funeral.

Jimmie Lee Juckson's mother had
received no such attention when she lost
her son. and the reason, most believed.
wis race. Reeb was white: Jackson was
black. No one in the movement questioned
the vilue of Reeb's sacrifice: they only
wished Jimmie Lee Jackson's had been sim-
ilarly recognized.

Nevertheless, it was Reeb's death more
thun anything else that focused the national
spotlight on Selma.

“It's a terrible thing to sav, but it took
the death of & white clergyman to turn
things around.” remembered Orloft Miller,
one of the ministers who was atacked with
Reeb. "When James Reeb. a white clergy-
mun from the North, was killed in Selmi,

people suddenly sat up and took notice
and from then on things changed in the
movement. People came from all over the
country to Selma.”

Four days after Reeb died, President
Johnson delivered a voting rights bill to
Congress. In a1 nationally televised speech
Johnson said the struggle in Selma “is part
of a larger movement... Their cause must
be our cause, too. Because it's not just
Negroes but really it's all of us who must
overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry
and injustice. And we shall overcome.”

Those last three words, spoken by the
President, sent shock waves throughout the
white resistance and brought tears 1o the
eves of civil rights activists. It was a sign
that even white leaders, far removed from
the hattlefronts, were learning the lesson
James Reeb had understood from the
beginning: this was a struggle that demand-
ed a commitment tfrom all who loved jus-
tice, regardless of their color.

Reeb's death, like Jackson's and so
many others. went unpunished. Although
four white men were arrested and indicted.
it took 4 jury only 90 minutes to decide
they were not guilty. il
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Clergy people of all faiths
came to Selma to join the
voting rights demonstrators
after they were att~cked by
slate troopers at the Edmund
Pettus Bridge. Finally.
protected by federal troops.
thousands completed the
march to the Alabama state
Capitol on March 25




Viola Gregg Liuzzo
1925 -1965

"We (pray) for rest,
peace and light to
Mrs. Liuzzo. Maybe
she has finally
found a life free of
prejudice and
hate.”

n the evening of March 23, 1963,

while civil rights marchers were

muaking their way back to Selma
after the dlimax of their three-day march, a
white man who had participated in the
beating of James Reeb sat in the Silver
Moon Cafe talking to a group of Klans-
men. "You boys do vour job.” the man
said. -1 already did mine.”

The Klansmen, a sclect group from a
ktavern near Birmingh:un, had been sent
to Selma with orders to keep the marchers
“under surveillance.”

After leaving the cafe,
they headed out of
town toward Mont-
gomery. At i stoplight.
they noticed a green
Oldsmobile with
Michigan license plates
driven by a white
woman with a4 voung
black male passenger.
That car symbolized
for them the two most
despised aspects of the
civil rights movement:
outsiders and riace-mix-
ing. The Klansmen had
found their target.

Violt Liuzzo. a 39-

Klansmen pulled up alongside Liuzzo's
Oldsmobile. Viola Liuzzo wrned and
looked straight at one of the Klansmen,
who sat in the back seat with his arm out
the window and a pistol in his hand. He
fired twice, sending two .38-caliber bullets
crashing through the Oldsmobile window
and shattering Viola Liuzzo's skull.

LeRoy Moton grabbed the steering
wheel and hit the brakes, and the Oldsmo-
bile crashed into an embankment. The
Klansmen came back to inspect their

vear-old white mother
from Michigan, wus still full of energy after
three long davs of shutling marchers
between Montgomery and Selnu, A
stranger when she arrived in Selma six
davs carlier. she had become known s @
tireless and cheerful worker. A priest from
Chicago who had been on the march said,
“Her energy. enthusiasm and compassion
were contigious and put many of us to
shame.”

Mrs, Linzzo sang strains of the civil
rights anthem, “We Shall Gvercome.”™ as
she turned her Oldsmobile back toward
Montgomery for another carload of
nurchers. LeRov Moton, :a voung black
man. was riding with hier to help drive.
Moton was surprised at her nonchalance
when they discovered they were being fol-
fowed by a carload of white men. “These
white people are crizy . Mess Tiuzzo said,
andd prossed the aceeleratar,

Soon both cars were racing down the
highway at 100 miles per hour. About 20
miles ouside Selmas onalonely stretch of
roddd in Lowndes County, the carload of

work, and Moton feigned death while they
shone a light in the car. As soon as they
left. Moton flagged down a truck carrving
more civil rights workers. Moton was terri-
ficd but uninjured. Viola Liuzzo was deadd.

AN EXTRAORDINARY WOMAN

Viola Liuzzo, by all descriptions, was
an extraordinany woman. At age 30, with
five children at home. she went back to
school to become a medical b techni-
cian. She graduated with top honors, but
worked for only a few months before she
quit her job in protest over the way female
secretiaries were treated. With the encour-
agement ol her friend and housekeeper
Sarah Fyans she became one of the tew
white members of the Nationil Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.

On March 7, 1963, Viokt and Jim Liuz-
sowere watching the 1 o'dlock news
when they s the first film clips of stae
troopers attucking Selima marchers at the
Edmund Pettus Bidge. Tears rolled down
Mrs, Litzzo's face as she watched the
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brutal attack on television. She brooded
over the scene for days. Then came the
news reports of the death of James Reeb.
she got in her car and left tor Selma alone,
despite her hushand's concerns.

After Viola Linzzo was killed, Jim and

Mrs, Liuzzos friends knew her as a car-
ing person who gave of herself without
regard to public opinion. Her children
were fiereely proud of their mother, and
tried to sue the FBI for Iving about her (the
case was thrown out of court). Mrs. Liuz-
zo's home diocesan

the children also became victims, They
were hesicged with hate mail and phone
threats. The Klan circulated ugly lies about
Mrs. Livzzo's character. and these were
repaited in FBI reports. Though theyv were
proven false, the rumors fucled sentiment
amonyg some that Mrs, Liuzzo was out of
“her place™ meselma, that she should have
staved home wvith her chiledren. A Letedies
Home Journed sury ey showed that only 26
poereent of readers approved of Mes. Liug-
Z0°s nussion in Setnua

| newspaper chastised
those who criticized
her character: “\We
cannot wish merey to
those who have
passed a judgement
of hate upon her.
They have found the
only possible way o
alienate o forgiving
God...We (prav) for
rest, peace and lglt
to Mrs. Liuzzo. Mavhe
she has finally found
a life free of prejudice
and hate.”

President john-
son was enraged at
Mrs. Liuzzo's murder.
and he ordered
Congress to start a
complete investigation of the Ku Klux Klan.
That investigation uncovered a series of
Klan crimes and led to a cunailment of
Klan violenee.

Three Klansmen — Eugene Thonas,
William Orville Eaton. and Collie LeRoy
Wilkins Jr. — were indicted for the murder
of Viola Liuzzo. The sizte had a strong
case: the fourth Klansmen in the car, Gary
Thomis Rowe Jr. was an FBE infornuant
and he had seen evervthing, The Klan's
attorney defended his dlients by delivering
a violent harangue against the murder vic-
tim herself, The case ended inachung jury.
During the retrial, a second all-white jury
deliberated ess than two hours before find-
ing the Klansmen not guili.

Many people. including some federal
officials, were becoming frustrated at the
consistent failure of Southern juries to con-
vict ¢ivil rights opponents. Inan unusuad
move, the LS Justice Department decided
to bring tederal charges against Thonyas,
Faton, and Wilkins for conspiring 1o viokate
the cinvil rights of Mes, Livzzo, A federal jun
Tound the Klansmen guilty, and Alabaima
federal distriet Judge Frank M. Johnson i
handed down the maximum prison sen-
tenee of 10 vears tor cach detendant. The
Livzzo case became known as o milestone
it the histore of Southern justice. Wl
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Opposite page. Viola Liuszo tned
to outrun the Klansmen who

were foliowing her car When
they caught up with her. they
fred a 38-casber pistol
ihrough the window. killing ber
instantly

Left above. Four of Viola Lwssos
five children gnieve afier
neanng of the deatk of thawr
maother  They are (left 10 nght)
Anthony 10. Saily 6 Penny
18 and Tommy 13

Left below, Sclma marchers on
their way to Montgomoery




Oneal Moore
1931 -1965

Bluck Deputy Kilied

Varnado *

is older brother teased him and his

mother worried endlessly, but

Oneal Moore could not have been
prouder when he was chosen to be ane of
the first black deputies in Washington
Parish, Louisiana. His selection wis no sur-
prise to those who knew him. Moore swas
a Zvear-old Army veteran who had dis-
tinguished himself as 2 leader in his
church. his local fraternal lodge and the
PTA. He had four daughters who idolized
him uand a wite who had great ambitions
tor him and their children. Oneal's eight
brothers and sisters remembered him as o
confident, hard-working vouth who treated
all people with respect but who would not
let anvone take advantage of him,

Moore became deputy in Washington
Parish at a dangerous time. The parish wus
known e have the fargest Klan member-
ship per capita of any place in the country,
and it was not unusual for carloads of
white thugs to ride through black arcas
shooting at homes and cars. Sheritt Dor-
man A, Crowe named Moore and another
man. Creed Rogers, deputies in response
10 black demands for more police protec-

Nightyid
Loulslana

tion. The appointments enraged some
whites, particularly members of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Despite the white animosite, Moore
was proud of his appointment. He let his
daughters listen 1o the police radio in his
patrol car. When his brother Ameal teased
him about being a depuiy. Oneal put on
his uniform and bashtully tald his brother
“this ain't no tin badge.” Oneal’s younger ”
sisters, who had always looked up to him,
nearly burst with pride, Only his mother
wis frightened.

Oneal knew he had put himself and
his family at risk by accepting the job. and
he wried o he cautious. While other blacks
in the area marched and picketed. and
some even amed thenmselves as defense
against the Klan, Moore avoided civil rights
activities. He wanted only to he able 1o
pertorm his duty — to protect Liw-abiding,
citizens from violence and crime.

Exactly o year after they were appoint-
ed. Rogers and Moore had finisted their
nightly patrol and were heading home

- "
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towurd Varnado when their car was hit by
Lvolley of gunfire. Moore was hit in the
head and instantly killed. Rogers was
wounded i the shoulder and bhinded in
one eyve. As their atackers sped awan,
Rogers ninaged to bhrogdoast o descnption
ol their car on the police radio

News of the Killing spread quickly . and
oflicials feared there would be more vio-
fence. They were right: three day s alter
Moore's death, bullets were fired mito the
home of a white depuny who was heading
the murder mvestication: Sheritt Crowe
sitict the shooting was probably the work of
white extrenists, and he pledged all
resoirees o solve the murder and the
shoating. Louisiana Governor John Moked
then ottered S 23,000 reward for mforma
non leading o the killers of Oneal Mooge

In response to the killing, aal nights
activists i Washington Parsh siepped up
thewr marches and demonstranons A black
selt detense group called the Dieacons Ton
Detense placed armied goards m blick
neiehbothoods Tundieds o st police
were hrought m o help prevent violence
Lowsiana Govermnon John Mchethen cane
1o Bogalusa o meet with black activistes
and white segregationsts, argmge hoth sides

to renin calm,

Despite the rage that many blacks fel
at the murder of Oneal Moore, Manvella
Moore woukd allow no signs of anger at
her husband's funeral She asked national
civil mghis leaders atending the funeral 1o
make no public statenmients v Neee York
Trmes veporter described the culogy as
Temarkablhy free of binterness,”

Following the tragedy of Moore s
death Gl nghts acuvines mereased in
Washington Parish Black bhovcots tmally
sncceedaed inforcing the mtegration ol
restaurants and thewers in Bogabusa Rurd
black vouth began learning about then
nehts at Freedom Schools run by the
Congress of Racial Fqualinn And @ muassive
vater registration drive added hundreds of
blacks tathe votng 1olis

The mmder case was never sohved
Police armested wosuspect - man named
Prnest Rav Mcd heeen swho belonged 1o sey
el white supremaast groups, indtuding
the Nasonal States Righis Party, the U nted
Comsupuatnes and the Wleie Gizens € oury
al However the charges agannst hon were
uneaplaonably distissed, and nerthe
Mebhveen noranvone else was ever prose
cuted for the muder of Onead Moore W
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Opposite page. Marvella Moore
sits between her daughters
Tressler (left) and Regenia
{nght) at the bunal of her
nusband. Oneal Moore's
mother and father are sealed
at left

Above. A Klansman passes
out cailing cards in
Bogalusa Washington
Pansh was known as a
center of Kian actwity i the
mid- 1960s




Willie Brewster
1926 -1965

It was the first

time during the civil
rights era that &
white person was
convicted of killing a
black person in
Alabama. The
guilty verdict
astonished
everyone, including
civil rights leaders
who had already
made plans to
protest an acquittal.

he Nationa! States Rights Party had
more in common with the Ku Klux
Klan than with a political party. Its
claim to fame during the 1960s was a “riot
squad™ of two men — Connie Lynch and |
B. Stoner — who hated blacks and Jews so
much that they hecame evangelists of vio-
lence, traveling the South delivering fanati-
cal racist speeches to whoever would
listen.

Although the term “lynch mob™ was
coined long before Connie Lynch began
his escapades, the irony is appropriaie.
Lynch. who catled himself a minister.,
frankly urged his listeners e kil the nig-
gers,” and sometimes named specitic tar-
gets in the towns he visited, After
Khansmen in Binmingham bombed a
church, killing four schoolgirls. Lynch told
a white crowd: “1f there's four less niggers
tonight. then I say good for whoever plant-
ed the homb.”

On the night of July 15, 1905, about
100 white people gathered at the court-
house in Anniston, Alabama, to acar Con-
nie Lynch speak. He told the audience
there should be a special medal for who-
ever killed Viola Linzzo. He promised that
all politicians who supported civil rights
effons would be hunged when the Nation-
al States Rights Party ook over the coun-
v He went on o
sy, It takes Killing
10 get the Negroes
out of the white oy
man's streets and 0 1Y
protect our constitu-
tional rights. then |
sav, ves, Kill them'”

Sitting at the
podium while Lynch Cob
spoke wis J B Ston- .
er. the NSRP lawver F o -8
who nuade @ business
of defending Khians-
men and others
Charged with racist
Crimes Next to Mon- )
er wits Kenneth
Adams, another NSRP
official who owned part of alocal oil dis-
tribution business. and who once assaulted
the famous black singer Nat King Cole at
concert in Birmingham. In the audience
wos one of Adams” emplovees, 23-vear-old
Hubert Damon Strange, and his friend
Ty Kniglht
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About the time Lynch's tirade reached
its peak, three black men were getting oft
work from a local pipe foundry. One of

‘them was Willie Brewster. a hard-working

A8-vear-old who raised his own vegetable
garden in addition o working at the facto-
ry. When the shift ended on the night of
Julv 15 Brewster got in a co-worker's car
tor the ride home to Munford. a snall
town 20 miles from Anniston. where Brew-
ster's pregnant wife Lestine was waiting
with their two smalt children.

Willie Brewster wis described by his
boss as someone who “went beyvond his
duties to help.” When his fricnd com-
plained of aching feet during the drive
home. Brewster took over the wheel He
was driving down Highway 202 when
three gunshot blasts tore through the back
window. A bullet slaimmed into Brewster's
spine and he slumped over the wheel. The
uninjured riders caught a glimpse of sever-
al white men in a passing car as they wried
to regain control of their own vehicle.

ENEMIES OF US ALL

For the next several davs, Lesune
Browster sat with her husband at the hos-
pital while a local newspaper raised
reward money for information leading to
his assailants, The rewird offer, wrote an

Arnnston Star editor, “savs to Willie Brew -
ster and to the world that he is not alone
At this moment, that the persons who
Drought him o the poini of death are ot
st has enenues, They are enemies of us
AMland we stand ogether m oppesition to
them O leaders tased S20.000 within
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L om




12 hours and Alabamat Governor George
Walkice added another $1.000 10 the
reward fund.

The doctors told Lestine that it her hue-
Band lived, he would be paralyzed from
the waist down, Willie tricd to reassure his
wile, suving, “I'm going to get well.” But
three davs after the shooting, he died. Les-
tine had to be hospitadized immediately,
and it month later she ost her baby
through miscarriage.

Three white men — Hubert Damon
Strange. fohnny Tra Defries and Lewis
Blevins — were indicted for the murder of
Willic Brewster on August 270 1905,
strange, the first 1o be tried, was represent-
ed by NSRP Lawver LB Stoner. Jimmy
Knight, who had attended the NSRP meet-
ing with Strange, was the star prosccution
witness. He testified that he heard Strange
boast, “we got us o nigger” after the
shoating,

After 13 haurs of deliberation and 20
hadlots, the al-white jury returned o

~

second-degree murder conviction against
strange and sentenced him to 10 vears in
prison. It was the fivst time during the cGivil
rights era that o white person was convict
cd of killing a black person in Alabama
The guilty verdiar astonished evervone,
including civil rights leaders swho had
already made plans 1o protest an acquittal.

Hubert Strange never senved his prison
term. While he was tree on bond waiting
appeal. he got into o barroom brawl with
another man and was killed. Johnny 1
Detries was acqguitted of murder in e see
ond trial. In 1980 Stoner himself was con
victed for the raci] bombing ol church
in Birmingham. He was released (rom
prison in FOS0 after serving several vears,
andd returned to his white suprenacist
activines. W
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Opposite page. Mourners fie:
past the casket of Wihe
Brewster

Left. Nationai States Rigivis
Party icader J B Stoner (wih
mucrophone) traveled the

South encouragng vioirnce:
aqgainst hlacks




Jonathan Daniels
1939 -1965

[P

Hayneviile

twas not an easy road that led
Jonathan Daniels to the ministry,
The son of a doctor wnd o school
teacher in keene, New Hampshire, jon
had always been active in his church. But
his teen-age years were a long storm of
rebellion, during
which his grades
dropped and his par-
ents despaired. Sens-
ing his own need ftor
discipline, Jon attend-
ed Virginia Military
Institute for his college
studics and he gradu-
ated with top honors.

Despite his suc-
cess, something inside
him was unfulfilled.
During his first vear in
graduate school at Har-
vard, Jon was over-
come by doubt and
depression. Then on
Easter Sunday m 1962
he had a religious awakening that changed
the rest of his life. He left Harvard and
decided to hecome a minister.

Jonuthan Daniels was o 20-yvear-old
student at an Episcopal seminary in Cam-
bridge. Massachusots, when Dr. Martin
Luther King I issued his nationwide call in
1965 for clergy of all fiiths o come o Sel-
nuL to support the voting rights nurchers,
Danicls knew that he svas meant o go to
scelmu, and he went eagerly.

During the fong hours of waiting,
mecting, and narching in Selma, Daniels
wits huovant in the knowledge that fie was
living his taith. He made fast friends with o
black family who opened their home to
him. and he quickly saw the urgent need
for cconomic and political retforn in the
region When the thrilling pageant of the
sclma-Montgomeny nuch was over.
Danicls decided o sty and work m
Akihanu,

AN ABUNDANCE OF STRENGTH

One of his first goals wus to integrate
aocal Episcopal church. Despite their
common creeds. Southern churches were
tand most still renwaind racially separate,
Danicls believed churches should be the
first to reach out o people of all races, hut
his cfforts met with stubborn resistance
from white churchgoers and ministets,
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Danicls soon turned his attention
away from reforming white consciences to
helping poor blacks exercise their rights.
He helped then obin welfare and farm
assistance. encouraged them to register 1o
vote, and ttored nuny of their children

who had inadquate educational opponuni-
ties because they were black.

Jonathan Daniels. said a tellow civil
rights worker, helped give people the
courage they needed o exerdise their
rights. “He had an abundance of strengih
that came from the inside that he could
give (o people.” said Stokely Carmichad.
“The people in Lowndes County realized
that with the strength they got from Jon
Danicls they had o carny on, they had o
carry on!”

On Saturday, Augost i black teen-
agers in Fort Deposit, Alibama. gathered
1o picket white stores that discriminated.
Daniels and tiwo fellow ministers joined in
the protest. There were threats of white
mob violence, and police had already
informed the nuechers they would he
arrested for their own protection. As the
group approached downtown, the police
kept their word, and Jon Daniels and
Father Richard Morrisroe were among the
A0 nnrchers tiken o e ail in Havneville.

A LICENSE TO KILL

The nurchers spent nearly a week in
il and then suddenly on August 200 they
were released without explanation and
with no transportation back 10 Fort
Deposit. While one of them went o tele-
phone fora ride. two teen agers walked
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with Danicls and Moreisroe toward o near
by grocerny store to buy it sodi When they
got to the door they were met by o man
with a shotgun who told them w leave “or
Ul blow vour damined brains out?” 1na split
seend, Danicls pushed one ol the ween-
agers out of the way and the gun went oft

The shot hit Danicls in the stemach.
Killing him mstantly Morrisroe was hat in
the back. critically injured. (Morrisroc even-
willy recovered after months of hospal:
ization and physical therapy)

Tom Coleman, 53, a part-time deputy
sheriff of Lowndes County, put down his
shotgun. walked over to the courthouse
and called Colonel Al Lingo in Mont-
gomery. "l just shot two preachers,” he

old the stue trooper commander. “You
better get on down here”

A grand jury indicted Coleman for
muanstatghter instead of murder. after hear
ing Colenin testity Daniels had pulled a
knife on him. The members ot the all-white
jury 1ok less than two hours o find Cole-

nun not guidty and shook his hand as they
tiled out of the courtroom.

It wis an old and bitter story of South-
crn justice, but this time even the atorney
general of Alabama could not contain his
outrage. The acquittal. Richmond Flowers
said. represented the “democratic process
gomg down the drain of irrationality, big-
otry and improper law enforcement. . .now
those who feel they have a license to kill,
destroy and cripple have been issued that
license.”

Jon Daniels had died without fear, for
he knew the dangers of doing civil rights
work in the South, He wrote after arriving
in Alabama, =1 lost fear in the black belt
when I began to know in mwy bones and
sinews that...in the only sense that really
matters am already dead and my life is
hid with Christ in God.” &
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Opposite page. A Boston
seminary student. lonathar:
Daniels made himsel! at
home with the chidren of
Lowndes County, Alabama
Left. Members of the all-white
jry who tnied the accused
killer of Jonathan Danels
lake a break besidc a
Contederate statue They
took iess than two hours 10
ind the accused not guilty




Samuel Younge Jr.
1944-1966

“This is an era of
social revolution. In
such revolutions,
individuals
sacrifice their
iives.”

- Samuel Younge Sr.

ammy Younge could have had an

casy life, He grew up in a promi-

nent middle-class family in
Tuskegee, Alabama — a town dominated
by a famous black university and noted for
its progressive race relations. Younge
attended a New England boarding school
for a while. and served two vears in the
Navy. He was a bright. exuberant vouth,
brought up to have pride in his race and
confidence in himself.

Although prosperity and prestige were
his, they were not what interested Samnw
Younge. He required adventure: and the
higgest adventure going on in Alabama in
the late 1930s was the civil rights move-
ment. Even as a child, Younge saw the
struggle for equal rights as a personal chal-
lenge. He was light-skinned enough 1o
pass for white, and he would sometimes
fool store clerks or train porters to gain
entrance to white facilities, as @ wayv of
mocking segregation laws.

REJECTING HYPOCRISY

Sammy Younge entered the presti-
gious Tuskegee Institute in the fall of 1964
with the intention of getting a degree in
political science. But he quickly became
dissatistied with the hypocrisy he saw
among black leaders in Tuskegee. While
blacks in Birmingham and Montgomery
had succeeded in integrating their cities. it
seemed the well-to-do blacks in Tuskegec
were content Lo live with segregation and
voling abuses as long as their own pros-
perity wias not threatened.

Other students at the Insitute. who
had long heard the praises of Tuskegee's
racial progress, looked around them and
saw blacks being shut out of jobs and
wrned away from the voter registration
office, and black children denied the
chance to swim at a public pool in the
summenime. They formed the Tuskeged
Institute Advancement League CITAL) to
push for stronger reforms. Sammy Younge
hecame one of TIALs most active mem-
bers. He participated in boycotts which
forced businesses to hire blacks, and
worked in successiul campaigns tointe-
grate focal restaurants and the public pool.

Yet it was the plight of poor rusal
blacks that most concerned Younye, He
had been isolated most of his life from the
black tarmers outside Tuskegee, but now
he felt he bad more in common with them
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than with his middle-class peers. Soon he
was spending more time in the country-
side recruiting voters than he was spend-
ing in class.

Then Younge began to feed the full
impact of white resistance. In the summer
of 1963, he was among TIAL students who
were beaten while tving to attend a white
church in town. Weeks later. someone
threatened to blow up the home where
Younge's mother lived. Then someone
fircd shots at a truck he was riding in.
Finally. on the first day of September. Sam-
my Younge was arrested along with uboui
o0 others who were trving to register to
vote in Opelika.

CONFRONTATION

The violence and arrests frightened
Younge. and when the new school term
started he tried to concentrate on his stud-
ies. But he could not get the movement
out of his blood. When the accused killer
of civil rights woiker Jonathan Daniels wis
acquitted in Lowndes County. Alabami,
Younge organized a protest march. He
even traveled to Lowndes County 1o help
black tenant farmers who had been evicted
hecause they tried o vote.

On Januany 3, 1906, Younge wis haick
in Tuskegee. organizing blacks 1o go to the
Macon County courthouse to register to
vote, Hewas one of the two davs a month
the registrar's oflice was open.d A man
the courthouse tried to scare lum with a
knife, but Younge s :ited until the Last vot-
er was registered. By the end of the day,
«bout 100 black voters had been added o
the rolls.

That night. there was o pamy. Younge
dunced and drank tor a while, then went
out to buy some cigarettes. At the local
service station, he asked 1o use the
restroom and was directed to the back of
the station. Convinced he was being sent
to 2 colored” bathroom. he argued for a
moment with the 67-year-old attendant,
Marvin Segrest, then left. As Younge
wialked away from the service station, a
shot was fired. He tried to run for cover,
but the second shot struck himin the head
and killed him,

The murder touched off immediate
demonstrations, About 2,000 Tuskegee stu-
dents and faculty tarched through down-
town in o steady rain the next day (o
protest the killing, They were openly
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Above. Siudents carried a
mock casket to the White
House 10 protest the k:tling of
Sammy Younge

Below. Younge was shot 1o
death between this bus
station and the Stargara O
station at eh

angry, and they continued to express

their rage in demonstrations the

following week. The Ciny Council urged
students to restore calm, bur racial tensions
mounted.

Then the man who shot Sammy
Younge was tound innocent of murder.
Marvin Segrest admitted to an all-white jury
that he Killed Younge, but claimed he shot
in self-defense after an argument over the
restroom. (In fact the service station did not
have segregated restrooms, Segrest said. )

When they heard about the verdict,
the students could no longer contun their
rage. They set fires on the town square
and threw rocks and hottles into store
windows.

The threat of further violence finally
forced Tuskegee's black leaders to act.

b
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They pushed for, and won, a city ordi-
nance banning discrimination in hotels and
restaurants.

But it was the impoverished rural
blacks — many of whom registered o vote
because of Sammy Younge — who won
the biggest victory. In the fall of 1960, they
clected Lucius Amerson the fiest black sher-
iff in the South since Reconstruction,
despite the lack of support from Tuskegee
black leaders who felt a black sheriff could
not be clected.

Tuskegee wa transformed. and Sam-
my Younge's tather was satisfied that his
son had not died in vain, “This is an cera of
soctal revolution,™ said Samuel Younge Sr.
“In such revolutions, individuals sacritice
their lives.” Wl
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Vernon vahmer
1908-1966

Ellie and Vernon
Dahmer woke to the
sound of gunshots
and exploding fire-
bombs. Dahmer
grabbed a gun and
went to his front
door. While the fire
raged, he stood in
his doorway,
inhaling the
burning fumes and
returning gunfire
while his family
escaped.

v the time he was middie-aged.

\ernon Dahmer had overcome the

handicaps of racial discrumination
and a tenth-grade education to become a
wealthy businessmun. He owned a 200-
acre commercial frm just noth of Hatties
burg, as well as a sawmill 1nd a grocery
store. Blacks and whites alike had tremen-
dous respect for Dahmer. His businesses
provided much-needed jobs for the rural
community. and farmers could abways
count on Dahmer to lend a hand at harvest
time,

As Dahmer built his businesses and
raised 2 family of eight children. he never
lost sight of the struggle most black Ameri-
cans faced. He was elected president of
the local NAACP and became notorious for
urging his friends and neighbors 1o vote.
“1If vou don't vote. vou don’t count.” nmany
people heard him say. During the violent
months of 1964, when Klansmen fired into
black homes and burned dozens of
churches, Dahmer sat up at night with a
shotgun to protect his family. But he did
not stop talking about voting.

Members of the White Knights of Mis-
sissippi. the state’s most violent Klan
group, kept a close eve on Dabmer. When
Imperial Wizrd Sam Bowers spoke to the
local klavern about putting a Stop to civil
rights activity, Vernon Dahimer's name was
always mentioned. At one such mecting,
according to Klansmen who were thiere,
Bowers said Dahmer was a0 Project 3 ora
Project it possible. In Kl code lan-
guage. Project 3 meant assom: Project +
meant murder.

After the 1963 Voting Rights Act wus
passed. 1 new sense of hope led more and
more blacks to the polls. On January 9,
1060, Dahmer made a public offer o col-
lect poll taxes for his neighbors so they
wouldn't leve 1o go to the courthouse in
tom . He said onea radio broadease thar he
would even pay the taxes for thase who
couldn’t aftord it

That night. Ellie and Vernon Dahimer
woke 1o the sound of gunshots and
exploding firehombs, Dalimer grabbed o
gun and went to his front door. While the
fire ruged. he stood in s doornwvay. mhal-
ing the burning fumes and returning gun-
fire while s family escaped. When it swas
over. Dabmer's home and the nearby store
were destroved. Batty, his 10-vear-old
daughter. was hospitalized with severe
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burns. Dahmer's lungs were irreparably
scorched.

From his hospitai bed. Vernon Dahmer
said, “T've been active in rving o get peo-
ple 1o register 1o vote: people who don't
vote are deadbeats on the state. T figure a
man needs to do his own thinking, What
happened to us last night can happen 10
anvbody. white or black. At one time 1
didn't think so. but I have changed my
mind.” He died shortly afterward.

THE COMMUNITY RESPONDS

The death of Vernion Dahmer and the
destruction of his home and store sparked
a reaction that must have surprised the
Klansmen — for this time white officials
and community leaders were genuinely
outraged. The Hattiesburg city council set
up a relief fund for the Dahmer family, and
a white-owned bank mude the first dona-
tion. Whites and blacks donated furniture.
clothes, and materials to rebuild the Dah-
mer home. Local officials pledged their full
resources to solve the crime.

White sympathy did not erase the
anger that blacks felt alter the murder and
arson. A memorial march for Dahmer near-
Iy exploded when demonstrators and
potice officers got into a pushing mutch.
Young activists began calling for boyeots
and pickets, raising the possibility of fur-
ther violence. However, wensions soon
cased when older black leaders presented
a list of griecvances to city and county offi-
cials. demanding equatl hirng in public
jobs and desegreg: won in public facilities.
Wunting to maintain peace in the aftermath
of tragedy. the officials began to make
reforms hased on the list of grievances.

Dahimers murder triggered another
unexpected response. The federal govern-
ment. which had shown reluctance in eat-
lier civil rights cases, reacted this ime with
speed and determination. President Lyn-
don Johnson sent a telegram to Dahmer's
widow Ellie. praismg her husband's civil
rights activities. “His work was in the best
tradition of 4 democracy — helping his fel-
low citizens register and vote. His family
can be usthy proud as his swork was atine
exampie nf good citizenship.” Johnson
otdered an immediate FBLinvestigation
which wits to last more than two months,
Fourteen Khknsmen were eventually
charged with arson and murder




WHITE KNIGHTS ACCUSED

Billy Rov Pitts, a member of the White
Knights in Jones County. pleaded guilty 1o
the arson and agreed 1o testfy at the trals
of the other accused Klansmen. Over and
over, Pitts deseribed how the Klainsmen
met with Bowers, scouted out the Dalimer
residence, filled plastic jugs with gasoline,
and then fired shots into the buildings and
threw the homemide bombs inside, Pits
lost his pistol at one point durt:g the
attack. but Bowers reassured hinm there
woull he no problem. “He told me o jun
wouid never convict a4 white man for
kilting o nigger in Mississippi.”

At one time Bowers would have been
right. But times were changing, Three
white men — Ceail Victor Sessum. Charles
Clittord Wilson and Williaum I Smith —
were convicted of murder wd sentenced to
hfe in prison. Bowers and another Klans
men. Henry DeBoxtel, were freed by hung
juries, (Bowers wias not vet out of trouble
— he was convicted of federat cival rights
violtions in the murders of Chaney, Good-
nan and Schwerner and was only awaiting
the nuteome of his appeal before he would

Hosptatized web severe burns
Vernon Danmer repeated s
support lor black volirg nghts
shortly before he died Dahmers
12-year-old son Dennis 15 shown
here by his father's begside

be sent 1o prison.)

Lawyers for the US, fustice Depurt-
ment, dissatisticd with the mixed verdicts
in the Dahmier case. filed new charges
against 11 of the defendants Tor violating
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. A federal jury
acquitted three of the defendants wand could
reach no verdict for the remaining seven.

The trials in the Dahmer case ok
place over several years. Although they did
not result in jail terms for even: acensed
tlansmuan they exposed the brutality of the
White Knights in Mississippi. Finally, crip-
pled by congressional inquiries, lengthy
FBI probes, and the conviction of Bowers,
the most violent Klan group in the South
tell into disar-ay. |
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Ben Chester White

1899-1966

Right. Hatied for blacks
permeated Mississipp
society at all levels U found
expression tn atrociies such
as the murder of Ben Chester
White, and in the sentiment
that allowed murderers of
placks t¢ go unpurished by
white junes

1966

en Chester White had been a qui-

et. familiar presence on the Carter

plantation in Natchez for as long
as people could remember. The 07-year-
old caretaker was a trusted worker and a
generous friend. At a time when Mississip-
pi was the center of civil rights wrbulence,
White was no threat. He never marched or
demonstrated. He wasn't even registered to
vote. He had no enemies. and there was
no reason anvone would want to harm
hint.

Then a few members of the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, calling them-
sehves the Cottonmouth Moccasin Gang.
decided o kill a
black man, It didn't
matter much who
they picked: the mur-
der would simply be
the lure for a bigger
target — Dr. Martin
Luther King Ir. At the
time, King was lead-
ing a mass march
through Mississippi to
finish a protest begun
by James Meredith,
whao had been
wounded by sniper
fire carlier in the
murch. Everywhere
King went. he was
met by ugly crowds
of angry white men.
The Natchez Klans-
mien believed if they could draw King to
Natchez, they could assassinate him and
make themselves heroes among Klansmen.

The Klansmen decided Ben Chester
White would be the lure. One of the Cot-
tonmouth Moccasin Gang, James Jones,
remembered gang leader Claude Puller
interrogating Yhite about his views on
integration. When Fuller asked, "Don’t you
feet vour children should go to school with
whites?™ the quiet caretaker nodded in
agreement, simply to appease the Klans-
man. That was all the excuse Fuller need-
ed. He old two other gang membeers,
“He's got to gotrid of 7

On June 10, 1966, Jame Jones, Claude
Fuller and Ernest Avants picked up White
at his home, pretending they nevded his
help to find a lost dog. Jones drove to a
sectuded area where they all got out of the
car, Fuller gimed his rifle at White and
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began firing. He empticd one carbine pin
and loaded another. This time he pointed
the rifle at Avants, and ordered him o
shoot into White's buliet-riddied body.
Avants fired a shotgun blast that tore apart
White's head. The men dumped the
remiins in a creek and burmed the car.

WHAT HAVE | DONE?

A month later, Jones confessed to the
crime and was tried for murder. He told
the jury he was “deep in sin™ and wanted
to clear his conscience. He repeated Ben
Chester White's final env: “Oh Lord. what
have I done to deserve this?™ Nevertheless,
the jury could not
reach a verdict and
Jones was never con-
victed. A separate juny
acquitted Ernest
Avants. Although
Avants admitted shoot-
ing White. he argued
he could not be guilty
of murder since he had
fired into a dead body,
Neither Avants nor
tones would ugree to
testifv against Fuller,
the mun they both said
kitied White. and Fuller
wits never tried.

Ben Chester
White's son Jesse could
not stund 1o see the
Killers go unpunished.
He filed a civil suit claming that the Klans
men, under the orders of top White
Knights leaders. conspired to violate th
civil rights of his father, On November 13,
1968, federal Judge Harold Cox ruled
against the Klan, and ajury awarded more
than $1 million in damages to White's tum-
ilv, It was the tirst tme a Klan organization
w.is found liable for violence committed
by its memibers. Judge Cox said the award
would “serve as i deterrent and message
to others who may try to do similar acts”

The verdict gave consolation to anoth-
cr man — Edwin Benoist, the county attor-
ney who had tried unsuccesstully o win
murder convictions against the three Klane
men. Twenty twvo yvears after White's
death., Benoist siill remembered the Killing,
as “the most atrocious murder and the
greatest oceurrence of injustice™ he had
ever witnessed.
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larence Triggs was a newcomer to

Bogalusa when he joined a civil

rights march in carly July 1966. He
had served in the armed forces and worked
as a bricklayer. and had never been very
active in the movement. When he moved
to Bogalusa with his wife Emma, all he had
in mind was his search for a job and a bet-
ter life. But he could not ignore the injus-

Throughout 1965 and 1966, blacks in
Bogalusu staged more than 100 marches
for equality in jobs and politics, and tried
to protect themselves agdinst the continu-
ing threat of white terrorists. One protest
ended in violence when a mob of white
men attacked black marchers. At another
march, white police officers beat blacks
indiscriminately.

Clarence Triggs
{photo unavailable)

1942-1966

Clarence Triggs was one of nuny
blacks in Bogalusa who supported the
move for equality by attending the march-
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tices he saw.,

Triggs had come
from Jackson, where
Medgar Evers had lost his
life in the move to inte-
grate restaurants and
downtown businesses. In
compurison. Bogalusa
was still a Jim Crow
town. Not only were
blacks kept out of
libraries and restaurants
because of their race, but
they were also segregated
on the job. At the Crown-
Zellerbach paper mill in
Bogalusa where most
people worked, black
employees were foreed
to use separate facilities
and kept in low-paving
jobs, Among the white
workers at the mill were i large number of
Ku Klux Klan members, In fact. Bogalusa
wis believed to have more Klan members
per capita thun any other region of the
south in the mid- 1900,

es and demonstrations, but he wus never
considered a leader. Few people even
knew who he was.

Less than a month after Triggs
marched alongside other protesters at a
civil rights demonstration. he was found
dead next to a car on the side of the road
with a bullet wound in his head.

Triggs” murder was never fully
explained. One black leader who tried to
find out what happened was turned away
from the crime scene by police who were
investigating. Even Emma Triggs was not
allowed to identity her hushand's body at
the scene.

Believing the police were trying to
cover up the murder, civil rights leaders
called for nightly marches until there were
arrests. Two days
later police arrest-
ed two white men,
Homer Richard
Seale and John W
Copling Jr., and
charged them with
murder. Detectives
had found their fin-
gerpriats on the
steering wheel and
a broken Scoth
bottle in the car
next to Triggs
body A jury delib-
crated less than an
hour betore finding
Copling innocent.
Scale wus never
tricd.

The motive for
Triggs’ pmnder was
never revealed, and o this day, his death
reinains a mystery. i
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Black boycotters who
. persisted in demanding therr
equal nghts {lsft) inspired
Klansmen to retaliate with

tneir own brand of proiest
{below)




Wharlest Jackson
1929-1967

"Wharlest

Jackson had
begun to climb out

of the darkness into
the light, and for this

he was cut down.”

- Ray Wilkins

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

or Wharlest Jackson, getting in the
car to go to work each dav was an
act of courage. Jackson. 37, was
the treasurer of the local NAACP during a
tense period of protests and boveotts by
blacks in Natchez, He worked at the Arm-
strong Rubber Company, where many of
the white employees were members of the
Ku Klux Klan. When Amistrong officials
responded to cvil rights demands by
opening more jobs to blacks, Wharlest
Jackson wus offered a promotion to a
higher-paving job as
mixer of chemicals —
a position previously
resenved for whites.

Jackson hesitated
before accepting the
promotion. Word had
spread around the
plant that blacks who
were promoted to
“white men's jobs”
would not live 1o
enjoy them. These
were not idle threats,
The local NAACP
president. Jackson's
friend and co-worker
George Metealfe, was
almost killed when a
bonib exploded in his
car. Jackson. who had
worked at the plant
for 11 vears, knew the
risk he was aking
when he aceepted the
promotion. But he
needed the extra
money for his wife
and five children, and
he was proud of the
opportunity to help
demonstrate the
achievements of the
civil rights movement
in Natchez, Mississip-
PENAACP Field seere-
tary Charles Fyers,
who had lost his own
brother to assiassins,
told Jackson his promotion swould help
pave the way tor others,

George Metcalfe gave his friend a
word of advice when Jackson took the
new job: dwiays cheek under the hood of
vour truck before vou start it Metcalfe
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had been permancently disabled by the
bombing of his own car. and he no
longer drove. Instead. he rode to work
with Jackson.

On Monday, February 27, 19607, Met-
calfe and Jackson were scheduled on sepa-
rate shifts, so Jackson drove o work alone.
He was starting his third week on the new
job, and he was full of energy and hope.
He told friends that with the 17-cents-un-
hour raise. "My wife and children should
have a chance now.” That night, at 8:01
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p.m., Jackson punched the time dock and
started for hame ina pouring rain. ‘Ten
minutes kater, a time-delayed bomb whien
hidd heen planted under the friome of his
pickup track went off, ripping epait the
cabyand killing Jackson,

Y




‘ACT OF SAVAGERY'

The murder of Wharlest Jackson
brought sharp reactions from both blacks
and whites in Natchez, Charles Evers,
instead of preaching love and forgiveness,
gave voice to the bitterness that blacks felt

after a decade of
civil rights murders.
The day after Jack-
son'’s death, he led
2,000 blacks to the
gates of the Arm-
strong Plant, to "put
ourselves before all
the Kluxers and say
“You killed our
brother, now kill all
of us.” " And he hint-
ed that the patience
of many blacks was
wearing thin. "Once
we learn to hate,
they're through,” he
said. “We can kill more people in a day
than they've done in 100 years.” He threat-
ened a boycott if Armstrong officials did
not fire thz Klan members on its payroll.

The murder and Evers’ stern response
spurred white officials into quick action.
The Natchez Beard of Alderman offered a
$25.000 reward for information leading to
Jackson’s killers, and the Armstrong com-
pany added $10,000 to the reward moncy.
The mayor, police chief and sheriff atend-
ed a black mass meeting for the first time
ever, assuring the community that the case
would be vigorously pursued and linking
arms at the end of the meeting to join in
the: civil rights anthem “We Shall Over-
ccme.” Mississippi Governor Paul Johnson
called the bombing an “act of savagery
which stains the honor of our state.”

National NAACP Executive Director
Foy Wilkins praised city leaders for their
“esponse to Jackson's death and said,
“Things have changed.. .throughout the
state of Mississippi.”

Nevertheless, Jackson's killers were
never identified.

Wharlest Jackson was given a military
funeral service on March 5, 1967, He had
been a Korean War veteran, and his body
was placed in a flag-draped casket. At the
funeral, Wilkins talked about the long his-
tory of racial oppression that had kept
American blacks poor and powerless. He
said, "Wharlest Jackson had begun to climb
out of the darkness into the light, and for
this he was cut down." B
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Lsft. White resistance
strengthened as civil ights
actities intensified n
Mississippi. It ook great

¢\ urage to defy the barners
of racial segregation.

Above. The explosion left
Jackson's pickup truck in
pleces
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Benjamin Brown
1945-1967

"Nobody ever
came to me and
explained why,.
"Nobody, no public
official or anything
ever came down
and saia they were
sorry my son was
kilied.”

- Ollic Mae Brown

bred opon
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Jackson - Mississippi

en Brown was a child when the
Montgomeny bus boyeott brought
Cre civil rights movement into
national focus, He grew up with the spirit
of the movement. questioning his parents
about the way blacks were treated and
cager 1o earn about the heritage of his
riee.
By age 100 Ben Brown was an activist
He marched o protest the attacks on the
Freedom Riders in 1901, In 1903 he was
among thousands who took part inasilent
memorial march for the shin civil nghis
feader Medgar Evers. In high school he
helped organize boy cotts against diserimi-
nutony businesses. After he graduated. he
went o work full time in voter registration.
During the next four vears, Brown was
harassed. shot at arrested and juiled for his
civil rights activities. His mother, Olfie Mac
Brown. uraed him 1o take his tilents nosth
where he would be safer, but he refused.
In 1965, Brown was among i thou-
sand protesters who were arrested for
picketing Mississippis all-white state legis-
luture. The protesters were imprisoned at
fairgrounds becuse the prison could not

hold them. During his incarceration,
Brown was walking through a tood line
when he accidentadly dropped his plate
into a tank of hoiling water. A guard
forced him to reach in to retnese the plate,
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and Brown's hand was badly burned.

Threats and abuses did not dumpen
Brown's spirit ot long. He hegan working
for the Delta Ministry, a0 coalition of Missis-
sippr church groups which worked to
combat poverty and discrimination. Brown
raveled throughout the poor Delti coun-
ties, living on a stipend of $10a week. He
especially enjoved working with children
— he old them stories of fimous black
figures, taught them games and took them
on field trips to the zoo.

By 1900, the intense civil rights activity
that characterized Mississippi Freedom
Summer had died down, and national civil
rights groups were focusing their attention
elsew here, The Deli Ministry, one of the
few hemegrown civil rights groups in Mis-
sissippi. was quickly running out of funds
and could no longer pav its workers,
Brown suw that it wis time to move on in
his life,

On the day betore Christinas, 1960,
Brown nurried o fellow civil rights worker.
Margaret Willis, and by spring they were
expecting their first child. Brown worked
full time as a wuck driver and no longer

went to civil rights meetings and

demonstrations, To his mother's great
rediet, he was seuling down,

LYNCH STREET

On Mav 10,1907 viokenee erupted
on Lynch street. o short walk from Ben
and MargareUs apartiment. The trouble
began with a student protest against
aty police actions on Jackson State
College campus. The protest grew
louder, and non-students from the
downtown area joined in, Police sealed
oft the street with barricades, and some
protesters reacted by burning the barri-
caddes. The next evening, May 1L ity
police were joined by state highway
patrol and National Guard troops who
confronted the protesters with nfles
and bhavonets.

Toward he end ol the second day
of protests. Ben Brow n walked with o
friend into a Lyneh Street e o pich
up L Usandwich to take home o Mar-
giret, The cate was fall so they stanted

down the sidew alk tow ard another restau-
rant. Ben had never bedieved in violent
protestand he had not taken part in this
one As he strted down Lyvieh Street,
protesters ahead of him began thiowing
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} Dricks and hottles at the line of potice

| behind him. One officer was soruck with a
picce of glass and fired his shotgun into
the air. The protesters wened to flee as
more policemen opened fire.

Ben and his friend ran when they
heard the first gunshot. but Ben was struck
by the second round of blasts. He fell to
the ground with shotgun wounds m the
hack of his head and his lower buack. A
minister who saw the shooting stanted to
belp him. but police refused o let anvone
near Brown. He lay bleeding on the

ground tor 10 minutes before a National
Guard medic came to his aid, Tt was 5
minutes betore an ambulince took him o
the hospital, He died ey the following
morning. his 22nd buthday.

Two other black vourhs who were
shot that night sunvned No action was
ever tahen agamst the oliicers who fired
their weapons

Oflie Mae Brown never stopped tining
to Imd out who shot her on Alfhough
cvewitness testinony showed Brown swas
not among, e noters, and police adhnited
itsas acwald shot™ tha killed hime the offy
coer who shot Brown was never denahed
Mres Broswn sucd the Lickson pohee
department for the death of her son.

her case depended on informaton con-
tined in the depariment’s own ins estig-
e records, which the police refused 1o
release, After nearly 20 vears of trving to
win justice in the case, she was et with
onbyv unanswered questions.

“Nobody ever came to me and
explained why,” she said. “Nobody, no
public official or invthing ever came down
and said they were sormy my son ws

killed.” |

Opposite page. Ben Browr marsedfo on cv - as
actvst Margaret Vitie She was tregr an™t s
e firgt child s her Browr sas koo

Above. Browns tmaly carrcd 1A un Ludt Cu
after bor g et e 3o g o e et i i e e
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Samuel Ephesians
Hammond
1949 -1968&

Delano Herman
Middieton
1950 -1968

Henry Ezekial
Smith
1948 -1968

lizabeth Smith earned $6.40 a day

working as a maid for white tami-

lies in Marion, South Carolina. She
raised her four children by herself in
shotgun house in the country, and
although she could not afford “luxunes”
like indoor plumbing or an automobile,
she munaged to save money for her one
great ambition — 1o <«end her childeen to
college.

Henrn was her second oldest child
When he went away to South Carolinag
state College in Orangeburg in the fall of
1906, Henry took with hin o strong seose
of family responsibility. THe wrote home
frequently. and called his moth-
er whenever he had a problem
he needed o talk about.

On the night of February 6,
1908, Henrny called his mother
at 2 am. He was frustrated and
worried. Mrs. Smith listened o
his description of whai was
happening at school, and then
urged her son o pray.

That night, Henne Smith
wis iimong students whao
demonstrated at a bowling
alley that refused to admit
blacks Thev were confronied
by police with night sticks. and
several scuffles erupted. Two
women were beaten and many
others, induding Smith. were
mjured. The atack on the
women enraged smith, and he
complained to his mother that
night that <tudent effons to
achieve integrition were getting,
nowhere

The next dav, Februany 7
students wanted to march
downtow n to present it list of grievinces to
aty officidls, but their parade permit wis
denied. Teasions ran high. That night. the
howling alley was closed and the National
Guard was called in, but there was no vio-
lence.

The next night. still barred from the
howling alley and surrounded by police
students began to look for an outlet tor
their anger. Henry Smith was with about
200 students who gathered around a bon-
hire on e cunpus street. They were
matched by an equal number of highway
patrolmen, Natonal Grardsmen, police

TRV A DA

officers and sheriff's deputies, The police
put out the fire, and some students retaliat-
cd by throwing rocks and bottles. students
rebutlt the bonfire and police again
arrived 1o put it out. This time someone
struck a patrolman with & bannister post
pulled From @ vacant house. More objects
were thrown, A shot rang out, and stu-
dents started to run away. Then a volley of
shotgun blasts were fired from polce into
the retreating crowdd.

THE VICTIMS
Henry Smith wis one of the first to
fall. He was shot five times in the sicdes

and hack. Delano Middleton, o 17-vear-old
high school studenm whose mother worked
as o miid at the college, was shot three
times in the forearm, once in the hip, and
Alsom the thigh. the side of the chest,and
the heart, Samuel Hammond, g lootball
pliver from Fort Lauderdate, Flonda, swas
shot once in the back. Within ten seconds,
27 qudents had been strack ' shotgun
fire — mast had muluple wounds and all
but thiee were hit tromy the rear or the
side, Miny were shot in the feet as the
liv on the ground.

Samuel Hammond died fess than an
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hour after the shooting. The stocky 18-
vear-old had lettered in ek and toothall
at o newly integrated high school in Fort
Lauderdale, and had come o State College
with the ambition of becoming, a teacher. A
white high school teammate. John Bogent,
heard about the tragedy at Orangeburg and
wrote i fetter to the Fort Lauderdale paper.
He remembered Hammond as o loval
friend and mature competitor, and wrote,
“This incident has cansed me to ke o ong
hard look at what 1 believe o be true. How
could T say that what Sam died for is
wrong?. T can only sit here el look atthe
news photo which was tiken while 1 <tood
next to him at Lockhart Stadium and tecl,
as another student once put it that somee-
one had killed iy brother”

Delano Middlcton's mother made it to
her son's hospital bedside in time to hear
him describe the “bullets, . fiving even-
where.” Delano™s main interests were
church and sports, and he had never been
involved in civil rights activitios. He had
gone to the campus that night simply out
of curiosity. As he realized he was dving.
Delano asked his mothier o recite the
Twenty-third Psalm. “The Lord is My Shep.
herd.” she degan. He repeated e with her.,
then he died.

The doctors thought they had a chance
to save Henry Smith, but his wounds sud-
denly hemorrhaged and he passed away
half hour alter Middleton

KILLER SHOT

The first nesvs stores desenbwed the
violencee on campus as i gun battle
hetween students and patrolmen. Law
enforcement and gos ernment ofticials
immediately blamed the tragedy on black
militants.

Later investigations
proved that the stu-
dents in fact did not
have guns and no one
but patrolmen had fired
weapons on the nig,
of February 8. The evi-
dence also showed it
parolmen shot at ran-
dom into a retreating
crond — there was no
attacking mob. The
patrolmen did not fol-
fow accepted riot con-
trol procedures. Instead
of Lsing tesr gas or less
powerful ammunition
against the disruptive
students, the patrolmen
fired deadly buckshot.

Despite the evi-
dence. a grand jury in October 1968 failed
o indict the officers who fired their guns.
six months Tater. the TS Justice Depart-
ment brought federal charges against nine
highway patrolmen for using excessive
force against the students. All nine were
dequitted

The Attormey General of the United
stites, Ramsey Clark, disputed the general
apinion that the officers had acted appro-
pridely. “To use double-ought buckshot —
it's o Killer shot. You use it when vou're try-
ing to Kill somebody. ro think that faw
enforcement had to try to Kill somebody to
contdin those students is to think wrongly.
That cannot be true.

“You wonder il this had been Clenwon
or Amherst or Princeton or some place like
that, what the public reaction would hive
heen,” Clark said.

stll, state and lacal officials never
acknowledged that mistakes were made in
handling the Orangeburg protesters.

Two davs after the shootings. the Jus-
tice Department filed suit 1o integeate the
bowling alley. State bond issues were
passed fater that vear o make improve-
ments at the collcge. A vear after the
Killings. 2 new phwvsical education building
on campus wis dedicated as the smith-

1 Lonmond-Middleton Memorial Center. A
granite marker was placed on campus o
honor the three students wha lost their
fives in pursuit of human dignin.” And
cach vear, samuel Fammond, Delano M-
dlcton, and Henn Smith are honored at a
memaorial service, as the victims of what
fras become known as the Orangeburg
Massacre, 1B
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Martin Luther
King Jr.
1929 -1968

™ hen black leaders in Montgomery

w launched a boyeott of ¢ity buses in

December 1935, they picked an
artculate youny newcomer as their
spokesman. Martin Luther King Jr. was the
minister of Dexter Avenve Baptist Church,
the son of 4 prominent Atlanta preacher,
and a biblical scholar who received his
doctorate at age 20 from Boston Universin
school of Theology:.

King had a coolness about him when
he discussed ideas and strategy, but his
preaching could set a congregation on fire
The: first night of the boyeou. King spoke
o a mass meeting it Holt Street Baptist
Church in Montgomery. He told the bov-
cotters they had truth on their side, and
made them believe they could win the bat-

tle for equalitv. “One of the great glories of

democracy is the right o protest for right,”
he said.

King told them they were right 1o e
tircd of discriminauon and injustice. “For
many yeurs, we lkive snown anazing
patience.. . But we come here tonight o he
saved fron that patience that nakes us
patient with anvthing less than freedom
and justice.” By the time King [inished Tis
renvrks, the boveotters were jubilant in
the face of their challengee

King's cahm under pressure and Tis
trunsceendent rhetoric sustained the Mong
gomeny bus boveotters through 13 months
and made King the most influential tigure
of the entire civil rights et Through the
nest 13 vears, he would not ondy lead
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nitjor social revolution but would inspire a
trunsformation of conscience in America.

Martin Luther King's life was in danger
trom the moment his enemies recognized
the power he held. Klansmen bombed his
home in Montgomery. He was atacked by
Fanatical white supremacists in Selou, and
stabbed by an angrny black woman in New
York. He spent nuny nights alone in jail,
He received countless death threats,

In spite of the danger. he continued 1o
lead campaigns for integration — in
Albany in 1902, in Birmingham in 1963, in
SEAugustine in 1964, and in Selma in
1965, He led with an wnagination and
strength that surprised his friends as welt
as his enemies.,

In Birmingham, he wrote a letter from
his juil cell answering the criticism of mod-
crate clergy who thought he was demand-
ing teo much too soon. “For vears now 1
have heard the words Wit 1t rings in the
car of eveny Negro with a picrcing familiae-
ity. This “wait!” has almost alwavs meant

Never! L We have waited tor more than
S0 vears tor our constititional and God
given rights. There comes atime when
the cup of enduranee runs over”

In Selma, heissued o nationwosde all
tor dergy o come South tor the march o
Monteomaens Wathin two davs, hundireds
of people poured mra ALtbama wath ditde
moie than the clothes on thcir buacks,
thelled just to be marching with i King

Through him. the doctnne of nonvie
lence hecame the movement’s unifying

3%




Left. Montgomery pciice take
King into custody

a v, 3 ’ ) . .. Opposite page and below.
Though he was a calm strat-

philosophy. Over and over. King preached rooted in the American dream. that one egist. King became famous

the difficult message of peacefui confronta- day this nation will rise up and live out the — for his intense oratory

tion. Demand your rights, he urged, but true meaning of its creed — we hold these

love your enemies. truths to be self-evident. that all men are

When the movement suffered setbacks created equal.”

and tragedy. like the Birmingham church His gift of rhetorie and his personal

bombing and the death of Jimmie Lee Jack-  strength enabled King to rise above the

son, King comforted his followers by divisions that plagued civil rights groups in

reminding them that “undeserved suffering the mid-60s and to withstand the criticism

does not go unredeemed.” Love, he of political leaders as well as the constant

preached, would conquer hatred.

It was King who brought the move-
ment 1o its highest emotional peak, during
the March on Washington on August 28,
1963. “I have & dream,” he told the crowd
of 250.000 who gathered in front of the
Lincoln Memorial. "It is a Jream deeply

sciutiny of J. Edgar Hoover's FBI, Tis
strong spiritual focus led King to address
the issues of world peace and poverty in
the years before his death. He spoke out
against the Vietnam War and launched
anti-poverty campaigns in Chicago and
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Cleveland. He had gone 1o Mem-
phis to support a sanitation work-
ers strike for fair wages when he
wis assassinated.

King died a hero to many peo-
ple of all colors throughout the
world. He provided a model for

inspires blucks living in South
Africa and people evervwhere who
are denied their rights.

A Nobel Peace Prize winner,
King asked not 1o be remembered
for his awards but for his character.
Two months before he was killed,
he told a congregation in Atlanta
that when he died. he wanted only
tfor “somebaody to mention that day,
that Martin Luther King Jr. tried to
give his life serving others.”

Nine vears after his death, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. The
citation reads, in pant:

“Martin Luther King Jr. was the con-
scivnce of his generation. A Southerner, .
black mun. he gazed on the great wall of
segregation and saw that the power of
love could bring it down.. He helped us

Opposite page. kirg dehvening his |
Have a Dream Speech’ during the
March on Washington

Top. king with s father (ot wite

overcome our ignormee ol one anoth- Caretrs and thew chitcror:
of . He micde our nation stronger hecause Above. ki) icads off i last eg of
he nxacde it better. he Sema to Montgomery maz b

“His hife informed us, s dreams sus
tain usvet,” M
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The names of those
who died and the
major events of the
movement are
engraved in the
Civil Rights Memo-
rial in Montgomery,
Alabama.




| don't know what
will happen now.
We ve got some
difficult days
ahead. But it
doesn't matter
with me now.
Because I've
been to the moun-
taintop...I've seen
the promised land.
I may not get
there with you. But
[ want you to know
lonight, that we,
as a people will
get to the
promised land.

—Martin Luther King Jr.
April 3. 1968

Memphis, Tennessee
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The Civil Rights
Memorial

]
i

...to appreciate how

far the country has
come in its quest for
equality. and to
consider how far

it has to go.

v
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The Civil Rights Memorial
was built in 1989 by the
Southern Poverty Law Center
as part of an ongoing effon to
educate voung people about
the civil rights movement and
the continuing probienis of
racism in America.

The memorial represents
what its designer catls @ col-
lective memony of histon .
Mava Lin, who also designed
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C.. sought a
design tor the Civil Rights
Memorial which would not
only honor movement heroes,
but would hecome a vehicke
for education and retlection.
The memorial includes a black
granite table engraved with
nanies of those who died dur-
ing the vil rights movenment
as well as kev events of the
period. Over the table flows a
thin shieet of water which glis-
tens with light and reflects the
mage of the viewer

“This is aveny different
memoridl than most traditionat
memordals beeause it deals
with direct, immedinte relaving
of historicdl facis.” savs M Lin
T rclies on s the power of the
word.”

The memortd plazes
dlso a contemplain e area”
«avs M Lin, acool and tran-
quil place rich n the Tnstony of

struggle and transtormation

IEHY

15 "d place 1o remember ihe
ewvil rights movement. to bonoe
those killed during the strug-
ale, 1o appreciate how far the
country bis comie inits guest
for cquality, and to consider
how far it has 1o go.”

The memonal stands g
Pl ok from the church where
Martin Luther King Jr. preached
and a few hlocks from the
original W hite House of the
Confederacy.

The memoriaf was tund-
cd by the Southern Poverty
Law Center, a private, nonprof-
it organization founded in 1971
to protect and advanee the
tegal rights of poor people and
mimnorities, Since 1979, the Law
Centers Rlanw atch project has
monitored racist violenee and
white supremacist activity
around the country. This maga-
zine ws produced m conjung-
uon with the Civil Right:
Memorial by the Law Center's
Teaching Tolerance project.
and may be ordered for chiss-
room use by writing tor
Teaching To erance, The
Southern Poverty Law Center,
100 Washington Ave.,
Montgomenv, AL 3ol

L




Urinn Justicr Boues Dol Liv e W
b Ricaronser ss L A Micia g

Voot Fodhoow Ko [y dvaiany the Baaedd TR IS




